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60 Deity are riot partictlarly Consideredhim Bo 
the following” Letter, that not being theta” 
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: ‘Opinion, # that“ people 

“may with as’ tuch justice’ cefisure: ie 

% Governtiient a homie - ‘for “not! " prevetiting. 
 Stiicide, “as“they “may the Governnnént 

““ abroad: for “not® preventing: the : 

ve tions in 5 ge "and ‘singe a/ compa a 





‘Suicide *in’ England,” ‘has actially~ been” r 
: Parliament since the printing or 
Sit-seeme to BE p = 
“the merits. of such a: comparison. f allege, 
‘that there is no ground for the compatison, 

either as‘ t6 the” ‘Arequency aS the — OF 

18 1 the principle. ES 

v6 “Aid, firdt swith’ Jeacectll We Bboy 

of the ‘Week — Mr. Buller” “Observes, that 
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when he’happened to be at Juggernaut, -at. 
the festival of the Rutt in 1809, “ he heard. 
“ but of one instance of an immetlation, 
“ under the wheels of the car,” If. Mr.. 
Bulter cn only speak of what he “ heard,” 
‘no dependence is to be placed on his ip-' 
ferniation, as he well knows, even respect- 
ing this one jpmolasion which he mentions. 
When | was at Juggernaut, had T not fol-: 
fowed the tiel’s chariot myself, I should. 
probably haye never “heard ” of the twy im- 
emolations which J witnessed. If the write 
wished to have communicated to the natiop. 
any -certe: in information concerning these: 
seifdevotements, he ought, every morning, 
during the height of the festival, to have vi- 
sited the Goigotha, or place where the dead 
“bodies are cast forth; and also the sands 
between the Idol’s tower and the sea, and. 
the preoncts of the towm- And while ex- 
_amining these scenes, he ought. to. have. 
counted the’ bodies whose, hones.. were= 
bruised by the ear; for it ig very easy to 
‘distinguish the skeletons which have been 
crushed—t say skeletons, for the dogs and 
- vulteres generally eat off the flesh before the. 
morning. _ The writer cousputes the number 


_ * > et ee. =e 
: “he i = 


: ig 
oot 
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offilgrimaprdienit el she RuteSaciea£1800, 
ati aboiut--10G0005. although ‘he: observes 


_ . Sisewheres. that this was-a.small number 


Jo thabof other years. Dose-be 


theoc know what .was.the daily mortality, 


from different causes; of this one! Hundred 


thousand. pilgrims? Was it twenty, or-lifty, — 


whenin a-generally healthy-state~ —VVhat, 


then,: must. he the daily average-of deaths ia. 
_ piegiemy-of one Hitindred thousand pilgrims 


“-alaige proportion of whoni,” aécording’to. 
Mr. Boller, “ consists of the old andsindifiimy: — 
«who come for the express-purpose.of lay- 

“ings their. bones withiu the precinets of 


“the city "> Ordid he ever maké any ine 


quiry-xespecting thie: ately devastating 


- diibjrcasu alties if an army of 100. 00 Yen. 2m 


a 








offerevena-conjecture-on the.subject ? Did... 
he ever send for the Auries (or corpse car= 
riers), nee Se 
immolations place while he. residedvin 
Orissa? Or cane hiesay certainly, fromany: 
autheotic-data, that-there ware: not~im fact 


many self-devotements during that period. 
: Z — B 2 a = > 











- ‘Sawones _ errs Se 
st st i ‘that'a very ‘considerable 
nembstofsemsles-were-immolated-within ; 





penis _ As it was with reapect to immola-. 
_ * ‘tors aty-and nedr €al $0, We-X 

infer, it-might have-been.as ae a are 
pete aie ews ang ark Sign tey is 
ee Se di peter hiak teats thdiecgsin 
Big. few-immolations pf women are.séen 
= “by Europeans:it India; .forcl understand 
The ae eee the 
——— jalke 
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ae Brent Are in 30,000 English 
a ft anillions:. of set » In.Galcatta 
~ alone, the calculation, a few years ago,-was 
fifteen hundred: English, ,and about -half a 
million: Natives, etter: a oe rea: 


me 


PREFACE. 
“+ 2. By 4 law-of the East-India Conmpany, 


no British subject cain reside above ten miles’ 
distance from.a principal. settlement, with-- 
out. 4 special licence.” 


~-3.-The burnings do not always occur ih 
the, same place; but at some .conveniont 
spot near the house of the deceased Hindoo, 
and generally on the banks of a river... 


A-Thsburning generally begitis. next 
forenoon after the decease of the husband ; 
or if he die during the night, it takes place 
next evening, on account of the state of the 
corpse in a hot climates’ Immediatelyon: 
the decease of the husband, the Brahmins 
wait.on the widow, to know if she means to’ 
burn; and all is settled in an hour or two. 


8. Ifthe burning iekes-plasein-ihe fore- 
noon, it does not begin generally till ten’ 
o'clock, or later, when. the sun is_hot, and 
when no’ Englishman. goes to aay distance 
without necessity. If it take place in the 
evening, the flame may be seen at.a dis- 
tance; but as it is more likely to be merely 
- the burning,of a dead body. (the, pile for 
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avhich ié generally lighted in the evening), - 
the expectation of a woman burning alive is 

- nut ‘excited. ~ From the terraces of the 
houses in Calcutta, funeral -piles may-be.. 
seen on the other side of the river so com- 
“monly, that they are not particularly © tive 

“ticed. No person thinks of going over te 
examine what is doing; as it is known to be, 
in general cases, only the burning of a dead 
body. 


6. Unless an Englishman comes-casually | 
upon the scene, he never can, genevatly 
speaking, sega burning. ‘The only -expe> 
dicut is, to desire your Hindoo servants to_ 
mention when they hear that one is: about 
‘to take place. . But again, your Hindoe 
servants live in your own house, and not in 
the native part of the town;‘and unless it 
he one uf theif oWa relations who is déad, 
ihey scidom hear any thing of the event til 
afterwards. Another obstacle is, that they 
are averse to communicate to Christians 
any information concerning a eustom which 
they know is not‘approved. ‘The Mahorme- 
tans, en the other hand, have less difficulty 5 
but then they have less acquaintance with 





erences porcaae seg 
once apprised.me of. a-burning +. hut 1 do 


 * not recollect. that a Mahometan servant 


 éyeerdidk. “And, again; even af-you: should 

“~$eceive- timely intelligence, it may happen 
that the distanee.is inconv cna. 
place of berning, oa the Calcutia side of the 
water, is at Chitpore Ghaul, -about four. — 


miles from the English part : of the town; 
anerfew ol : 


‘ol the English will choose to -teavel 
eight miles, under a hot suo, through crowd- 
eerie eee seueeoe3 


7 I OG AF 
e ne utter <disinclination of the English, in 


genetat;:to-inquire into-what the natives axo- 


doing. - - Nothing: relating. to them. exeites 
much. interest.» “Phey: constitute, distinet 
world from Hic Bis %, 
métiners, @nd-religion, the English under 

stand ttot.. But -chiefly-the -personal degra~ 
dation of the Hindoos, from poverty, of 
cirewiretanees and ignorance. of mind, .se- 
patates the two-nations ;-so-that. ap-English- 
lady or gentleman, in Calcutta, is generally 
much better weaainees with what hes. pass- 






sect: for that, prevailing ignorance, 
concernin Hindoo scenes. dif general,.st my 
as the the licentious ‘ceremonies of the Ru 


on self-evident jidcinde But. it has lege 
es established, that a pbs 








iii: A Taindsgs 
rt ly urged tovthis act by @ sentiment. 
r, but. byte conviction: of aa 
basieaisyanareen Mood; . or by “symp: 
ae ‘He devotes himself to"death with 
the same feclingvand-on the same. pringiple, 
that he devotes his“ first-born” “child to ) Gun. 
ga,” tnd ._caii be caiibehold the the infant. inthe the jaws 
of the alligator igator withouteex ‘compassion or comn=~ 
piltidtion:. ‘The edvocates for the tranquil 
* continuance of the superstition-of Brahma, 
will not deny, that,- whatever be: its actual 
character, or whoever be the spiritual 
that rules its votaries, it see ti, ; 
“tender ee -of nature.” = 


: SAS — 
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“It is proper I should sty something on the | 
subject of thé Second Letter inthe following , 
pages. In three publications’ concerning - 
India, viz. “ A Memoir of the Expediency ; 
of an Ecclesiastical Fstablishutent,”” the 
“Christian: Researches tr Asia,” ind the | 
“Brief View of the State of the British Co- 
lontes in Respect to Religious Instruction,” 
there is uy expositivi: of the _peentiar subject 
-of that letter. And it is most ceitein, that 
it would not now have been given, had not 
_an attempt been made, in a paper laid before : 
the Council of the Nation, to represent the 
~ sculptures‘on the walls of Juggernaut” as 
: heing as harmless, in regard to their moral 
effect on the Hindoos, as the figures on an 
Etrmscan vase ave to us: from which. the 
conclusion naturally would be; that the wor- 
ship of fhe Hlindoos is~#6t more -conta- 
. minated by indclicacy than that of the 
“English. - 


~ T would beg leave to ‘notice in this place 
the late discusston in Parliament concerning 
the enormities of the Hindeo worship, und 
the attempt made by “some Honourable 


; PREFACE. * 
__ ings which chiefly-exeited animadversion, Was 
“that which sefers to the burning of womea,. 
But I. presume that it-is now. generally ~ 
known, that subsequent: statements “of in- 
_dubitable authority have fat exceeded utiine, 
_ and have set; the question at rest. meso 


— ee — aoa s 
RSs oe ett 





‘tilided.so-are net aware, that-a‘work has 
‘been recently published in. Bengal,-in four 
volumes quarto,"entitled, “ An Account. of 
the Writings, Religion, and Manpers of the: 
~ Hindoos, including Translations from their 
principal Works; by Willianr Ward, one of 
the Baptist. Missionaries at Serampore g! 
which has ‘been bought'np with avidity. ip 
Indiay-has alfeady passed through two. edi- 
tions, and is new republishing in aie 
It was printed under the immediate. eye of 
the Supreme Government {as it necessarily 
must be), and possesses an uriquestionable 
authéiiticity, generally, on the varioussubjects 
concerning which it treats.» It takes the 


findoo books, recent “évents, and living 


\} 





F-women,-slétortare, ) and the ie 
alee: thes Hindoo, voip 
matiner as’ shews: that’ T° 

entered the Vestibule of their tine 


=. 
states, that: ally 2 







Widows 
aciavithin tite prea in 
. the'year 1803, and“ that the return: ‘made 
— total of: fut -hundred and: thirtyseigtit?” 





ai eins 


 Wwnbonbiliéjiae 1796, the folowing most 
§ and ‘atrocious murder, 

oe perpetrate 

ae a ce jou 01 


ies * Subu, with : mura, death, 










PREFACE.” » Xt, 
© from Calouttae-Vaucha-ramua Psanihun, | 
* of the above place, dying, bis wife went to 
“ be burnt with the body ; all the previous 
“ ceremonies were performed ; she’ was fast. 
* ened on the pile, and the fire was kindled, - 
'# The funeral pile. was by the side of. some 
© brushwood, and neara river. , It-was-at’a 
«late hour whgn the pile was lighted, and 
# was avery dark, rainy night... When the 
« fire began to scorch this pour woman, she 
seonttived to disentangle herself from the 
“ dead body, crept from under the pile, and 
hid herself among the, brushwood. . In @ 
* little ‘time it-was discovered that only one 
Md body wason the pile. ‘The relations imme+ 
“diately took the alarmy- and: began,te hunt 
“for the-poor wretch who had made her 

of escape. After they had found her, the son 
-. dragged her forth, and insisted npon. her 
“ throwiag herselfupon the pile again, orthat 
“she should drown or hang herself: She 
« pleaded for her life, at the hands of her owa 
: “ son, and declared she could not émbrace so 
“ horrid a.death. :.But she pleaded i vain ; 
“the, son urged that be should lose his cast, 
is ons that, therefore, he would die or..she 
_ 0 nable to persuade I her to hung or 
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“ drown herself, thé son and the others then 
“ tied Hierhands and her. feet, and threw her - 
on the funeral pile, where she quickly: pe-_ 
« risa,” : 
The other example, which far exceeds - 
- the ‘foregoing in awful enormity, is -the 
‘following :—* Goopinat’hu, @ Bramhun ent- 
*-ployed in the Serampore printing-officd; 
“in the year1790--saw. tweny-tug females 
“ burnt alive.with the reinthre-ef Ununtsi, 
“a Bramhun of Bagnuparu, near N udeeyu, 
~ This Koolinu Brambun had more than. @ 
“hundred wives. “At the first kindling of | 
the fire only three of these wives had aré 
“rived. The fire was kept kindled three days tt" 
When one or more arrived, the ceremo- 
“nies were gone through; and they shrew 
* themsdlues-on-‘the blaning fire! --Ovi the frst 
“day three were- burnedy on the~second’ 
“ and third days, nineteen more: Ameng*’ 
‘ #these-women, some were as much as forty. 
“ years old, and others as young as sixteen, 
: ¢ The three first had lived with this Bram-' 
* hun, the others had seidom secn him.. He 
“ married in one house-four sisters; two-of 
“t these. were among the number burni!” ~~ 


” PREFACE: oy. 


“Nowe if the horrible transaction here re- 
lated did not take place, it is very easy“ to 
ascertain the fact: “Nudeeyu, or, as it is 
commonly called, Nuddeea, is at no great 
distance up the viver above Caleutta, The 
e¥ent is said te: have oecurred.in the yeat 
1700, ff it did take place in that yeat, 
hundreds of. people now alive must have 
witnessed it. ‘The Brahmin, who hada hun- 
dred: wives, must_have_been—xeil known, 
Letthetnquiy then be made s-and let the 
credit of the. work, generally, rest on the re - 
ult, know nothing of the merits of the 
book, but 1 depend on the character of the 
‘authors and the circumstances under which 
*it is published; and I. say that the proba- 
bility of the truth-of the transaction just re- 
‘lated is as great as the absurdity would be 
cof supposing the following case, , viz. ‘ That ~ 
van author could be found ia England. whe 
“should publish a work, in four volumes quarto, | 
in which it should be stated, that in the year * 
1799. twenty-two women were burnt alive 
on the banks of the ‘Thames at Richmond, 
and that the fire was kept burning three 
days:. and, .moreover,. that the. book. wes: 
published -with the express leave--of the: 
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King,. under the eye and.responsibility- of 


-his government*.” 





As certain gentlemen from India have been accused in 
Parliament of * pertinaciously denying facts, 48 the easiest 7 
“mode of resisting’ the religious improvement of India,’ it 
is proposed to do them justice, and to prove their sagacity, . 
by the investigation of the above sacrifice of twenty-two 
women on one pile ; and their attention should be steadily 
fixed in the contemplation of the subject, until they ‘or 
their parliamentary accusers shall have obtained the victory. 
Or if they should like the investigation of the following fact 
better, image wadopied with equal _propric ty: the event 
occurred in May’ or June of last vear, at Cibaak ati, not far 
from Calcutta ; arid the account of it was’sion after printed 
and published in Bengal. A Keoleen Brahmin died at Cha- 
nakuli, “ who had married twenty-five women, thirteen of 
“whom died during’ his life-time : the remaining twelve 
“* perished with him on the faneral pile, leaving thirty chil- 
“« dren to deplore the fatal effects of this horrid system.” 
The same printed account immediately states the fullowing 
fact, as illustrative of the system:— Some years ago 'a Koo- 
“een Brahmin, ofconsiderable property, died at Sookachit- 
ra, three miles east’ of Serampore (where the missionariés 
clive). He had married. moze than forty, women, all of 
“whom died before him, excepting eighteen. Qn this oc- 
* casion a fire, extending tén or twelve yards in length, was _ 
“ prepared, into which the remaining eighteen threw them 
** selves, leaving mote than forty children, many ef whom 

are still living.” 
»Or, if the case of the seventy women, who were sacrificed 
in. May and June of last year, within two lundred miles of 
Calcutta, of whom the tvelve sbove-mentioned.were a part, 
‘ and éf whom a list. and particularaccount, recorditty hame 
and place, was lately inserted ia the public papers,-should — 
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Ziegenbale, and his fellow-missionaries, 
first gave the cnly satistactory account of 
the manners and: religion of the South of 
India". It was to be expected that the Nee. 
sent Missionaries in Bengal would give the 
most particular account of the North. In 
every beathen nation, the Missionaries are 
generally best qualified to delineate the 
. character of the inhabitants. . Both in the 
Easiern and Western Hemnspheres the reli 
gious ten have described the country, and 
mauners of the people. The commerciat. 
men in the East know, in general, very 
little of the subject. Resident generally in - 
towns or on the sea-coast, and occupied by 








be thought a more suitable subject for inquiry, it may be 
undertaken. This, indeed, appears to he the fittest cuse of 
all for trial and actual proof; for it is stated that there ere 
*‘one hundred and eighty-four” wervessrs, who may he 
produced; namely, the one hundred and eighty-four orpians 
of the deceased fathers and sacrificed mothers. The places 
where these witnesses reside have all been printed ; and are 
not, in general, far from Calcutta.—(See Appendix, No. 1X.) 


* The transactions of the Trauquebar Mission fill many 
‘volumes in quarto, in the German language. A very small 
portion of them has been translated into English, 

’ / -¢ _ 





‘peral emt Setlietitete 
pS ne a scenes, we have’ lately - 
varies yah exainples ——. 








Christi pity jn. different ‘provinces, which 

Tas. be been contemplated. by many with utter 

“nstousshment, .. The The circumstance, however, 

; maybe acconnted for, in sme degree; ‘by 

ze , sors india is “not 

“jes than three thousand. miles in extent. 

_ Now: the: Shetland Islands are only. seven 
pee ‘tiles from® London ; pie @-mer- 








nersand estos ofthe Sand 
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gal. knows in general -very little of what is 
passing seven hundred miles trom that pro- 
vince, - But, . if the question respects a dis- 
tance of two thousand or three thousand 
mules, it is much if he have a map of the: 
country. Inthe time of Governor Hastines,: 
the iife and acts of the illustrious Swartz, his. 
contemporary,: and of his.learned predeces- 
sors and their transactions at the Courts of 
Tanjore and Mysore, andthe proguess.of 
Christianity in the southern regions-and- 
Ceylon, were all of them. circumstances 
nearly as-much unknown in Bengal, as the 
transactions .ef the Catholic Missionaries at. - 
the Court of Pekin, onthe state .of Chris- 
tianity in the interior of China-- 


‘The great extent of Flindostan in longi-~ 
tude and latitude; may alse accouut, in 
some degree, for the diserepancy of rela- 
tions concerning the Hiadoo people; for in 
the nations between Ceylon and Cabul, there 
are as great differences in manners, customs, 
and religion, as in those between the Shet- 
land Isles and Constantinopie. Our nation 
has lately wondered at the flattering ac- 
i c2 : 
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coun: given of the, Hindoos at the bar-ef the. 
House of Commons, by some eloquent’ ad- 
yocates for the continuance of their, exist 
ing state. Bat the above consideration, of, 
the great extent_of the Indian Contineit, 
may suggest the possibility, that, in some, 
favoured region, a people. may, exist.; 
differing in certain, respects; from the, Elin. 
doos in genéral; “ a civilized and. moral 
* people; —-who. “ treat their females with 
« conkideriee,~ respett~atdadelicacy;”. who 
practise the virtues. of “ hospitality and 
« charity,” -who are“ distinguished by the 
“ finest. qualities of the mind;” who are 
* brave, generous, and humane, and their 
“truth as remarkable as their courage;” 
and who, in short, like St. Pierre’s “ happy 
Indian family,” may well make Christians 
blush... The accounts do, not add whether 
diese. Tiudgos uve. yenounced the w orship 
oi the Lingam;. for the adage still holds 
good, “ If you would know the character “f 
* the nation, look at the tempie.”—It is. 
good rule in our gencral reflections on na- 
licns, to. beware, lest Ly undaly exalting 
paganism, we should debase Christianity, 
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It is.a yet better-rule to acknowledge the 
~ Bible. in our old agé, and td do some honour 
to Christianity beforé we die#. Many of 
us from India had, certainly, little opportu- 
ehity of doing honour to Chistianity there. 
Let us then Jook into the Bible at home; 
and while we cherish with laudable anxicty 
a desire to do justice to the Hindoos, to 
give -to Brahma that which ® Brahma’s, 
Tet us also endeavour-<“+e~ ervemamt’ God 
“that which is God’s.””” We shall shortly 
be placed in cirtumstances, even perhaps 
before we leave this world, whew the reilec- 
tion that we had “stood on the Lord’s side,” 
will be grateful to the son}, and support the ~ 
“sinking spirits; and, when, in thé review of 
all the nations which we have witnessed, 





"It is to be hoped, for the credit of British India, that | 
the next generation of gentlemen returning from that coun- ; 
try, will nat expose themselves to the severe and pointed, 

: remark of Lord Milton, the son of Earl Fitzwilliam, in his 
speech in the House of Commons. “ U want no more,” 
said he, “ to convince me of the necessity of the religioud 
* improvement of India, than the sentimertts which have 
“ been uttered this evening by geutlemen returned from 
that quarter.”-—Debate of the 17th of June, 1813. 
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and in recollection of their principles and 
actions, we shall bequeath. to them this wish, | 
_That the book of God’s revealed will may 
go forth among them, as the best blessing © 
to mankind ! | a 


Uae July, 1813. 
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TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OR THE. HON. 
. xc. + EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


woNovRABLE sIits, 

_ ID WAS yesterday favoured with.a copy 
of a letter addressed by Mr. Charies Buller to 
- your Honourable Court, dated the. 19th instant, 
which: has beeu ordered. to be laid on the table of 
the House of Commons, relating to the worship 
of the idul Juggernaut; and 1 now beg leave to 
submit some ramayks on that document... Lhe re- 
ference. which the writer makes to me by name; 
and to my publications on this subject, will apo- 
logize for my doing myself the honour of address- 
ing sone Renaurapie Cour 2 a 

Pa 1, Me. Buller fally Souhi: Sic-aseentd 
points, the general statements made by me, con-. 
cerning the part which the Bengal Government has 
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-takee 4n the superintertdance of Juggernaut, and ft in 
‘defiving revenue from the worship of the idol; but 
he defends the policy.” With that T have notbing ; 
‘todo. “He admits, also, that self-immolation un- , 
der the. wheels ‘of the car is ‘practised, but thinks» 
: the mstarices are rare... T am of opinion that they 
are rare also; rare, L mean, when compared with 
the number of females inmolated on the funcral 
pile. He heard of one immolation while he was ; 
at Juggernaut ; and I have stated that I saw two 


2. THe sity patt’or his Teter that I need to 
“notice, is that which relates to the indecency of ° 
the exhibition at Juggernaut : :—* On that point,” . 
he says, “ my Attention was directed to'a pub-- 
“*Tication by the. Rev. Claudius Buchanan, who 
“speaks of a priest having. pronounced certain - 
ff obscene stanzas in the ears of the people; and of 
‘certain, indecent” gestiires. exhibited by. a ‘boy 
* and a priest on the car.” ..On this passage Mr, ~ 
Piller chserves :-—T do not mean te doubt the 
1 gt fact withrrespect to thesindécent gestures - 
" “ said to havé been exhibited on the car, all Ican - 
-* say is, that if such things are done I never saw : 
~* them.” In the foregoing. quotations: I. state 
what I saw in 1806, and Mr. Buller states what 
be did not see in 1809, 


‘S On. my witnessing the atrocities at Juggers 
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naut in 1806; I wrote letters from the spot’4o a 
Member of the Supreme Government, end to the 
"Senior Chaplain in Bengal, containing portions of 

“iny.journal as now given to the public, and ex- 
i pressing a hope that the Bengal Government would 
use its influence in suppressing the sanguinary and 
indecent exhibitions. These letters vere after- 
‘wards fairly copied, and put into the hands of 
many. Men’s minds were shocked by the recital, 
and Govertment was blamed. It is possible that 
Mr. Buller may not have heard of these letters, 
‘although they were certainly in the hands of his 
intimate friends ; and in that case no blame is im 
- putable to him for not having alluded to them. 
Previously to this, one of the members of the Su- 
“preme Government (Mr. Udny) had protested 
-against any interference at all with the idol Jag- 
gernaut*; and the Marquis Wellesley bad de- 
clined giving his sanction to the law for the super- 
jotendance and -controul of the tcemples--The 
question. Tow - was, Avhether;“tncer existing “cit: 
cumstances, the enormity of these scenes might 
not be, in some degree, qualitied. What, instruc- 
tions Government may haye given to the Saper- 
intendant of the temple on this head, ¥ do not 
know, as I soon after leit the country, If they 





_.- * See Mr. Udny’s Minute: Appendix, No. IV. 
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. gavenone, this is directly contrary- to the eviderice ; 
of Mr. "Graham (himself a Member of the Su- . 
preme Government), before the Committee of the , 
House of Commens._ If the Government did is- 
sulz sume instructions on the subject, then that fact ‘ 
aloue may account for the difference of the svents 
which were exhibited to me in 1806, and to M 

Buller i in 1809*, . 





“w] allege it mn be found, that Me. Baller has eared ; 
me with an erroneous statement in rezard to the existence 
of that whieh 1 mpself contributed to abolish. Not that ¥ can 

© believe it-is abolished. By no meaas. Licentiousness is ; 
accounted as legitimate @ character of the Rutt Jattra in 
“india, as it was of the feast of Bacchus among the Greeks, © 
‘But E colleet from’Mr. Baller’s account, that a circumstance | 

“bas taken place which J Tad feason ts expect would result 
from ny public remonstrance, and from the influence of the 
Government at Juggernaut; naniciy, that-there is ag jonger 
any improper exhibition. in the presence, of Europeans of 
fy or authority. Tad myself urged on the members of 

Bengal Government, that although we could not welt 
uate with these festivals in other places, we might do it 
here ; inasmuch as we had now assumed the regulation of 
ahs place and temple (the law for the “ superintendance and ; 

* management of the temple” having ‘passed about two 
months before Larrived), and as the priests would doubtless 
be civil to our requests, as receiving their salaries at our 
hands, This reaoning was admitted 3 aud YT was given to 

; understand that something would be done, yi 
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; 4. I shal now however assume, for thi “abe of } 
‘argument, that the Bengal Government did not 
send instructions to the Superintendant of Jugger- 
naut to endeavour to qualify the enormity of the 
public exhibitions: and shall proceed. to- review 
the opposing statements of Mr. Buller and myself. 
even under that supposition, I shall simply state, 
in the first place, that what I saw in 1806 was 
‘seen, in part at least, by others... appeal to 
Henry Hunter, Esq. superintendant of the temple 
in 1806; and to. Captair Pattorramt Lieutenant 
‘Woodcock, military officers in the Company’s ser-” 
vice, then on duty at Juggernaut, whether. they 
‘have not at any time witnessed the priest, who, for 
the time, directed the car of the idol, standing with 
his long wand in: his hand behind the woodet: 
‘horses, projecting this wand significantly, and with 
most unseemly action, using at the same tinie other. 
indecent gestures, and accompanying these ges- 
tures with songs andextempore speeches, addressed 
‘toa TUNES ee of both sexes Beet or 


. Mr. .. Buller wonders how I should know at 


a 





* I might also refer to Captain Comyn (or Cummin), & 
visitor, and to other gentlemen: who might have visited Jug- 
gernaut about that period, some of os aay notes be 
Row in ) England. - cians - S ad a 
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thospeeches of the’ priest were indecent, “as he 
‘thinks it probable I did not understand the ver- 
nacular tongue of the province of Orissa. In re . 
‘piy to this, I have to observe, that I had two 
translations of the langnage; one froin the inde- 
cent gestures of the priest, whose attitudes too 
plainly interpreted his words ; and another from 
my servants around ine, who could translate every * 
word he uttered. ‘ —~ 


© 6. The writer ‘has argued, in ‘two different 

places of his letter, as if 1 had said that “« my cers 
were shocked by- hearing the songs.” “I have: 

used nosuch words, nor any thing'like them.: My 

words are these: “I feit a ennsciousness of do- 

“ing wrong, in woltnessing this disgusting exhibi- 

“tion; and, was somewhat appalled by the mag: 

"nitude and horror of the spectacle.” 


“7 The writer marvels, in the next place, that I 
should have heard any thing distinetly, on account 

- of the tioisé OF the pcaple « clapping their hands, 
“‘ talling, shouting, and merry-making,” in a crowd 
-* of about one hundred thousand ;” particularly. 
“when, owing to the distance of the platform on 
which the priest stands, one could not by any 
“endeavours get within ten yards of him.” Mr.” 
Buller would leave it to be ‘inferred here, that I 
was not within “ten yards” of the priest :~- 
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whereas I state, in the: printed. account, that { TE. 
*“ went on in the procession close by the tawer ee 
and,. in the letters civcuiated at Calcutta, it was 
stated, that I was so close to the tower “‘ as lo, 
receive a garland of flowers froni the hand of the: 
“ priest.” The tact was, [ could touch the car with 
_ my band, during almost the whole time.. : : 

, Mr. Buller observes again, that the“ noise: 
“ of the people was incessant, and.without inter~ 
“ mission, so ‘that he. could_not-heat any. thing 
‘* that was said.”....Doubtless.-he could net hear. 
what.was said by the priest, if he stood at a dis- 
taneé.It is proper to explain here that, on these. 
occasions, Europeans in India usually look on at 
a distance, on account of the press of the peoples 
At Juggernaut, “in 1806, the English gentlemen 
" usually satin the Cutchery, or publié office, to see 
. the procession pass. I sat there for a: while of 
different days; but I.could hear or. see nothing 
distinctly, except st, thé. moment -of.. passing, 
and I -joined .the — procession... Mr. Buller 
mentions that some ladies. were with him: 
it is therefore probable that Mr. Buller -sat 
all the while with the ladies in the Cutchery, and 
‘that. they did not follow the idol for two or. thrée 
hours,. to see,what was.transacting among the 
people, at. their celebration of the tamed. Rutt 
Jatra. > oe NY 
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~9-Mr. Builer thinks that -the ‘noise of the 


_ People about the car is “ incessant, without in- 


“ termission’;” but-if he had joined the car, ha 
would have found that this is aot the case... When- 
the priest pronounces his stahzas, which -he doe’ 
generally -while the car stands stiil, there is a s0- 
lemn silenve among-the people who are near it, 
and they listen with keen attention: at the con- 


» Glusion they respond with a sensual yeil of appro- 


bation, and. then urge the car along. Many-such 
yells Tam sure Mr: Buller must have heard; al 


_ though he-might not have known what it was that 


produced thea, To suppose that the priest 


. should, omany public occasion, address the people 


and not be listened to, is hardly consistent.. Mr.. 
Baller’s acknowledged ignorance of this notorious 


“circumstance, viz. that there is a frequent, in- 


termission. of the noise of the people about 
the car, and a gaping attention to devour the 
words. of the priest, entirely convinces me 
that he must be whoily ignorant of many in- 


‘ portatit particulars: of the native scencs at Jug-" 


gernaut, 


40. I do not impute it asa fault to Mr. Buller, 
that he bas come away so imperfectly -informed 


_-Yespecting the scenes of Juggernaut; nor do I 


much. wonder at it... In the sight years during 
which I believe we resided together in Calcutta, 
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a never met Mr. Builer once, thal i cau remem: 
Her, in the district of the natives, attending a Sa- 
hamuron*, or witnessing their processions or relir 
gious rites. I never heard that he had any taste 
for. investigating the existing customs. of . the 
people, or any solicitude to understand the cha- 
racter of their superstition, whether for the purpose 
of extending Christianity or of palliating idoiatry. 
«And I dare. say he will candidly confess, that, 
while he beld his. high station. at Juggernaut, he 
never dreamed of. putting his. person.to jncouve- , 
nience “or danger, by. prosecuting researches. of 
this kind ;. and that, instead of visiting frequentiy, 
_with such intent, the noisome precincte of the 
polluted town and temple, he preferred. te salu- 
_-brious. gales'at his residence, on the. picasant 
shores of the neighbouring sea.. I do not, I say, 
impute it as a tacit 19. Mx, Buller, that he fas not 
a taste for such inquiries; but I wonder -exceed- : 
angly that, usder such circumstances, he should, in 
an official letter to your Honourable Court, intend. 
ed to.be laid on the table of the Hovse of Cum-- 
’ gnons, bave urged (at least with gravity) two ole 
jections so frivolous as the following: First, that 
possibly 1 did not understand the dialect of Orissa; 
and second, that probably, if ] did understand i, 
I-was at too great a distance from the speaker to 
“+= Burning of Women. © 
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nike 
ae 


_ hear what was ad. On these:two-inuendos reats ; 


» the whele argument of Mr. Buller,.on the point in 


question, addressed to your Honourable Court. .. ” 


-11.. Mr. Buller observes, that nothing improper 
in the exhibition could have. been apprehended 
when he was at J uggernaut, otherwise the gentle 


men would not have asked the ladies to witness the | 


. procession. . This is spétious ; but it. amounts to 
little when the circumstances are explained. .- Mrs 
Hunter, in 1806, (long before Mr. Buller’s ar» 

"rival. at: Juggernaut), would -deubtless discouate- 

ance any indecency as much as he could, and 
would request the officiating priest to suppress it 

’ atleast in the presence of Riisopeuian: I certainly 
-had_ some conversation with Mr. Hunter on the 


‘subject. ... There was no lady at Juggernaut when, 


+1 was there. On occation of the first lady coming 


to the place, we may believe that some endeavour . 


would be made, by the interference of the Com- 
pany’s officers, to prevent any thing improper from 
being practised, while the-idol passed the Cut- 


chery. If the director of the car was aware that - 


any particular practice would give offence to the 


Superintendant of the temple (whose local influs. . 


ence we may suppose. is very great), he would, 


without doubt, in deference to his rank and au- - 
thority, suppress it in his presence, or while pass=:' 


ing the Cutchery. But this decides nothing as, ta. 
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“the character of the Hindoo festival of he Rit: 
Jatra. Had Mr. Buller accompanied the car in 
‘@ private character fora few days, he would have 
selurned to England with very different impress 
sions of the orgies of J uggernaut*, - 
“12, It will now: be Proper to-advert to the . 

_ Stanzas of the officiating priest while directing the 

ear, Mr. Buller admits, that “the songs in ques-, 
“tion, if be may rely on the information he re- 
“ ceived, are. denominatedGubbee.”» He was 
wightly informed. - ‘Lhey are licentious sougs, re- 
counting the amours of their gods, and are replete 
with obscenity. Mr. Buller. apologises. for the 
use of the Cubbee in these words > “ But whoever. 
“ keows any thing of the Hindoos, must be aware 
“ that their veneration for antiquity will not. allow 
“ them to depart from any thing which fas ouce 
“formed. a part of their ceremonies.” ‘Dias is 
truly said. If left to themselves, without instruce 
tion or regard, the Hindoo people will never depart . 
from their ancient superstitions, however sangui- 
tary or obscene, ; 


-~ 15. As to Mr. Buller’s attempt to justify the 

recital of the Cubbee in the public festivais of ine 
’* Tuse the old orthography in writing this word. Englich 

ergans.capnot pronounce Jag,h-nat,h. 
_ : Boe 
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Hindoos, by intimating, that it is “4 species Of 
“ seng not very unlike that which is admitted into . 
* our own sacred writings ;” J.will not svffer my- 

self to make any comment upon it in a letter ad- 

dressed. to your Honourable Court. Mr. Buller 

adds, “ Ours” (i. e. our Cubbee) “ I imagine are 

not at present read. in any parts of our service.” 


a 


14.-‘The observations and arguménts of Mr. 
Buller, in his letter, go to countcnance an opinion 
_ that thete is au obscenity in the Hindoo worship 5 
that its ancient charactér “fas suddenly disap- 
peered; or at least, if it exist in the derivative 
streams, that it is not to be found at the fountain 
head. ‘He says that he not only never saw, but 
that he never heard of any such thing, Mr, Bals 
ler knows weil, that if he did not chuse to make 
inquiry. the natives would never let him hear any 
thing to their disadvantage. But I must beg 
“Yoave most respectiully to assure your Hovour- 
_able Court, that Mr. Buller is entirely mistaken 
in his estimate of the character of the Hindoo 
worship. The two characteristics of the worship 
of Brama, are impurity and blood. The em- 
blems of the former vice are engraved in durable 
sculpture every where on the walls of the: temple. 
_ Why are they thus engrave cd? Becanse they con- 
stitute the very essence ot the Brahminical super- 
stition. No labour. of language, no aes : 
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of expfeSsion, can ever do’ away this most’ notoe 
ticus fact. “I would add, that there is not asingle 
‘ -authentie historian of the Hindoo manners and 
religion from. Tavernier down to this time, who 
has ventured to dissemble it. 


: 


15. Having said thus much on subjects which 
Mr. Boller controverts, I think it ft now to noticé 
4 subject which he does not controvert, namely, 
the horrible effects of the concourse of Pilgrims at 
Juggernaut. -Mr:--Buller-considers ~“ that the 
“ pilgrims come from-all parts of Hindosten, from 
“upwards of 1600 ‘miles distance; and that a 

- *Jarge proportion of these consist of tlie old and 
“infirm, who come for tie ex press purpose of lay- 
“ ing their bones within the precincts of the city.” 

-He further argues, that even if there were ten 
immolations af a single festival, if would not be 
Surprising, considering the extent of the popula- 
tion ; “ for I suppose,” he adds, * the whole of 


- “the Hindco population, as far as Cabul,- to be. 


“not much short of two hundred millions.”:--= * 


16. Mr. Baller would niaintain the proposition, - 


“that the imposition of the tax diminishes: thé 
“number of pilgrims.” But the events of this 
last year render this proposition very questionable, 
I would observe in the mean time, that Mr. 
Buller would place’ ihe policy of the tax on a new 
Da as 
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ground, namely, the diminution of the number 
“ of pllurims, and the consequent prevention of, 
“ famine and death.”.. Unfortunately for this ar--_ 
gumert, it ‘is ‘a_well-known fact, that while the: 
temple was under the native dominion, when the 
tax 6n admission was higher that it is now, and 
when a discipline was preserved among the pedple 
which we would not think it right to exert, the 
concourse of pilgrims was yet immense, in peace: 
able iimes incredibly great, and the consequent 
evils in the necessary “proportion. Mr. Bulles. 
_ describes the state of Juggernaut, about 1803, ia 
the following words: “ During the time that 
“ access was allowed to the temple without the . 
“tax, the throng of people at the place was so 
great, and such a considerable number of the 
“ poorer classes took that opportunity of visiting. 
“the temple, that I was informed that-severeal 
- “ persons perished from actual want of subsist- 
“ ence. ‘The scenes on the road were, I am told, 
“truly shocking“, But since the tax has been 
“ continued, the numbers of the pilgriins, parti- 
' “ cularly of the lower classes, have considerably _ 
« diminished.” I should regret to see the tax 
“ ebolished, as the abolition of it would render 














‘These scenes took place just previously to Dr, Buchs- 
nan's yisit to Juggernaut, which was in 1806. . 
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it difficalt to restrain and Tegulate the numerous 
(bodies of pilgrims who resort to the place; and 
“Cit would in all probability be- the caase of the 
“revival of those horrid scenes of distress which 
““were beforé experienced, when the tax was dis« 
“continued, and of which the traces are still to 
“be met with-in the numerous human bones on 
“ the road.” - 


17. Your Honourable Court will be concerned 
to hear that the accounts lately réccived represeiit” 
the state’ of Juggernaut as being more shocking’ 
than ever.’ The .“ revival of those horrid scenes,’”” 
which Mr. Buller only anticipated from the abo- 
lition of the tax, has tuken place during its centi-* 
nuance. In the Pericdical Accounts Fecently . 
published, -which have. been’ transmitted by the 
Baptist Mission in India, there is a communication’ 
from the correspondents of the Society i Orissa; 
Messrs. Peter, Smith, and Green. Mr. Peter had” 
been stationed for some time as ‘Missionary at 
Balasore, from whence he proceeded to: preach at 
Buddruck, Gaj-poora, and Cuttack, in his way to- 
wards Juggernaut. He states, that the anxiety-of 
the pilgrims to hear him explain the Christian 
faith (for he is a native born, of dark complexion,” 
end speaks the language like thentselves) was un-" - 
accountably great; that their avidity to receive’ 
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copies of the Holy Scriptures was extienies and 
that it was altogether beyond his ability to supply 
the demand... He adds, that the English Colonet 
and his officers have beet present on those occa¥ 
sions. Messrs. Smith and Green write from Cut® 
tack, that the worship of the idol Juggernaut had 
heen more numerously attended than usuak ‘You 
“would have been astonished,” say they, ‘‘to see 
“the vast number of pilgrims crossing the river, 
“at Cuttack. As far as the eye could reach we 
“-could not see the end of the ranks; it put us in 
© mind of an army going to battle.”—-“ You can 
. easily conceive what a multitude of men, women, 
. and children must have been assembled at the 
“temple, for one hundred and fifty, or there- 
“ abouts, to have been killed in the crowd, They 
“trod one upon-another in approaching the tem~ 
“ple gate. Ten Sepoys per company from: all 
“ the battalions, from Barrackpore to this station, - . 
“had permission to visit the temple. A famine. 
“ was produced in the country, and great num:. 
“ bers of the pilgrims died of hunger. and thirst. 
“ We talked to some of them, but it was of no 
* uae. ..'They. said; whether we survive or not, we: 
* will see the temple of Juggernaut before’ our : 
* death. Numbers killed themselves by falling 
“ under the wheels of the idol’s car. They laid . 
* themselves flat on their backs, for the very pur-_ 
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*pose-of being érushed to” death by it *.°~ The 
number of the pilgrims here said to have been 
‘killed in the crowd, may perhaps be overstated, as 
the ‘writers probably received the report of the 
natives. But if two-thirds of the number were 
deducted, the horrible p tcormstaices of ee case 
remain » the same. A a et 


shes 


18. T shail add the iesinity of Dr. Carey on 
the subject of the consumption of human lives at 
Juggernaut at this time. I need not add, that Dr, 
Carey is a man of unquestionable i integrity ; that 
he has been long held: in estimation by the most 

- respectable characters in‘’Bengal, and possesses 

very. superior opportunities of knowing what is 

passing’ in India generally. In a letter patty 
teceixed, he thus expresses himself: 
( “ Idolatry destroys more than the sword, yet ~ 

“ina way which is scarcely perceived. The 
“numbers who die in their long pilgrimages, 

“‘elther though want:r fatizue,-or from dysen- 
“ieries and fevers canght by lying out, and 
‘want of accommodation, is incredible. I only 
“mention eve idol, the famous Juggernaut in 
* Orissa, to which twelve or thirteen pilgrimages 

“are made ey. year. It is calculated that the 


4 
‘ ; ae é 
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* Periodical Accounts of Baptist Mission, No. xziii, 
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“ « gamber who go thither. is, on some occasions} 


“£600,000 persuns, and scarcely ever less than 
@ 109,000. _ I suppose, at the lowest calculation 
$ te that, in the year, 1,200,000 persons -aitend, 


_“ Now, if only one in ten died, the mortality 


4 & caused by this‘one idol would be 120,000 in a 
year ; but some are of opinion that not many. 
imore than one in ten survive, and return home 
“ “agaitie, Besides these, I calculate that_ 10,000 
“women annually burn with the bodies of their 
“te' déceased husbands, ‘and the multitudes destroy: 
# ed i in ether methods would swell the. catalogue 


“ to an extent almost exceeding credibility %” 


~~ N 


‘ Ww ith regard to the number of women who burn | 


j themselves annually in India, there are two ciry 
cumstances which render it probable, that it is at 


Joast as great as Dr. Carey computes it. The first: 


is, that. Mr. Buller, who was long Secretary to.the 
Board of Revenue iu India, has calculated that 
the population, extending as far as Cabuil, is not 
mach “short of “two undead “millions.” The 
other circumstance is, that a Report has are 
rived, , printed in Bengal at ‘the press of the Mise 
Sionaries (and your Honourable Court knows the 
j attention of your Lengal | Government to every 
thing + that is printed there), stating, that “ Seventy 





* Periodical Accounts of Baptist Mission, No. xxiii: 
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“ Females had’ burned themselves in the months 
‘“of May and June last, between Cossimbazar 
“(about two huadred miles above Calcutta) and 
“the mouth of the Hooghly river, leaving one 
“hundred and eighty-four orphans.” ‘The name 
and age of every woman are given, aud also the 
places where the burning took place, and where 
the orphans live, These unhappy witnesses can 
satisty those persons who may doubt the truth of 
the printed accgunt*, ; ; 


19, There is a disposition prevalent at present - 
to disparage the testimony of the Christicn Mis. 
sionaries. It is supposed by their adversaries 
that, if they can in any way impeach the credit of 
a promoter of Christianity, they gain somewhat 
ia the.present question. But the cause of Chris- 
tianity will prevail. It will be found, that the 
profession of Christianity and a desire to promote 

, it, are gencrally accompanied by a Jove of truth. 
The respectability of the Chiistian Missionary 
will encrease in this nation, while the character 
and testimony of the supporters of Brahma will - 
sink and be diminished. It is true, an ardent. zeal 
for the diffusion of the blessings of religion will, in 
some cases, particularly in the view of impious © 

scenes, excite indignation, and may produce too 





* See Appendix, No, EX. 
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_ high a colouring in statement (which is exceed-- 


ingly reprehensible), and narrators may make mis: — 
takes in description. But still the substance of 
the facts (which they think it necessary to commu: 
nicate to their country in defence of the-honour of 
Christianity) will remain. In like manner, @ writer, 
animated by a zeal of a contrary character, may 
be able, by the power of high embellishment, by. 
noticing indifferent: circumstances and. entirely 
suppressing others, to represent the idol Jugger- 


- Haut as being merely one of “ the gay and elegant 


deities of Greece and Rome ;” but the substance’ 


-of the facts, as stated by others, will remain the 
same: it will still continue true, that Juggernaut 


is a fountain of vice and misery. to millions of 
mankind; that the sanguinary and obscene charac- 
ter of the worship is in the highest degree: revalt# 
ing; and that it will be a. most happy event when ~ 
our Christian nation shall dissolve its connection 
with that polluted place. ; 

~ 96. The annual waste of human life, from the . 
canses that have been mentioned, in the territories 
under the dominion of the Honourable the East- 
India Company, is a subject of appalling contem 
plation. Every friend of humanity must be-often 


“putting the question, Is this scene to continue for 


ever? Can there be ne melioration of human ex- 
istence in India? Are there no means of mitigating 
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_ the anguish of reftection i in- Rigiand, when we cong - 
sider that the desolations.of Juggernaut exist une 
der ofr government? Yes, we answer, there are 
means. -We have secn with what avidity the 
idoly Scriptures are received by. the pilgrims, 

hese pilgrims come from every part of India; 
some from Cabul, a distance of 1600 miles, and 
some from Samarchand. . They are the represen- 
fatives of a population, amounting, as we have 
seen, to “ two hundred millions.” They are of” 

: every caste, and many of them of no caste at ail. 
"Phe Bible is, by the inscrutable providence of God, 
-athand.:- itthas been translated into the lanwianes” 
of Yudia. . Would it not, then, be worthy of the 
Fast- India Company to order ten thousand co- 
pies. to be distributed annually at Juggernaut, in - 
‘any manner that prudence would justiiy, and ex- 
-pericnce direct, as a sacred return for the revenue 
awe derive from it, if it should be thought right 

’ that that revenue should still be continued? The 
Scriptures would thus be carried to the extremities 
of India and the East. Is it possible that the 

~shadow of an objection should arise against such 
a measure, innoxious, as itis humane and heavenly, 
in its tendency? Are we atraid that “ the 
“wretches. who come to lay. their bones within 
“ the precincts of Juggernaut” would mutiny and 
take away our dominion? Would not the conse- 


44 . LETTER no 


spienice ia rather, that “ the benny of Him thet 
* was ready to perish” would rest upon yoq? > 


- TE have the honour to be, ° 
' Honourable Sirs, 
. Your most ebedient Servant, 


G BUCHANAN. : 


Kirby Wall, Rorobridge, 
"45th May, 1813, 
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a0. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE HON, 
EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, _ 


“MY former letter to yout Honourable 
Court of the 25th May, having been hastily called 
for, I had not time to notice a certain ‘part of Mr, 
Buller’s letter so fully as the occasion demanded. 
I therefore now beg permission to address yout 
Honourable Court a second time. pews 

1. The subject to which T would now beg leave 
to direct the atteation of your Honourable Court, 
fs the attempt made by Mr. Buller to exterivate 
the impure characier of the Hindoo worship. He 
acknowledges that indecent emblems are sculp- 
tured on-the temple of Juggernaut, and that he 
has seen them ; but he adds they are tnerely what _ 
may be seen “ in representations of ancient sculp- 

. ture.” This is true; they are of the same cha- 
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racter with those which ornamented the temple of 
’ the obscene god at Rome. Mr. Builer has also, 
without doubt, seen the painted and engraved’ em-~ 
blems on the cars of Juggernaut in Bengal. _Itis 
proper to observe, that in some places the Rutt, 
or chariot of the Idol, as well as his temple, 
is covered with characteristic devices. At 
“Ishera, about eight miles irom Calcutta, the 
chariot of J uggernaut is treshly painted previously 
to the annual Rutt Jattra ; and the figures (which 
exceed all conception for variety of obscenity), 
become the objects of sensval gaze to persons of 
both sexes. It is thought necessary that the god 
should have his appropriate insignia, before he 


a 


sets ont on his progress. No classical scholar _ 


‘can witness these representations without being 
reminded of the Phallic cercmonies. Now, 


any man were to assert that, after such preparation : 


and with such accompaniments, there was yet no 


impropriety in word or action mapifested in the . 
subsequent procession, and by a people too who ‘ 


worship the Phallus, could we believe him? For, 


in endeavouring to elicit the truth on the subject 
in question, which Mr. Buller has agitated, and 
to which he has drawn the attention of your Ho- 
nourable Court and the Imperial Parliament, we 
ought not to forget (and the whole nation ought 
at the present time to keep it in mind), “ That the 
“mass of the Hindvo people worship an indecent 
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“ einblem.”- Some sects have an‘allusiba to“it i 
the: marks of cast painted on their foreheads. 
Some pagodas assume an analogous shape*~ In 
sacred groves, -and in the temples of Maha-deva 
{the great god) the significant Lingam presents it- 
self conspicuously -to view.- It is the daily, em- 
phatical,. primeval, and almost universal worship 
of the Hindoo people. - For the truth of this fact 
I refer. your Honourable. Court to every civil and 
militaty .officet in your service who has passed- 
' through Hindostan; and to every historian of the” 
| customs and supersiition of of the Hindoos that can _ 
. be.produred...- : 


: 2. The RuttJattra bears some analogy to thean-; 
cient feasts of Bacchus. Learned men entertain no 
doubt of the fact.. “The worship of Bacchus was 
“ the same as that which is paid to Siva.. It had 
“ the same obscenities, the same bloody rites, and. 
. ‘the same emblem of the generative powert.” 
An aiithor well verséd in the mythology of the 
South of India, expressly calls the Rutt at, the. 
temple of Ramisseram.“ the car of. Bacchus}.” 





* Paolino, p. 378. 
+ Asiatic Researches, vol. viii. p.60. 8 9 pss 
t The triumphal cars, employed to carry about the © 
«- images of their gods on days of solemnity, are also of 
“"* beautiful workmanship. Some of these cars cost from 
E :  * . * = 
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The temple of Ramisseram is also within the’ ter- 
ritories of the East India Coinpaay, and is-nearly 
as famous in the South, as Juggernaut is in the 
Nytth, of India. A particular account of the 
atenes exhibited at the Rutt Jattra of that place, 
may, I understand, be soon expected, In the 
mean time the Rey. Mr. Cordiner’s narrative may 
“suffice. That gentleman describes the “ Swamy 
- Coaches” or Rutis at Ramisseram, which place 
he visited in 1804, ia the following terms: ‘ The 
“outside ‘is covercd with an extraordinary assem, 
* lage of obscene images represeniing lewd and 
“ indecent scenes too scandalous in the eyes of an. 


“ 20 to 30,000 rupees. Of this kind ig the car of Bacchits, 
“ in the temple Ramanacoil (or Ramisseram) on, the boun-- 
“ daties of the kingdom of Marava. There are others 6f 
“ like- kind alse at ‘Tiruvancoda, Cangi-puri and Jagare 
“ nat.”-—Paoline, p- 390. 

“ Besides these grand festivals, there are several others 5 
* such as the Shiva-ratri or the Night of Shiva; ou which 
“the Phallopboria ceremonies that relate to. the worship” 
“ of the Lingam are celebrated. On this occasion all the? 
“* inhabilants of both sexes hasten in great numbers. to the: 
“ temple of Shiva or Maha-deva ; remain there the whole 
“ night; sing all sorts of indecent songs in honour of the 
* Lingam; go a hundred times in solemn procession 
“around the temple or-around a tree, wader which a 
“ Lingam is placed; and carry about with them, at the 
same time, 2 wooden representation of the Lingam amidst: 
™ dancing and singiag,”—Paolino, ‘p- 36L. zs 
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{European to admit ofa description? “Each carz 
- “riage has four wheels of solid wood, and requires: 
“ two hundred men ta draw it. When they are 
*_ dragged along the streets, on occasions of great 
: “solemnity, woiner, in the phrenzy of felse deyo- 
“tion, throw themselves down before the wheels : 
“and-ure crushed to death by their tremendoug-- 
© weight, thesame superstitious madness preventing 
* the ignorant crowd from meking any attempt to 
‘tsave -them,’—Cordiner’s History of Ceylon,’ 
“woh: fi fac 16. eo eee 
28. [t ought. further: to he observed, that the: 
Phallic worship includes the H indoo Triad, Brah- 
ma, Vishnoo, and Sheva, The’ pedestal - is: the, 
type of Brahuia, the Yonj that of Vishnoo, and: - 
the \Lingam or Phallus that of Sheva*, “Aud so . 
peculiar are the effects of this impure worship on. 
the minds of the Hindcos, that they are disposed - 
to symbolize the objects of nature in a manner 
anslozous to it: Ifa man digs a pond, he tonsi- - 
ders it-asa Yoni, or ersblem of female nature, and. 
he conscerates it by fixing in it a mast decorated. 
- With:a chaplet of flowers. ~The sea, or well or 
| Cave, conveys a similar type. A mountain; ober 
» lisk, or any thing couical, excites the idea of the 
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‘Lingam*. "Thus," in Tke’manner as Christian 
spiritualize natural scenes for an edifying purpose, .- ‘ 
the Hindoos sensualize the objects of nature. a 


_-4, It seems worth while to-consider what was 
_ the ultimate object of Mr. Buller, in addressing’ 
your Houourable Court, and! through .you the: 
Council of the Nation, on the rites of J aggernaut. 
It could not be merely te describe more accurate 
‘ly the circumstances of a Hindoo festival; or, to’ 
offer an opinion respecting the sculptrres on the 
temple, for the satisfaction of the antiquary. 
Had these been his objects, I should not have 
been disposed to notice thei. But his purpose 
seems to me to have been, to excelpate the Hin:: 
doo worship from the charge of blood and ini 
“purity, in order that our Christian nation might 
feel itseli justified in leaving the Hindoo peaple 
as they are-rinvalved in.a baneful superstition. . ..: 


oe wee ae ete 


egard to ine charge of blood, the seventy 


-.$ Inv 

immolations of females in Bengal in the months of 

May and June last, just brought before the public, 

will be a-sufficient answer7. The same proportion 
“ of human life is. supposed to be devoted to des- 
. traction in the same way every current month, 

I 
“® Moor’s Hindu Pantheon, p. 373, 
+ See Appendix, No. IX. - 


. 
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ar his is @ horrid. and pajufal : recital to the ‘ectings ; 
- of the nations! The ery of such blood,: atising 
_ from a country ‘placed under.a Christian admini- 
str ation, cannot fuil to enter the ears of.-the Lord 
of_Sabaoth.. , . 








6. ‘As to the i jpn of the Hindoo isi, all : 
beh argument of Mr. Buller in extenuation of it is, 
(without referring at present to its obvious prin- 
ciple), that when he happened to be at J uggernaut, 
she did not see any thing improper in the scene. He 
admits, indeed, that he might have heard the Cubbee, , 


“had he been near enough. But of what conse- 


“quence, js it whether there be a cessation of inde- 
cency at tinies before Europeans at Juggernaut or 
‘notr If there were even a complete cessation, . 


syhat, I would ask, is the occasional exhibition of 


: times without bumber ? 


jndecency at a public festival, compared to thé 
common, constant, characteristic impure worship 


‘of the people? Is Mr, Buller prepared to inform 


bs, that the worship of the Lingam has ceased? 
or that it has been diminished j in his time? or that ~ 
he indulges the smallest hope that it ever will be 


_diminished ? Why then need he be at pains to 
‘tmake the Hindoos appear a chaste and decarous 


people i in the eyes of the English, when his own 
eyes must have witnessed their impure _yetship 





Eg 


’ 
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G. Bey mah wha has studied ‘he's genius a the . 
Hindoo superstition, knows that the centemplation . 
~of indecent. emblems, frow early yeuth, is a foun- 
tain of Hicentiousness 6 the people. "The prosti- 
tution of the heart to sensual images in the daily 
worship, is the deep, copious, prolific source of 
general impurity of heart, and indecency of spéech 
and action. With such an ordinance of worship 
prescribed from infancy, can we believe it possible 
that wy people should consider lasciviousness as 
a sin against God? They might indeed consider it 
ag asin against public reputation, aad against poli- 
tical principle; for the policy of the rudest na- , 
tions will restrain community of. vice: But that 
the Hindoos: ih general account lasciviousness a 
sin against God, is what. I .think the told- 
cest-advocate for their ee will not venture. ta 
athena’ : “3 








« originally attached to fliese pune H sit it is  Tikely that’ 
« the inventors themselves might not have foreseen the dis. 
+ ovde¥s which this worship wouid eccasion amongst man_ 
“kind: “Protligacy easily embraces what-fiatters its pro- 
+ 4 pensities, and ignorance follows blindly wherever example 
_fexcites. It is therefore no wonder thet a general coreup. 
* tion of manners should ensue, increasing in proportion 
« as-the distance of time involved thé origital meaning of- 


s 
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& Let our Christi ‘nation’ then behold the. 
; ete part of the Hindvo. people, a hundred, 
million, at least, of aur fellew-creatures, falling, 
prostrate before. a black stone, and that black, 
Stone an indecent emblem!. Let us imagiie the 
females decorating it, according to their constant 
custum, with flowers! Let us contemplate, the 
probable effects (without any specific relation) of: 
such .a worship on. the general morals of tte 
people ; and then Jet us deny to India the instruc: 
tion of Christianity, if we can. u 


9. Oue argument aie ‘sometimes by. the 
European defenders of the Phallic worship is, 
That young persous do not understand the em: 
blems, as they are not exhibited eutirely in the, 
natural form. - But:where is the sense of supposing 
& person -worshipping emblems which he does 
not understand? One should think, that the very 
first business of the Brahmins would be to make 
the: pubescent youth understand’ them. - Besides, 
is it not admitted that the people pronounce at 
their festivals certain Licentious songs, which must ” 
“the: symbol in darkness and oblivion. Obscene mirth 
“became the ¥RINCLPAL feature of the popular aupersti- 
‘tions anT'was even, in after times, exteuded to and inter-. 
mingled with gloomy rites aud bloody sacrifives:”-—Asiat, 
Res, val, vill p.. tr gS Leki Oe 
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scon explaiy the’ siipposed™ inystories = = adimited 

and familiar songs consecrated -by religion ‘and at 
- ancient use ? Ancicnt they doubtless are, ail bear: 
a strict analogy to the Phallica. Asmata*, the . 
Phellic songs of Greece and he -gyPt é ob She 


ak Bet the grand olay of éertale philosé 
phers for the worship of the Lingam and its come 
penion, has been, that they are merely symbols of 
“the procreative power of the Deity; and therefore’ 
chat the worshippers may have very sublime concep- 
‘tions, and cherish very pure thoughts, notwith- 
- standing the presence of such objects. “I do not, 
_ however, believe that thete exists a philosopher 
“among us, who will now seriously avew and defend 
“the proposition, ‘That the constant . exhibition of 
“sensual images will not taint the ke) nf oe 
"youthful ual : cre 
ence naiereyan es oamnencemnen etapa enrages yas. Paget 
oe daANaa Acct dn : 
“+ © The Sacte of Siva, whose duakccin| is the Phallus, js” 
“ herself typified by the female organ. This the Sactas 
worship; some figuratively—others LITERALLY.”—-In 
; this last mentioned sect “ (the Sactas) a3 in most others, 
“«. there is a right-handed and decent path, and a left- handed 
* and indecent mode of worship; but the iudecent worship — 
“of this sect is most grossly so, and consists of” unbridled 
-“ debauchery vith wine and women.’—“ They requite 
_ their wives to be naked when attending them at their de-- 
© yotions.”—-See Mr. Colebrook on the Religious Cete-- 
monics of the Hiedeos.’ As. Res. vol. vii. pp. 280, 281.5. = 
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oT The: only object which I can conceive Mr... 
- Buller to have had in writing the letter which has 
‘been laid before Parliament, is that of insinuating” 
that the Hindoos are not imbued by such impure 
principles: as hag. been asserted, and that there- 
fore it neéd give us no pain.to see them remain as 
they are. . It becomes necessary, therefare, on the 
‘other .hand, to assert the truth;. and (how ever 
painful it must. be to the-pure mind) to reveal the 
_ whole scene of the polluted worship’ of-Brahaa, 
‘in its, principle, essence, otigin, “and practive, 
‘Let us only. suppose (to bring this matter home 
"to our feelings), that the youth of both sexes in 
Great. Britain were brought to. the tempie, | und 
‘instructed to worship indecent symbols; and what 
must be the effect on-.their moral. habits! Is it . 
“then to be regarded as either decent or humane to 
labour to perpetuate this unseemly worship of our 
tellow-subjects in India by excluding true reli- 
gion; or to endeavour to extenuate its moral ture 
pitude in the-face of a nation professing the © pure 
religion of Jesus Christ? 2 ee 
vas IQ. Mr. Buller has told us, that he saw suaxeas 
‘sculptures on the walls of Juggernaut ;. but has 
_ not told us what he heard of the .scenes -within. 
‘Had he wished to give the English nation-a just 
‘dea of the worship of Brahma, there are two cir- 
cumstances of a fundamental character i in relation 


: $6. aes * darren th 


; penton) in the outset, Vids ie ee 


ta ‘that worshig, wlitch, he wotld no doubt: have 





First, The band of. courtesans eek. for Ae . 
service of the temple. These form a part of ihe 
teligicus .procession in the public streets on ¢ere 
tain days, and are kept in every great temple of 
Hindostan. . From infancy they are prepared by 
education and elegant accomplishments for publio 
seduction. . Now, these priestesses. form-the char 
raeter of the. worship, “ being consecrated,” sayg 
Sonnerat, “ to. the honour of the gods.” . They 
are the ministers of the idol,-and it is.a part of their 


‘service to sing hymns to his- praise. Is Mr. 


Buller then prepared to inform us that this charao- 
ter of the worsbip is abolished, and that the cousr 


'-tesans at Juggernayt.do. not receive the accuse 


tomed stipend presented, with other charges, for 
the. sanction of the English Government? He 
knows that we. might as well attempt to raze. the 


"tower of Juggernaut from its foundationsas attempt 


to remove this constitucnt: part af the Brahmivice) . 
ritual, And thus it is throughout the extensive re- : 
gions of the Hindoo idalatry—the ministration of * 


"the priestesses being a. natural fruit of. the worship 


of the Lingam. Does not this admitted fact alone ; 
set the question @t rest respecting the character of 5 
the worship in question? In regard, however, t@ : 
its moral effects ; for that, after all, is the main ob- 
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- ject to be ‘considered. let us only sirppose that the: 


youth of Great Britain, of both sexes, were accus- 7 


tomed to worship at the aitar in company with a 
band of impure females, invested with 4 sacred che- 
racter, and then to ~vitaess the songs and dances of 


* those females in, the same place, and what: would be 


the character of the pair? of this county: in a, 
few years Pes Ms d * 


x 3 - 


- Second: Yn my vide account of the transac-” 


tions at Juggersiaut, 1 wished to state nicrely ‘what! ; 


I myself saw; and therefore, as I was not within, 
the temple, I have aot thought fit te mention what 
Theard.: But-Mr. Buller having resided for some 
time af the place, and having held while there a 
high official station, must have hed various oppor: 


tanities. of obtaining satisfactory information a3 ° 


to the character of the scencs within the temple, 
particularly at certain festivals; and under such 
circumstances ‘he might have stated what he hart 
heard to thé piiblic with perfect confidence. ° “Is uff 
then, according to Mr. Bualler’s information and 
belief, pure, is ail decorous, within the temple? 


‘ 


And; if it be not, what signifies it whether, at - 


certain *“feitivals, the ministering priest used uit 
_ seemly attitudes f m the presence of the Europear 
supertiutendant or not? If there actually be im-. 
purity .“ within,” in the sacred place—in’ the res 
cess of sanctity——-Low can & vindication of Juggers 


pad 


* 
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naut -remove ‘this: : corner-stone.: from Brabi’s) 
temple* a. ‘ Nei 
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: That the enh of Brahma is constitutionally impure, 
is demonstrated by the following fact, There are temples 


_of consecration for a life of impurity. These exist at Cam- 


baya, Tivikarey, and other places, in Hindostan. Taver- 
nier first, I believe, amonyst Protestant authors, (he was’ - 


“French Protestant merchant), mentioned the existence of the 


system. ‘ From Cambaya,” says he, “ you go to alittle 
« village distant some three coss, where there is a pagod, 
“* to which all the Indian curtisans come to make. their of- 


~*-ferings. This pagod is full of a great uumber of naked 


oe sie Among the rest, there is a large figure of one - 
that seems td resemble Apoils, with his parts all, une. 
® wered,’—CGirls of eleven'or twelve years old, who have: 


been bought and educated for the purpose, are sent by their 
_ mistresses to this pagod, ‘to offer aud surrender themselves 


“up to this idol.’—[Tavernier’s Travels in India, p. 37; 
fol. ed. 1678.] For the import of this last expression, ‘set 
Anquietil da Perron’s description of the pagoda of Tivikary, 
and of the rite observed by “les jeunes Brahmines,” in his 
Zeud Avesta, vol. i. p. 29,—From these temples of consecra- 


"tion, issue females for the other pagodas and for the general 


fudian public. Thus we see that there exists in this world 
a superstition, whose principle is “to hallow impurity.” 
But surely Atheism itself will not defend a system which 
would sanctify the act of wickedness by a solemm rite of 
religion. Tavernier was at Cambaya about 1540. What 
a vast and extended scene of turpitude, amongst our fellow. 


. ereatures, presents itself to ihe imagination from that time 


to this! Is it possible that any man whose mind has beet 
cultivated under the influence (in the least degréc) of Chris- 


“tian principles, can permit himself to say of such a system,” 
Let it flourish ; let it continue forages!” : - 
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43, I would not impute a bad motive to those: 
Asiatic gentlemen who maintain a different opinion 
from me on these subjects. Much allowance is to 
be made for the effects of an imperfect education 
previously to leavi.g England, and for the consti+ 
tutional habits which grow upon men by long in-° 
fercourse with Indian scenes, and which, in some 
instanecs, have changed the very principles and 
character; but I apprehend, that those who la- 
pour to extenuate the atrocities of the Hindeo 
idolatry may be justly charged with two most s¢-" 
rious delinquencies :— First, by defending and con- 
tuming a sanguinary and obscene superstition, they 

_are in effect guilty of the utmost cruelty tow ards 
whole nations of mén ;—and secoridly; they are 
guilty of a culpable indifterence to the truth and 
aati: of the Christian religion. 


“{ have the honour to be, - 


Honourable Sirs, ; 
ise Your obedient, Servant, 


Cc. BUC HANAN. 


Kirby Hall, Borobridge, 
Bth Jure, 1812. 
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TO... 
LORD MINTO.: 


| ape 


LETTER. » 


_ TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO, 
a - » &e. &e. &e. ° ~ 
MY LORD, < 
I BEG leave respectfully to submit to your 
Lordship soinc particulars regarding the present 
state of the Christian Religion in Bengal, which I 
have thought it my duty to communicate for 
your Lordship’s information at this time, a 
I trust your Lordship will do me the justice to 
believe that it is with the utmost reluctance I 
trouble your Lordship with a letter'on such a sub- 
ject so soon after your entrance on this govern- 
mept, when as yet few, if any, of the circum- 
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stances noticed in it can have come to your Lordy. 
ship’s kuotvvledge, Z 

T have no other view in soliciting your Lord-.- 
ship's attention to them, -but the advancement of 
learning and religion. Perhaps no one has ad-i 
, dressed your Lordship on the subject since your -_ 
arrival ; and there are certainly many particulars‘ . 
regarding their present state, which it is of im- 
portance your Lordship should know. 

Leing about to leave India, I feared lest I 
should hereafter reproach myself, €. I:-withheld. 
any thing at this time which I’conceived might be 
useful, particularly as [have been further encon- 
faged toaddress your Lordship, by your Lordship’s 
"known condescension én ‘reveiving any cotmuni- 
gations which are honestly intended, 
Megat! Phd gest ead dhcgs Be : oe 
J haye the honour to be, ry Lord, _ 

With much respect, ; = 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 


~ Cignedy & meer 


ie Caleutta, ae v : wh 
~ 9th November, 1807, -: : 


yt ; 
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“woCTUE RIGHT TON. GILBERT, LORD MINTO, GOO? 
VERNOIL-GENERAL, &c. &e. &e.! 2. 





RY LORD, 
ToT nap the hott to téedive a letter from 
the Chief Secretary to the Goveramentunder date 
the 11th September, desiring that 1 would submits 
for the'inspection of Government; the manuscript 
af some Sermons on the Prophecies. which L iny 
tended to publish. I shall willingly subinit these 
‘discourses to your Lordehip’s perusal, and shai! be 
happy to receive such observations on them as 
your Lordship’s earning and candour may suggest 5 
put IT cannot submit them to the judgment of the 
Officers of the Government. My reasons for de- 
_-elining to comply with the wishes of Government - 
in this respect, it is incumbent on me to state; 
‘and. I feel confident your Lordship wil consider 
them to be satisfactory. ; 





9. It will not have escaped your Lordship’s ob- 
servation, even in the short period since your aysi-. 
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“yal, that some of. the officers of your Lordship’s* - 

government do not manifest any zeal for promeot- 

ing the knowledge of the Christian Religion in 

India: : they consider, that a zeal in this respect 

would not. be. consonant to a wise and pra- 

deni policy. I am willing to believe that they 
advise according to the best of their judgment ; 
but.e principle pure and just in itself, if it be not 
. tenderly exercised in reference to other important 

obligations, may become extravagant or pernicicus. 
For instance, not-to promote. Christianity may,.m 
certain circumstances, be prudent; but to repress 
Christianity will not, I think, in any case, be de- 
fended, . It is not necessary to observe to your 
Lordship how much the ‘minds of Europeans assi- 
milate to the native characicr after along resie~ 
dence in this country, and how difficult it is for 
men, even of good sense and honest intentions, 
while involved in the mist of this prejudice, to 
view the Christian religion in the true light. 

.* 3. During the administration of the Marquis 
Wellesley, the spirit of. promoting learning and 
religion .in India was general and ardent; but 
after the. leparture of that nobleman, a great re 
volution took place.’ A spirit, directly adverse to _ 
the diffusion of religion in India, most unexpect- 
edly broke forth, just as if it had been confined by - 
hig presence. . This’ spirit appeared Jong before 


the insurrection in Vellore. 4 mention this, lest 
your Lordship should suppose Abat it originated . 
with that event; for | understood thai the “ Mas- 
saure at Vellore” has been’. uuaccountably ad- 


’ deced:as some sanctiorto the principle of oppes- 


ing the progress of the Christian Religion in Ben- 
gal. - 1 had opportunities of judging of the causes 
of that-event, which were peeuliar. - I was in the 


Nicinity of: the place at the time ; I travelled for 


two months inmediately afterwards in the pro- 
winces adjacent, with tie sanction of Goveroment ;. 


. aid Lheard the-evidence of Christians, Mahome- 
. tans, ond Hindoos, on the subject. That the in- 


ay 


surrection at Vellore had ng counection with the” 


Christian Religion, direetly or indireetly, immedi- 


ately or remotely, is -@ truth which is capable 0 of 
aiaeheeae Peruse ety Bee : 


23 





aA The nts so hostile tc he progress 5 of Chris- 
aity in ludiv, appeared first in operation about 
two yeas ago, and has been acquiring strength 
aver.gince, ‘- It has exhibited itself: ia ‘&stries of. 
acts, the recital of which will. sufficiently illustrate 


- to your Lurdship the temper of mind which pro- 


duced them. . These-acts are, however,’ not to be. . 
considered as the official and acknowledged mea- 
Sures of the respectable person, who preceded your 
Lordstnp in tie government. Sir. George Barlow ; 


” has often:ekpressed:kis'approbation of the means 


fo (MEMORIAL... “65 
used foe the diffusion of Christianity in Todi and 
Te sincerely desires its success.” These ineasures 

ave not been generally considered as the ofispring 
of his unbiassed Judgment. Besides, most of 
“them are extra official, and ‘with soine of them he 
‘is perhaps yet unacquainted. They will probably ° 

. appear to your Lordship to have been dictated by 
a timorous policy, proceeding from minds some- 
what agitated by ‘the responsibility of a weighty: 
empire, viewing at the same ‘time Christianity as * 
an innovation in India, and magnifying that‘inno- 
" vation, perhaps, into a revolution. - The acts - 
which have pldfily” manifested this alarm are 
many.” It will suffice to notice fo your Lordship 


the four following : 2 7 
eee % Pen mos 








* 5. First. The withdrawing the patronage of G 

_vériment ‘from the translation of the oly Scrip. 
: tures into the Oriental Tongues. * 

‘The translation of the Scriptures had com- 
meneed in the College of Fort William, at the ex- 
"pense of Government.” When the Honourable the 
“Court of Directors directed a reduction of the 
“expenses “of that institution, it: was resolved to 
make provision for the continuation of the transla 
tion of thé Scriptures by public subscription, and 

“to exonerate the Government entirely. Tt was ac- 
“tordingly proposed that a Committee of the Col, 
op od a othe should ‘Superintend the translay 
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tions, and ééntroul the aaveattiute,. This mee 
sure had been recommended by certain of the. 
Jpishops and by some noble persons in England, 
who wished to aid us in the translation of the 
» Scriptures 5 and the countenance of the College 
was merély desired, with the view that the im- 
; portant work might be conducted strictly inthe |” 
principles of the national church, and not fall en- 
tirely into the hands of: dissenters, as it.has since 
done. | Your ‘Lordship will be surprised to hear 
that.this proposition was rejected. _Governinent 
withdrew its patronage from the work entirely, 


- ynd even refused to give its countenance to the 


subscription. - The immediate consequences ‘of 
this unexpected blow was the loss of ample funds ; 
for there appeared at the time, throughout all 
India, a disposition to encourage a literary under- 
‘taking which was ees sO Ponouavls to a 
nation, ‘ 

Considering the difficulty of obtaining Gti instru- 
quents for the conduct of such a work, the religi« 


gus and moral importance of the work itself, and 


‘ats advantages: to the general interests of Oriental 
Literature, your Lordship will telieve, that this 
Morfeiture of public encouragement, ‘under such 
‘auspicious circumstances, has ever been viewed © 
“with regret by the friends of learning and of rell- 
“gion in Europe and in India, : ; 

“Thy disappointment, however, fas id one te 
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of “the Christian Institution in the East*,” which 
. Carries the translation of the Scriptures, in some 
ieee eS 2 - < 

LF Early in 1866, in the view of the Transiations of the: 
Scriptures ceasing in the College of Fort William, Dr. Bu- 
Ghanen resolved to devote whatever influence he possessed in 
his official character as Vice-Provost of the College, to the 
aid af the Trayslations in the hands of the Baptist’ Missi. 
Quaries,-and to endeavour to excite as much of public inte- 
rest in their favour as possible. For this purpose, he drew 
ap “Proposals for a Subscription for translating the Holy 
& Scriptures into the following Oriental Languages: Shans. 


“vourable fésults it accelerated the establishment 


. “crit, Bengalee, Hindoostance, Persian, Mahratia, Guseratee, ~ 


-* Ortasa, Carnata, Telinga, Burmah, Assam, Boctan, Tibet, 
“4 Malay, and Chinese ;?-—— containing a prospectus of {ndian 
versions, and observations on the practicability of the gene- 


ral design: signed by the nine Baptist Missionaries, and‘ 


dated,“ Mission House, Serampore, March 1806,”"-~’Dhat 
paper was composed entirely by Dr, Buchanan, part of it 

‘ from materials furnished by the Missionaries, But as it 
:Was apprehended the name “ Baptist” might not be auspi- 
cious to the design, in the general view of the publie, Dr. Bu- 
“ehanan did not admit that word, but designated them * Pro- 
“ testant Missionaries in Bengal ;” as it stands in the propo- 
Sals.. Copies were distributed liberally in India and in Eng. 
Jand. To some of those distributed in Engisnd was prefixed a 
frontispiece representing a Hindoo receiving the Bible, and 
»_“ bending to the Christian Faith,” Copies were transmitted 
: fo almost the whole of the Principal civil efficers, and to 
many of the military officers in the Honourable Company’s 

* service throughout Hindostan, from Delhi to Travancore 3 
many of whom had never heard of the Serampore Mission 

F2 





trout of the Bengal Government. ~~ 


of the fanqua ge tnnoorlaians fot beyond the eon- 












- = 


“before. Dr. Buchanan obtained permission, at the same time, 
<to send the proposals, in his official character as Vice-Provost 
-6f the’ Collegey free of expense, to all parts of the empire ; 
and lie decompanied- thensyin_ most instances, with a letter 
“Flom himvelf, "The design ‘received encouragement from 
every quarto? aitd a stimeof about 16007, Aras, soon raised 
for the: translations ;-to-which the late Rev. David Brown 
‘ ‘ te: 7 ee , ae eee es 
<5 of the -publie was the more easily ob- 
sd fom: itsbeing implied in the proposals-that the un- 
would enjoy the countenance of the “College. 
“Phat expectation-was expressed in the following terms +t ~ 
> # Par: XIo Our hope'of success ih this-greabundertaking 
ceyepend’ chiefly on the patronage of the College of Fort 
ec Wiltiane To thacinstitution we are much indebted for 
seeftecprageéss we have already made. Oriental finale. 
4 tion has become comparatively easy, in consequence of 
Ze gute Waving ThE nid of those learned mien from distant pro- 
ieGqieos int Asiagawho hayé assembled, during the period of 
« {helast sik Years, at that great empsrinm Eastern Letters. 
‘ap race intelligdent'Stenigers Voluntarily engage with us in 
~©tyaiislating the Scriptures into their respective languages ; 
aidthey do wot conceal their admiration the sublime 
a6 iy sept, and Divine eloquence ‘the word 
i of Gods “He” plan ‘of these transiations was sanictioned 
_ke at an early period by the Most Noble. the Marquis Wel- 
w jesiey, the great patron of tiseful Tearning. To give°the 
# Ofyristian Scriptures to the inhabitants of Asia is indeed 2 
«work which every man, who believes these Seriptures to 
he froth God, will @pproves” Tn Windostan alone, here it 






‘ 
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¢ to suppress. the transla‘. 





“tion of the Scriptures... 4... bitiye 2 pS 


“a great variety of religions ; and there. are some tribes 
“ which have no certain cast or religion 4t all. To rendet 
“ the revealed religion accessible to'men who * desire” ity 
“to open its eternal sanctions, and display its pure morals 
* to those who « seek a religion;? is to fulfil the sacred duty 
» “ ofa Christian People, aad accords well with The humane 
“ and venerous spirit of the Eniglish nation. poe Nee 
“XE 1t may also be expected, that ihe design will he 
nL generally encouraged, on the ground of its promdting the 
_* diffusion of Oriental Literature, and affording new fi : 
- * ties to Europeans in obtaining a knowledge of the various 
+ © languages of this great empire. With every trartetation of 
“ the Seripturés ints a new language, it is Inteuded to give’ 
+ @ gramusar of that language, if none already exist. Ps 
“AULA copy of these Proposals has been forwarded to 
’ “the British Ambassador at Petersburg, with a request that 
“he would submit them to his Majesty tle Emperor of all . 
“the Russia some of the languages above-mentioned be- 
“ing spokew in regions bordering ou the territories of his 
“ Majesty.” 4 ae ’ 
”“Althoagh the Goverment of Bengal withdrew its patro- 
nage, most of the individuals in every part of India whose 
‘sitpport was’ then secured, being satisfied that the simple < 
translation of the Holy Seriptures must ever be a measure 
“utterly devoid of objection, have contiaued steady friends 
‘to the undertaking to thisday, peg 
oe Afterwards, whén Dr. Buchanati visited the southern re- 
“gions of India, and had witnessed the trinmph of Christianity 
“ 3on the one hand, and the horrors of Paganism on the other, ; 
“he concelved the design-of an institution of » more gencral., : 
“nature for Oriental Hlumination, than that contined to Beu- 
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_.An_ attempt syas next rade to suppréss the, 
jranslation of the Scriptures entirely, and this at- ° 
tempt had alinost succeeded- a US 


nn 


iy 2 . % 


iil. {See his meditation on the banks of the Chilka Lakeg 
‘on a Sunday niorning, in view of the tower of Juggernaut, 
L_Christian Researches, p. 142] ‘And on his return to Cals 
‘cutta Th’ the following year, ke proposed to the Baptist 
Mission, that the different societies and individuals in India, 
engaged in translating the Seripturcs, should associate 
‘(merely in that character) under the ‘name.of “ The Chris- 
tian Institution in the East,” or the “ British Propaganda ;” 
“qn ovder that their operations might have the appearance of 
‘Deing national and not sectarian; and that thus they wight 
“be able to vie with the “ Romish Propaganda,” whose fame 
is yet alive in Asia. Tt was proposed that the Missionary 
pursuits, property so called, and the indivitiualestablishments . 
of each sociefy should remain peculiar and private as be- 
“fore but that the (ranslators of the Scriptures should act 
“i concert, and maintain an amicable correspondence with 
a, each other, under the general superintendange of the Rev, 
“~ Mr. Brown, Provost of the College of Fost William, who had 
formerly, in discharge of his office as Provost, superintend- 
ed the translations of the Scriptures in the College 5, and 
would now continue to be the organ of communication ta 
Govermnent, and be responsible for the views and proceed., ° 
ings of the fenersl society. This proposition the Baptist 
Society declined ; and in consequence, the proposed pame — 
of “ Christian Institution ” was but partially assumed. The. 
other branches, nevertheless, were generally associated; 
and the Rev. Mr. Brown, superintended those branches of” 
* She department of Scriptural Traaslati 





n, as they came suc- 
see baila : 
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‘To suppress the translation of the Scriptures, is 
40 suppress the Scriptures. I can make no further 
¢bscrvation on this, in addressing your Lordship, 


7% Third. Suppressing the encomium of the 
Hon, the Court of Directors, on their venerybl 
Inissionary the Rev. Mr, Swartz, 

The Honourable Court had sent out to Fort 





Cessively into operation, to the day of his death, viz. the 
Rev. Henry Martyn and his co-adjutors Sabat and Mirza 
Fitrat, Transtators of the Hindoosranee aad Arabic, at Cawn- 
pore; Messrs. Cran and Desgranges, transiators of the Tr« 
Unga, at Visagapatim ; Thomas Jarrett, Esq. translator of 
the Sumatra or Western Matay, at Madras *: the Syrian Bi. 
shop and his priests, translators of the Malay-alim, at Tra- 
vancore; Sebastiani, transiator of the Perstun, at Calcutta; 
and Dx. Leyden of the College of Fort William, translator 
of the Pushtu, Maldivian, Baloch, Macassar, and Bugis lap- 
guages, Mr. Brown also opened a cerrespondence with 
“Panjore, Tranqnebar, and Columbo, coficerning editions of 
the Scriptures in the Tamul aad Cingalese. : 
Exclusive of the 16001, ubove-mentioned to have been 
subscribed for translations by the Baptist Missionaries, Dr, 
Buchanan had put down his name for 060 rupees, 6201. ; 
but after his return from visiting the Christians in Travan. - 
core and other places, he withdrew his subscription from 
the Northem Mission, which was now well patronise:t, aud _ 
“applied it to similar objects i in the South where it was most 


wanted. 


* Dr Buchenan does not know whether Mr. Tareett continued to prose: 
tote the tranalation after he Jett India, 


ye EMORYAE? 
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: ; 
ee ara rear ee 
St. Géorge a mafble 


the church of St. Mary, to the memory of Mr... 


$wartz, inscribed with a suitable epitaph ; and they” 
anwounced it, in their general letter, dated 29th 
“October 1806, as a testimony of the deep sense 
“hey entertained: of his transcendant merit, of his 
ynwearied labour’ in’ the’ cause’ of *réligion and 
“piety, and of his public ‘services at Tanjore, where 
the influence of his name and character was for 
‘along course.; of, years productive. of, important 
-bodetits to the Company.’ The Honourable. Court 
“further adds :~** On no subject has: the Court of 
“* Directors been fhore unanimous, than in. their 
“& ansious desire to perpetuate thé mertiory of this 


"eminent person, and to excite in others an emnu- 


“if lation pf his. great example.” ‘They direct, 
ifinally, that “translations shall. be made of . the 


epitaph into the country languages, and publish- 


~ ‘ed at Madras, and that the native inhabitants - 


“Shall be encouraged to.view the monument,” ” vi 
1. The Christians in Bengal were of course re- 


__joiced to hear of the honourable testimony to the 


‘apostolic Swarte,>wnd they expected that it would , 


~ pe Gékiowledgéd here, as at Fort St. George and” 


“Bombay ; but they were disappointed ; there was 


no. recognition. of -the yencrable Missionary. in‘ 
‘ Bengal. The epitaph was not inserted in the Cal- 


cutta Gazette, nor was the slightest notice taken, . 


. of the circumstance. And Test. it might be BUp+ 
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‘posed that it was omitted by accident, the official 
‘notice of the Governor in Council at Tort S& 
‘George, which appeared subsequently, relative td 
‘the day of commemoration, was also suppressed.! 
~~ But -what followed was yet more painful: 

' Your Lordship will Judge of the feclings of the 
“Christiaus in this place, when they read, in the - 
- Government ‘Gazette of the week following, an 
‘trticle whose obvious tendency was to bring the 
‘Tabours and chatatter of the Christian Missionary 
into contempt *, - Thus; while the Honourable we 
‘East India Company were adorning the sepulchres 
‘of their Missionaries and embalning’ their- me- 
“mory in the South, their own servants were treat-. 
ing the character with indignity in the North.-We~ 
‘were at first alarmed, lest this: might be the signal’ 
for. the other papers to commence an attack on the 

“Rumble ‘and defenceless Missionaries se buts we 
‘were happy to find, that not one -of the seven 
papers of this Presidency followed the exam ple of 
the official Gazette, = FR -r ous, ey 





. ere Par area 
Sg e The Mission -to Greenland and Labrador, whose civili- 
zing efficiency on ‘the ride inhabitants of those regions has 
long been a theitie of admiration to the Christian world, is « 
heid forth in that paper to public ridicule; and the simple 
narrative of the pious well-meaning Missionafies, is declared 
to exhibit a dégrée vf canting fanaticism well worthy of © 
“the followers‘of Crotwell,’-—Calcutta Gazette, 17th Sep-* 
Membot, 1007... —y 
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. As it is nof probable that any of the pacticulars 
above-mentioned, have as yet come to your Lord: 
ship's knowledge, 1 beg leave to reter your Lord, 
ship to the enclosed printed paper. (A) published 
by the authority of the Government of Fort St. 
George.. 


- ¢) Fourth. Restraining the Protestant Mission- 
aries in Bengal, from the exercise of their func- ; 
tions, ‘and establishing. an Luprimatue for theale- : 
Bad WOU oe apa on ge 
Men’s minds were prepared, by the preceding 
circumstances, to expect little indulgence to Mis- 
sionaries, but they were certainly not prepared..to» 
expect the event which followed. at 


‘The. success of the Protestant Mission fh Ben- 


_gal had long been a source of uneasiness to those 


» officers of Government who .do.not think it right 


to convert the natives, Some of the native Moon- 
shees attached to.the public aifices, well knowing, 
from long acquaintance, their masters’ sentiments 
on this subject;-have not failed from time to tiné 
to urge them to countenance their petitions, and to ° 
lend their voice ‘in aceusing the Missionaries, * 
Scme clamour of this kind was-raiséd at two dif- 
ferent times within the last seven years; but it 
passed away. without offence to the Christian Reli-- 
gion; . ‘The complaint. of theMoonsliees against 
the Missionaries, on the present occasion, isnot, 
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understand, - so serious as the former-; they.cont 
.plain, that the Missionaries have, in a certain 
paper, “ applied abusive epithets to Mahomet.” 
The Missionaries certainly mistake the-proper 
method of convincing the minds of men; if they 
use epithets of abuse; the successful method of 

: preaching .js-by argument .and affectionate -ad- 
dress; and I presume this has-been their general 
method during the fourteen years of their mission, 
else we cannot suppose their labours would have 
been followed with. so mach. succesa.<Areed vg. 
_- At the same time, Christian Teachers are not to 

- speak with reverence or courtesy of Juggernaut or 
{Mahomet : . they. must speak as the Scriptures 
speak ;. that is, of false gods as false gods, and of a ‘ 
jying prophet as a lying prophet, The Mahome- 
tans apply abusive epipliets and vulgar ‘curses to 
the idolatry of the Hindoos and tothe faith of 
Christians, and these epithets are contained in: 
books ; and Government might, on the same pring... 
ciple, have heen assailed with- the. petitions -of 
‘Christians and Hindoos against the Mahometans, 
If the natives choose to go to hear the preaching. 
“or to read the books of the Missionaries, it is 
their pleasure to do so—it is no concern of Go- 
vernment. These poor Missionaries are not off- 
cial characters: they have no power, no autho- ~ 
rity, no riches ; and this the natives well know. 
“They are like the first Apostles, contemned and’ 
ssp a by all casts ; and if they are bereaved of 
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the countenance: of their.own Government; bi 
“gre bereaved indeed. oz) cape = 
. ‘The complaint, however, of the. Udvecian 
: ie produced a ¥éry dcrious event... The Protes- 
tant Missionarics in Bengal were prohibited, by 
order of Government dated. 8th September last; 
rom preaching to the natives *, 9: ea Lin. 
“The Protestait Mission being situated at See 
yrampore, a town belonging to the King of Dent 
duark, the English Government requested the Da-. 
zit Governor to give up the Mission Press,..and 
vordered the Missionaries to remove. to. Calcutta, 
“Fhe Danish: Governor resisted this demand, on 
abe plea of the sovereignty: ef: his: nation t-; and 
the English Government: revoked their. reauisi= 
tion. .. The English Governinent tien issued an . 
sorder prolubiting the Missionaries from niet 
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* It was gencrally anderstood that the former admini- 
‘stration wete unwilling to encounter the public odium of ac- 
Scomplishing this measure ; and that; by pressing. it with » 
Serious countenance on Lord Minto immediately of his ap 
_Fival, they surprised the Goveruor-general. : : 
+ Dr. Bucianan was misinformed ia this parti ilar. The 
“Danish Governor did not; it seetns, “tesist the demand, of 
“*the plea’of the ‘sovereignty of his nation, although he 
_ainight have so done if it had pleased him; but he solicited . 
"the revocation of the demand, on the,ground of “ the dis- 
tress to which the Missionaries would be exposed by the 
“English Governnent’s exacting a, compliance wih: it,” and 
onthe ground of the convenience of the press, Ww the Da. 
‘nish Government, 3 


mee, 
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any books, “ directéd to the object-of converting” 
* the natives to Christianity.” On this a ques-. 
tion was proposed officially: tothe British Go- 
vernment by the: Danish Governor; a question. 
which your Lordship will be concerned: to think 
Shouid ever have ‘been necessary. It was this : 
“ Wheiher;among the books prohibited by the 
* British Government, the Bible-in the-Benga- 
‘lee language was included ¢” The answer to this 
question your Lordship will read with yet more 
concert. =: It-.was the followings: “-We-are cot 
aware of any objection to the promulgation of 
“ the Scriptures in the Bengalee language, unac- 
§ companied by any comments on the religions of 
“ the country ©” that is, the English Govermnent”’ 
were not “ aware that there was any objection to 
* the publication of the Bible, yet they were not - 

" # certain.” ..At all events, it must have ‘no com- 
* ment on the religions of the country :” cnat is, i¢ 
must not be said of the Bible—“‘ This is the word 
* of the true Gad, and more worthy of belief thant 
“the Veda of Brahma :” nor must any illustration 
of its truth be noticed by reference to the Hindoo, 

_ doctrines; for instance, by appealing to their.own 
ideas: of a Trinity, of an atonement, poet the 
“ man twice born.” os. , - 2 ne es 
- After some consideration, the English G Governs, 
ment qualified but. did not revoke) their prolii- 
bition neering works  dirécted to the eons of 
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“ converting the natives,” and informed the Mis- 
sionarics officially that, “whatever they printed for 
the future, must be submitted to the inspection, 
** of the ofticcrs of Government :” and here- the 
matter ended. An official Imprimatur is-esta- 
blished for the theological works of the Protestant 
Missionaries ; aud preaching to the naiivesbeyond 
the limits of the Danish town, is entirely prohibit- 
ed: and this, of course, amounts to nearly a total: 
suppression ¢ of the Mission. © 
"he chief inconvenience of the Tauppauetig im 
posed is, not that religious books shall be submit- 
e to the officers of Government, but that they. 

“must be submitted to the “native ” officers of Go- 

* vernment. Ig, indeed, the Christian: officers of 
* Governinent understood the Bengalee, Arabic, 
Orissa, Mahratta, and Chinese languages, then 
might the Missionaries expect that Cimistians 
would revise their works; but a Hindoo must: 
revise the Bengalee, and a Mahometan the Arabic. 
Those very Mahometans who impeached the Mis- 
sionaries in the first instance will necessarily be 
employed next to revise their theology. Was it 
ever heard that a Hindoo or a Mahometan gave a 
eandid judgment of a Christian book? They will, 
of course, obliterate all passages which offend their 
own superstitions, and particularly those queta- 
tions from Scripture which speak of lying ae 
phets, or the sin of idolatry. © 
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* Enow beg leave to request your Lordship "5 at 
tention to the plea on which these procecdings 

ggainst the -Protestant Missionaries have been’ 
coated: ‘Tt is.this ; “that the public faith has 
“been pledged to. leave the natives in the undis- 
“ turbed exercise of their religions.” This is a. 
proper s nledee of our Legislatnte. It is proper not . 
to disturb the natives in the exercise of their reli- 
gion; nor has this pledge ever been broken, direct~ 
ly or indirectly. It is proper not to interfére with, 
or by Violence to prevent, the superstition -o1 ‘"e7 
‘natives, if not criminal in itself, or affecting the 
public peace. “But if, by the expression, “ Bot 
“« disturbing the natives in the exercise of their te 
* ligion,” be meant that “we are not to use means 
6 for diffusing the . knowledge of “Christianity 
“ among them,” then it is to be observed, that this 
pledge has been violated by every Government in 
India, and has been systematically’ broken by the 
Honourable the East India Company from the 
year 1698 to the present time, he fact is, they 
have pledged themselves to a conduct just the re- 
verse... The East India Company hold this coun- 
try by a Charter, which ‘expressly sfipulates ‘that 
they shall use means to instruct the Gentoos, &e. . 
in the Christian Religion. (William III. ith Sep- . 
‘tember 1698.) And this stipulation is in perfect _ 
accordance with.their pledge of not disturbing the ° 
Hiatives ‘in the exercise of their superstitions by - 


cote 
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force, inasmuch as it is avery different thing to 
‘apply arguments to the mind and to inflict wounds | 
“on the body. . It is their “duty to civilize thea | ‘ 
“barbarous subjects, and to teach them humanity, ° 
and for that purpose to address their uniderstand- ” 
_ ings and their affections... At. the same time, it is 
their duty not to disturb the exercise of their su- . 
perstition by compulsory acts; and the Legislature 
his stipulated for the performance of both duties ; 
and the first duty is as positive as the'second. 
They first stipulate to do good, and they next sti- 
~ ulate not to do evil ; and in consequence of this 
_ stipulation, fhe Honourable Company bave con- 
Stantly aided the Christian Missions in India ; and’ 
at this time,. they devote a considerable sum an- 
‘nually to their support. The Protestant Mission 
- in Bengal ‘commenced in 1758. ,, The Honourable’. 
’ Company's ships brought out the annual supplies’ 
for this Mission, and before the year 1770, reli-- 
gious tracts were translated into the Bengalec lan- 
guage; and Hindoo ‘Christians preached to their 
countrymen, in the time of Hastings, in the town’ 
of Calcutta. This Mission gontinued its labours: 
‘slabout the year 1790, when thé supply.of Mis- 
‘sionaries from Europe failed. It was succeeded” 
aby the present Mission at Serampore i in 1793. - 
The Calcutta mission was of ‘extensive usé in- 
“disseminating Christian. principles through Nor- 
ee Palin’ "TW haS eect Aeahte Ni din Pahebaiments. 
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, to the court of Shah Al!um, the Mahomedan King 
” ef Hindostan, ‘then resident at Allahabad. The 
. Priests of his Majesty returned their thanks to the 
Missionaries, and requested that “ the supply: 

might be continued.” It Was. continued for a 


‘time, and an investment of Arabie Bibles is soon: 


expected, auder the sanction of the Honourable 
Company, for a similar purpose, Little o the in- 
fluence ot Christianizy in India has come, as yet, to: 
the knowledge of the public. Englishmen in gewral 
Know as little of the state of Christianity in India, 
as of the state of Hinduism. ‘Two Christian’ Mig- 
sions. were at the same-period. tolerated’ by Shih 


Allum; one of which had existed since tie*tine 


of Akbar the Great, and both of which exist-unto 
this day, hig RESP paseo SR aed ore Le ait 
At Seringapatam, under Hyder- Sultaun the: 
Mahomedan Prince of Mysore, the most complete 
toleration Was permitted. In the Appendix to the 
- enclosed pawphlet, your Lordship will sce ‘with 
what ardour the preaching of Swartz was recci ved 
at Seringapateu, and how the noble Mahowetans. 

- and Hindvos desired to learn from -hime-what was 
the ‘right prayer.” -Romish Missions were tole~ 


rated by Hyder at the same time. <Tippoo Sule 


faun. was more intolerant than his father: de 


_ Was at times a persecutor ; yet he’did-not quencly - 


Christianity ; and Missions now flourish in various’ 
Parts of the Mysore country... . 
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+ After these authorities, #¢ certainly shall not 
refer to, “the Mahomedan Moonshees in Calcutta” 
for their. opinion on.the general re elations, of reli-/ y 
. Bious toleration in India... = 
‘ I do not know whether your Lordship has been: | 
inforinedy:t that there are two Roman Catholiés 
” Missjons in Bengal -and:. the provinces~adjacent.- 
They have existed fdr a long period of time, and. 
have been tolerated by the Mabomedany. Hindoo, 
- Sik. Nepaul,. and. Tibet Goveroments. «. They 
. hdve preached and published what they pleased, 
without any official restriction that we have ever 
heard of; atid they now continue to. follow their 
_. functions. under. the protection of the English Gos. 
vernment, while the Protestant Missionaries are. 
restrained and their Heoeers is paeben to an 
‘offrial Hcente. FF. sos ae 
The proceedings against th Protestant Mission 
“wil naturally be supposed at home to have been 
_ called forth by some public commotion in Bengal, 
~.or by the bad moral character of the Missionaries: 
. Ag.to the first, they will be happy to hear, that we 
_ are now, aud long have been, in a state of almost 
-torpid , tsanquillity ; and as to the charater of the 
-Missionaries, the Government has, acknowledged. 
‘them to be men of quiet demeanour, of pious in- 
~- tentions, and as.deserviog countenance and respect 
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verntnénts to let Christianity alone. > In the an- 
nals of the British Ad:nizistration in India, has 
there been w-fnstance of. the suppression of a 

"Christian Mission. Our empire here subsists by 
the discrepancy of religious opinion. It is aot: good 
policy to strengthen the Hindoo Religion, or to 
strengthen the Mahomedan Religion ; - but it is 
good policy to strengthen the Christian Religion, 
because it is.as yet the weakest. ‘Tt is certainly 
our duty not to oppose it; for if this counsel “be 
“of God, ‘we cannot resist it.” And it would 
now be as easy to oppose the rushing of the Bor 
into the river Ganges, asto Oppose the entrance of 
Christianity into the province of Bengal*,- - 


* 9. After the: perusal of the foregoing pages; 
your Lordship will be prepared to understand. the 
cause of the late alarm regarding the Prophecies ; 
not a public alarm indeed, but the alarm of soine 
of the officers of your Lordship’s gavernment, - 
Having had occasion Jately to preach a series 
of discourses on the Christian Prophecies, -in the 
rn ren ane 


he : e 
* The Boxe is the rapid: influx of the tide of the ocean 
into the Ganges. ‘That river is wide at the mouth ; hutsnd- 
denly narrowing, the accumulated waters ‘seek their level, 
and run forward in a continued billow, with a mighty-rush- 
ing noise, a hundred miles up the country, o> =~ 
Ge 
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Presidency Church, some ef the congregation.ex- 
pressed a. wish that 1 would permit them,to be — 
printed, observing, that they bad before made:a. 
similar request without effect ; but as I was now! 
about to return to Europe, they hoped 1 would, 
bequeath to them these few discourses. 
_|, When it was understood by the officers of Go- 
vernment, that the sermons on the prophecies 
. were to.be published, they were. alarmed :—youg 
Lordship will scarcely divine the cause—it wag 
this :=-1t seems these. prophecies declare, “ that 
& gil nations shall be conyerted to the religion of . 
“ Christ.” But if this be true, it was argued, 
“What bad news to the Mahomedans and the Hine . 
- doos !-In short, the advertisement announcing the 
intended publication of the Prophecies, which was 
sent to the Government Gazette, was suppressed § 
the advertisement itself was delivered in with tre- 
ipidation to Government, and an order was imme- 
diately issued to the printers of the other papers, 
forbidding them to publish the alarming notice. 
_Jnrconsequence of this order, it has been publicly - 
understood that the Christian Prophecies are sup- 
pressed by authority. ; ees 
Lnow beg leave to submit it to your Lordship’s 
judgment, whether, in the view of the temper of 
mind displayed above, it would be proper in. me 
. to spbject my compositions to the opinion and re- 
vision of the officers of your Lordship’s govern- 


: 
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mich” Mighf there nat be some danger in com- 
mitting the Christian Prophecies to be altered and 
hew-imodelied by men who favour the disciples of 
Mahomet and Brahma? -] incline not to commit 
them to the hands of those officers, from: anuther 
. consideration: it would ‘be a-bad precedent. -1 
would not that it should be thought, that any where 
in the British douinions, there exists ‘any. thing 
like a civit inquisition into ‘matters purely relis 
gious. ; tha totes Sen alg 
. It is now nearly two months since I received 
the letter from Government on. this matter, and 
T have not yet communicated my intentions, q 
now beg leave to inform your Lordship, that Ide 
not wish to give Government any unnecessary of, 
fence. . I shall not publish the Prophecies, 

At the same time 1 beg leave most respectfully 
to assure vour Lordship, that-I am not in any way, 
disappointed by the interference of Government 
on this occasion. ., The supposed Suppression of 
“the Christian Prophecies has produced the conse- 
quence.that. might be expected. The pubsie cu- 
riosity has ben greatly excited to see these Pro- 

-phecies ; and tu draw the attention of men to the 


. 


_ Divine Predictions, could be the only object Lad 


in view in noticing them in the course of my public 
ministry. - Another consequence will probably 


be; the ‘Prophecies will be translated into the lan-- 
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guages of the East, and thus pave the way, a8 hes 
sometime’ happened, for their own fulfilment. os 
} Yo. Your Lordship will be ‘chabled better t6 
‘understand the real nature of this alarin regarding 
the Prophecies, when you are informed of .the 
alarm which was excited about half a year before 
your Lordsbip’s arrival, by the ancient “‘ Christian 
Tablets.” © =" 2 ie eee 
..dp-consequence of the inquiries, sanctioned by 
‘the Marquis Wellesley, into the history and lite- 
rature of the Syrian Christians of Travancore, 
some ancient Manuscripts were announced, and 
also certain “ Brass Tablets” of great. antiquity, 
containing the privileges of these ancient Chris* 
tians, asserting their rights of nobility, and deciar- 
ing withal that they had @ King. Your Lordship 
carr hardly conceive the apprehensions which were 
‘excited by this discovery, in the minds of those 
who have been lately alarmed by the Prophecies. 
Even at the first, it was accounted an ominous mis-* 
sion to go “ to rake up the ashes of Christianity”, 
in the very midst of the Hindoos. But when it was 
announced that there were “ glowing embers,” 
nothing Jess seemed to be expected than that all 
Hindostan would shortly be “fin a flame.” . For. 
if it was true that Christianity once flourisued in 
Hindostan, it followed that it might flourish again. 
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Tt was devoutly. wished that’ these Christian . 
Tablets might sink to the bottom of the sea,” and 
even the curicsity of the Hindoo Antiquaies was 
quenched in this horror of Christianity*. ; 

. That your Lordship may be assured that this 
alarm was real, and not fictitious, it is oniy neces- _ 
sary to add, that when the article of literary in- 
telligeuce published in the Bombay Gazette, con- 
taining the account of these ancient Christianst,, . 
and of these ‘‘ brass plates” (which account. was 
certainly interesting to the Christian world in ze- 

~ ral, and to men of letters in particular,) arrived at. - 
Calcutta, it was suppressed, by autiturity, as some-" 
thing dangerous:to the State ; and the Bishop of 
Liandafi's Letter on the Civilization of Indiat 
had nearly shared the same fate. 


11. It appearing from the recent events above 
noticed, that the diffusion of Ciristianity in Ben- 
gal is plainly obnoxious to some of the-officers of 
Government, serious apprehensions aré. flow en- 





-® These brass tablets are now deposited in the public ie 
brary of the University of Cambridge. 

t It had been previously published in the Bombay Ga. 
zette, by which means it reached Europe. 1t was published 
afterwards in Ea, land by the late Bishop of eae 

} See Christian Researches, at conclusion. - 
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tertnined, that the attemptto suppress the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures will be renewed I can- 
hot believe that the attempt will be made-during — 
your Lordship’s odministration. _ If, however, any 

> sinister event should afford a pretext for -re- 

. viving it, IT humbly request that the Chinese 
Translation of the Scriptures may be spared. 
Suffer me, my Lord, to intercede for the Chinese. - 
.There are three English youths, who have been 
for two years past under the tuition of the Chinese 
Professor and his two Chinese Assistants, and 
© they have now acquired a very considerable pre- 
ficiency in the Chinese Language; and it is my in- 
tention to.calfthem-to England for ‘public. pur- 
poses, in three years hence, if their studies be not 
interrupted. This Class has been organized and © 
maintained at a great expense. ‘It is the only re- 

- gular Chinese Class in the world, out of the limits 

‘of the Chinese Empire; and ig will probably be 

the. source. of she first regular instruction in the’ 
Chinese Language in Great Britain*. - ‘ 





* The expeuse vas upwards of 18001. The Chinese 
Professor, Mr. Lassar, was originally engaged to superintend 
the Class at Serampore, by Dr. Buchanan, and was main. 
tained at his sole expense for about three years, at 300 Ru- 
pees per month. - The condition on which Dr. Buchanan _ 

“engaged to maintain him at the Mission House, was, That 
one of the elder Missionaries, and three at least of the 
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18. If your Lordship should judgeit expedient - 
to investigate any of the facts contained in this 
letter; I shall be happy to afford any further evi-- 
dence or explanation that may be Fequired, bee 
fore I leave India. fo * 


I have the honour to be, 
_My Lord, - ' 
With the highest respect, your Lordship’s 
Most obedient and humble Servant, . 


* (Signed): . C. BUCHANAN. 


Catlentta, 
‘Tih Nov. 1807. -- - 


youths, should engage in the diligent study of the Chinese 
Lauguage. Mr. Marshman was the elder Missionary who acs 
cepted the condition. Hearing that the Hon. the Courtof Di- 

"rectors were about to organize the College at Hertford, Dr. 
Buchanan contemplated, at that time, the probability of Mr. 
Lassar’s pupits being by and by qualified to hold a situation 
as instructors of Chinese in that institution. They are now 
qualified for that office; and it'seems to be the interest of 
the East India Company to appropriate the special advan- 
tage. A knowledge of the Chinese Language is confessed to 
be of the utmost importance fo their civil servants who have 
bo negociate with the Chinese people ; and yet it is not cul. 
tivated ether at the College of Fort William in Bengal, or at 
the College of Hertford in England. This important lan- 
guage, hitherte deemed inaccessible to the Universities of 
Europe, was planted, aud has been brouglit to maturity, as 
it were, by the way side; 
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LETTER FROM THE BENGAL. GOVERNMENT . 


toms |” 
HON. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Dated December 7, 1807, 


IN REPLY TO THE FOREGOING MEMORIAL*, 


THE Earl of Minto must be well assured by 
this time, that I highly respect the character of 
his adininistration; for bis public acts demon- 
Strate, that he is byno means indifferent to the pro- 
motion of learning in the East, or to the diffusion 
of Christian Knowledge amongst the inhabitants of 
lndia.. At tie time Isubiitted to his Lordship the 
preceding Memorial concerning the injuries inflicted 
on Christianity in Bengal, I wished him ‘to under- 
stand that I exonerated him entircly from blame, 
since he had but lately arrived, and could not: 
possibly be fully acquainted with all the circum- 





* See Appendix, No. 1. 
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‘stances to which the Address reférved, . And his 
Lordship will do me the justice to recollect that J 
did not, transmit that letter ‘ on the public. ser- 
‘\vice,” or to the-Governor-general “ in Council ;” 
but mercly for ‘his private information, if he 
-Should think proper so to consider it. His fashioa- 
sing my address into a “public proceeding was en- 
tirely gratuitous: .I offered to explain; but he 
sdectined an interview, and chose to send the Me- 
“morial_ to England, accompanied. by. official “ ante 
umadversion.;“The truth was, hé naturally received 
cis first impressions from the public functionaries 
who filled official situations. aear bis persens-and 
wwith that urbanity and heroism which are natural 
:to him, he said, “ I will defend my, new govern- 
“ment. The radical error of his Lordship’s in- 
fipient administration (not indeed imputable to 
cimself ) was, that in concerting measures respect- 
ing ‘ «R eligion and Christian Missions,” he did not 
fall to-his councils the official adviser of G overme 
ment on such subjects ; nainely, the Senior Chap- 
dain of the Honourable Company, the Rev. David 
Brown, who had enjoyed the confidence of every 
Gevernor-general for nearly twenty years before, * 
‘and who could have given him, in a few minutes, - 
just views of character and ofexisting circumstances. 
- But some of the persons about his Lordship had 
no desire to direct his attention at that crisis to 
‘such x counsellor as Mr. Brown ; for he was _t90 © 
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sincere a friend of Christianity*. His Lordship’s 
good sense, however, seems scon to have triumph- 
ed over this difficulty; and to have enabled him 
to appreciate justly Mr. Brown’s counsel and com- 
munications. ‘The public hag heard how laudably 
Lord Minto has exercised himself in promoting | 
-useful learning, by giving his patronage to the Col- 
lege of Fort Williain, to the Chinese Class at 
-“Serampore, and to the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible 
Society. In Mr:Brown’s communication to me 
Jast year, respecting the establishment of the 
Bible Society, he distinctly mentions his Lord- 
ship’s change of sentiment on some points.—“ Pa- 
“ yoda (Serampore), 5th March, 1811.—I have 
“had long and full discussions with Lord Minto 
-“ onall subjects of religion, missions, and Scrip- 
»“ tures; and he is very desirous to tread back his 
steps, and to atone for the mistake which he © 
“made at the beginning of his government. 
“ Your Memorial prepared the way for this reflux 
“of sentiment. Neither that, nor the Chinese, 
“nor any part of your labours, have fallen to the 
“ground.” Lord Minto will best know whether 
this extraet possesses the features of truth, No- 





“* T would always exempt from the imputations connected | 
with. this subject Niel Benjamin Edmonstone, Esq. Vice 
President of the Calcutta bible Society.” 


« 
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thing could have justified my printing it but the 


necessity which existed, that the truth should be 
fully understood on a subject affecting the inte- 
rests of Christianity, and the character of its legi- 
timate teachers in dndia. It is believed in Ben- 
gal, that the attack ‘on the Missionaries did not 
originate with Lord Minto. On. the contrary, it 
was supposed that his presence tempered its’ vio 
lence, and assuaged the storm. : 


~g, IT shall do myself the honour to remark 
on the Letter itself, The. Memorial pre- 
sented by me_ pdverted to certain public acts 
which I considered to be dishonourable and in- 
jurious to Christianity. I specified the four fol- 
inne ee eee : 
First. “The withdrawing of the patronage of 
“ Government from the translation of the Holy” 
* Scriptures into the Oriental Tongues.” : 
- Second. “ Attempting to suppress the transla+ 
* tion of the Scriptures entirely.” : 
Third, “‘ Suppressing the encomium of the 
& fJonourable the Court of Directors on their ve- 
« porable Missionary the Rev. Mr. Swartz ;” and, 
Fourth. “ Restraining the Protestant Mission- 
+ aries in Bengal from the exercise of their fanc- 
« tions, and establishing an Imprimatur for Theo- 


** logical Works.” 7 = oe 


“To the first of these charges, the Bengal Go. 
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~ vermment have made no reply: and yet it-was the’ 
most in:portant. The withdrawing of the patronage: 
of Government from the translation of the Scrips 
tares, which had commenced so.anspiciously ii: 
the College of Fort William, was.an act. which: 
involved in it thost sensibly the honour of a Chris-, 
tian Administration.'’ But there isnot one word. 

_ offered in justification. . Indeed, it was impossible® 
to justify it*, attr Jeter ee Shug! a 
_ To the second charge,“ Attempting to sup+ 
“ oress the translation of the Scriptures entirely” 
out of the College, as welkas init; no reply is: ., 
made. --Ner shall Tadd further explanation. : 

+ To the third charge, « Suppressing the official 


a Se ee rite > wen 3 


eS, 





"* It is to be hoped that, ‘at this cra of Christian investiza- 
tioa, the East fadia Company will vindicate the honour of. 
the nation, and of their own govérnment in India, by direct. 
ing that the College of Fort William shal! patronise, as it 
formerly did, translations of the Scriptures in the various 
languages of the East: and particularly, that the Insuéar _. 

7 Languages, cultivated by their Professor, the late Dr. Ley- 
deni, (into each of which he has translated the Gospel ‘of 

- St. Matthew), may not be permitted to sink again into obli. 
vion for want of encouragement. The College of Fort Wil- | 
liam expends 2 monthly som at this time, under sanction of 
the Court of Directors, for translations from the Mythology 
of Brahma (witness the fabulous Ramayuna, &c.); but no- 
-thing is given, that we have heard of, for the honour of 
Christ... i 
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“ encomium on the venerable Swarts,” there is no 
reply. There is not thé most distant alltision to - 
* the subject. ” 5 : ; 

_ On the fourth charge alode: copious observa-. - 
‘tions have been'made. And off these I Bropore 
to animiadvert. . ; 

Of the collateral subjects, the ulaver convern- 

_ing “ The Brass Plates,” and the exclusion from 
the Government Gazette and other papers of the 
“literary intelligence”. concerning the . Syrian 
Christians in Travancore, no notice has. beeri 
taken *, ; : : 





* * When Dr. Leyden, Lord Minto’s dived literary friend, 
w'.o possessed a spirit which was keenly susceptible, heard 
of the Government's suppressing the “ literary intelli. 
gence,” relating to that very quarter of India, through part 
of which he hitavelf hud travelled, and eoncerning which he 

shad furnished me with various topics of investigation, E 
leave his Lordship to conceive the fluent speech and bodily 
agitation of the scholar, on the view of the « Gothic pro 
ceeding.” isi 

The pubiic in England have been much gratified by the 
perusal of the Earl of Minto’s heantiful eutogium on the 
character of Dr. Leyden, at the last public aisputation 
at the College of Fort William. Dr. Leyden’s talents for 
philological research were indeed beyond ali praise; -but 
he consecrated his last years by a study of a higher kind 
than, that of philology: “ He was translating the Holy ~ 
Scriptures into five different languages.” We should have 
been happy to have seen, that this fittest subject for thé 


. 3., Before T proceed further, I, ghall make two - 
prclimitiary remarks, ~ 

Of the accuracy of the facts stated in the Me-: 
morial, I think there can be little doubt... I chal-. 
lenged inquiry beture. I left.Galcutta;. butsthe 
Government @ not think it necessary to investi-: 
gate them. ‘"Fney wrote their Letter to the Court 
ef Directors while I was yet on the spot,: without 
courinunicating their scntiments.to me in anyt 
manner, although I was on terms of personal civility 
wh every member of the administration ; and 
they sent the letter home without my knotledga 
by the saine fleet winch crmveyed myself. Nor: 
did I ever see it until it was recently print- 
ed by order: of. the Hencurtle the: aomnigel 
Commons. 

The second remark I would make refers to the 
charge of “‘ disrespect” which is preferred against 
me, in the Letter alluded toy for addressing Gos. 
vernment at all on the subject ; and to which they 

frequently revert with lively sensibility. -1 am’ 
not at all anxious about self-justification in this 
matter, except as the honour. of religion may be: 
concerned: and I hope little personal fecling will 





highest panegyric had net been wholly omitted in a diss 
course addressed to the Students ef the College of Fort 
William, 
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he.visible in: these Reotarks. ‘But i ine > pégard to 
the charge in question, I only request. that the 

‘Bengal Government will look back tothe transace . 
tion, and survey the ature of the subject and the 
circumstances in which I stood. Let them say 

“whether I had any personal interest in the cause 
at issue.. Did I address Government for my.own | 
advantage >. >. Was it to recommend myself to thé 
favour of the Court of Directors when I returned’. - 
home? No. It was not my own cause, but that ~ 
of Revealed Religion; which I maintained. ‘Chriss’ 
tianity had been dishonoured. - -Its teachers were 

' opptéssed and silenced ; and there was nobody to - 

- appear for the truth.- I stood, _for a moment, the . 
Representative of “ Him who. is higher than .the 
highest.” And is this to be denominated disre~ 

 Spect especially when the words of my Address 
are perfectly respectful 2:1 think that, in the judge 
ment of candour and of enlightened minds, it will 
be thongiit that, J harély did my duty. The pub.’ 
lic voice in the sestiement of Calcutta was certain- -. +. 
ly inmy favour; for the proceedings against the 
prlsslonerics were very sages condense: 

Z 4. T he jistiealion of it. acts of Gorenmant 
sp cified.in the eighth paragraph of my Memorial, - 
is founded on these two assumptions, viz. - 
“1 That the “¢ proceedings of the Missionaries 
“were of a character entirely new;” and that their 


ad 
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_ poblications and’ preaching rendered the interfe- 
rencé of Government necessary. 0S 
-@, That the Supreme Government was by no 
means hostile to the introduction. of Christianity 
into India. - Ebi PIE GE Rute go Rice keee bd he Pe: 
Let us review the first of ieee assumptions.— 
We shall describe “ the origin”: of the proceed+ 
ings against the Missionaries in the words of the 
otiicial dispatch to the Couit of Ditectorss ... --+ 
. {The pamphiet.in question was delivered to 
“the Sccretary ‘in the Secret, Political, and Fos 
reign Department by the’ Professor of Arabic 
“and Persian in the College of Fort William, 
« who received it from the chief native Preceptor 
“ in that department,”. (that is, -the ¢hief Arabic. 
Moonshec, a Mahomedan) ; “‘ who stated that it 
‘was put into his hands, by the son of a Mogul 
‘ merchant (a Mahomedan) residing at Calcutta, 
* with a request that he would prepare-an-enswer 
“<< to it, with a view to vindicate the credit of theig 
“{ common religion *.”. It is not alleged that the 
Moonshee complained of- the contents of the 
paper in any manner. No statement to that effect 
is contained in the whole dispatch. : 
--This pamphiet, it seems, declared that Maho- 
Inet was a oe and an apne and moreover; 





* East India Papers, No, 142, p. 41. i 


that the Christian Religion was, the true one. On: 
which the G overnment xesol ved, That the ptube, 
“lic faith had been pledged to leave the inhabi-, 
* tants of these dominions in the full, frge, and un- 
“ disturbed exercise of their. respective religions ;”. 
and that the Missionaries ought to be restrained, 
They accordingly interdicted the Missionaries 
from preaching ar publishing; that is, they sup.” 
pressed the Mission. Butafter they had so done, 
they discovered, to their great _astonishwent, that 
pamphlets of a similar nature had been. publishe. . 
“ed five years before,” and that public preach- 
ing had -been practised during the same period dn 
Calcutta by the same Missionaries, » Dr. Carey 
declared ofiicially 2 Although pamphlets have 
“ been in circulation for several years, no one ins, 
“ stance has come to my knowledge of the least. 
“symptom of alarm having been excited, whether. 
“ among Hindoos ; or Mussulmans,: in conse~’ 
* quence of suckcizculation,” At this period, 
Lord Minto must have looked gravely at his coun-, 
scllors, The, Government discovered further, that, : 
pamphlets of a like character had been published, 
all over the south of India, for three centuries be-, 
fore; and that, in short, there was ne way of 
saying that Christianity is true, without insinuat-;° 
ing that, Mahomedanisin is false... . ; 


Prat ares 4 
PA * 


3. But iet ug investigate the ‘first movement ” 
; HQ; ; 
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‘in this affair. The pamphlet fell into the hand3 
ofa Mahomedan merchant in Calcutta, who car- 
ried it to »-Mahomedan Moonshee in the College, 
“cavith @ request that he would prepare an answer 
* to it, with a View to Vinidicatethe credit of their 
“ common religion.” Thus far was well, “The 
_Moonshee shews it to his English Master, the 


‘Atabie Professor; whether; as an object of cus _ 


” siosity, ov ‘in a sullen mood, if Hot stated. The 
Arabic Professor seizes the paper, and presents it 
tothe Government.-- Now, if that gentleman had 
siot charged himself with this official act, we should 
_. probably have never heard a word on the subject. , 
“When the Moonshee had shewed the pamphlet to 
him, he ought to have acted like a Christian Pro- 
fessor, and said, ‘Do as the soti of the Mogul 
 merebant bids you: go and prepare an answer 
_* to it with-a-view to vindicate your common Te- 
“ligion.”” Had-he so done, the Moonshee would 
probably have answered: “ It is hard work,” ° - 
and have gone to smoke his Hooka.—Again, sup~ 
posing, (for argument’s sake) that the Moonsheé 
comylained that Mahomet was vilified, the Pro4 
fessor had only to reply: * Brahmins, Boodhist$ 
« and Seiks vilify Mahomet every day in words 
“ and in writing. But it is for you, Mahomedans; 
“ to speak of the indecorum of vilifying the reli 
* sion of others, whose books are filled with it? 
“ What ‘volume, i the theological part of Tip- 
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* poo's Library in the College of Fort William 
“(if itveter to Christianity at all) does not contain + 
* the most unqualified abuse of the Christian Reli- 
“ gion, and of its professors ?”-——I hope that the 
gentlemah, whoever he was, who made himself ac- 
tive on the above occasion, has, by this time, madé 
some atonement to the Christian cause, and-en- 
rolled himself a member ‘cf the Calcutta Auxili- 
is wena ae : on SR ome 
» 6. In the Letter “of the Bengal Gorcnneies * 
they relate a trangaction which ‘took place under 
the adwwinistration ‘of Marquis: Wellesley, “nr vitts 
_ dication of their interfering with the Missionaries. 
But I allege that the case is of no value in regard: 
to the purpose for whieh it is quoted.” I was Viee- 
Provost of the College at the time, and must have 
been fully acquainted with the particulars of the 
transaction. “As I heat :# tas been triumphantly 
mentioned by the adversaries of Missions; ¥ brief 
elucidation of its merits eee not oa ee 
able. geo Beat 
. In the. year 1804; the following Thesis was 
proposed, among others, for discussion by the’ 
Students, at the annual disputations held in the 
College ‘of Fort William, viz: ‘ The advantage 
“ which the nativés of this country might derive 
“ from translations, in the vernacular tongnes, of. 
“the baoks containing the principles of their re- 
£ spective’ religioris, and those of: the Christian 
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~  faith.”—-Among the petsons connected with the. 
Goveruinent and with the College auaut that.time, 
there were sofge who, in consequence of long ha- 
bits of intercourse with the natives, had acquired 
a greater tenderness for the religious feetings of a 
Mahomedan or Hindoo, than for those of a Chris- 
tian: And this they defended (some of them sin- 
gularly amiable men), without renouncing the che- 
‘racter of Christian themselves, on the ground of 
condescension to the prejudicés of the “ weaker: 
brethren.” © These gentlemen had, of course, been 
hostile from the beginning, to the translation of 
“the. Scriptures in the Oriental Languages, which 
_cwas proceeding in the College by Natives and 
‘ Europeans. So great was their jealousy on this 
subject, that there existed a kind of compromise 
between us, that if the Bible was printed for 
Christians, the Koran should be printed for Ma- 
~- homedans ; yelich was actually. done. . They fur- 
ther objected to the discussion of subjects at the 
annual disputations in the Oriental. Tongues, in 
which the inferiority of Mahomedanism might be 
inferred by implication. When, -therefore, the 
above Thesis was proposed, which seemed merely 
to place the Christian and Mahomedag Religions 
on an equality; they represented to mé, as Vice- 
Provost, that the subject might give offence, ¥ 
observed, that certainly there was no ground of 
offence on the part of. the natives; that; on the 
-gantrary, I considered the Thesis myself as being 


= DENA KS, . 103. 
rather digereditable te_C) hristianity ; and that 1 
would gladly order it to be changed for another, 
if it -were -not that the young men had -now pre-” 
pared their disputations on ‘the subject. leis 
proper to observe that the subject was not pro- 
posed by .me.:: By a rule of the College, the ser 
Jection of the Ehesis is given to the student, called ~ 
the Respondent, who is to defend it;. and it must 
be afterwards approved by the College. Council. 
Theard no more of the matter till after some days, 
when I was informed that the Mahomedan Moon- 
shees and others had signed a paper in the way of 

~ memorial to Lord Wellesley, requesting that their 
religion might not be invaded. ‘The fact was, they. 
were urged and assisted so to do by their-Christian 
Patrons ;. the Moonshees being in general as ayb- 
servient to the will of their English Professor as 
“Bervants are to a master.. Nay, some of the - 
English acknowledged that they. ‘‘ encouraged it 
as a very proper measure.” - And it was proved 
that many of the Moonshees who signed the paper 
mew. not what the Thesis contained.—The peti- 
tion having been presented. to Lord Wellesley, he 
_ first told them that there was no harm in the The- 
sis, and then desired it-to be changed ; .which was 
done, .And this was. the precedent which sine 
years afterwards was to vindicate the Sap Eres 
‘of the Christian Mission, 9° 
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wit. Anew doctrine. wis-introdiided about the 


~‘time the Missionaries were assailed, viz. That to 


propagate Christianity was necessarily to vilify 
(by interence) the religions of the country. “And 
with this was connected the following proposition, 
which every where pervades the letter‘ou which I 
am remarking; namely, “ That the public faith 
‘had been repeatedly pledged, under the express 


- “injunctions of the Legislature, to leave the sub- 


* jects of the Company in. the full, free, and undis~ 
* turbed exercise of their respective religions :”—= 
Just.as if the most sclemn engagements of the Le- 
gistature in Great Britain should ever be supposed 
to ' preclude’ reti¢ious «discussion 3 ‘or to forbid 
Christians to think and to say, That J uggernaut 
was a log of wood, or that Mahomet was an 
impostor. - eee ; Leet, 
./ The Missionaries state, in their Memorial, that 
the Marquis Wellesley ‘ordered the Psalms of 


. David, and the Prophecy of Isaiah, to be trans, 


lated into the Bengalee Language, as a Class-book, 
for the Students. In consequence of this order, 


_ the Hindoa. Moonshees would be obliged-to.in- - 


struct their pupils how to read such passages as 
these: .“ All nations which thou hast made shall 
“come and worship before thee, O Lord.” 
“ The Teathen shall cast their idols to the moles 
and to the bats.” But his ‘Lordship was not 


REMARES. 23 ae . TOY 


aware-thit he was~infringing, by that-érder, . the 


most solemn injunctions of the British Lesislatures, 


: In regard to “ religious discussion,” Dr. Carey 


reine to the Government, when they were 


about to suppress his-functions, a fact which every 
body conversant with the inhabitants well knew ; 
namely}. “That the Natives of Bengal, divided 
£ into numerous sects, indulge .in literary aud res 
* Jigious. discussion to an almost UNBOUNDED 
‘€ DEGREE ;’—and that the Missionaries “ found, 
‘in numerous instances, that discussion kas been 
* desived and approved by the multitude, even 
“ when it has ended:to the Aspdvantege, ot. mee 
{ spiritual guides,” ; 2 

lt was amusing, about this ‘itn. to sce the 
Missionaries presenting to the Bengal Govern+ 
ment, with great simplicity, (in reply to the argu- 
sient of the “ pledged faith,”Jan extract from the 
Charter to the Company by William III. in which 
it is stipulated, “That the ministers of the Ho 
* nourable-Company. are to learn -the. Hindoo 
* Languages, to enable them to instruct the Gen- 
£ toos, &c. in the Christian Religion.” 7 


8; The Bengal Government, in order fo shew: 
that it must be difficult to have religious discus- _ 


sion with a Mahomedan, quote a passage from a 
book of my ewa: ‘ A Memoir -of the Expedi- 
*eney of an Ecclesiastical Establishment for 
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“British India,” published in 1805; arid they seem 
.to quote it as containing a truth justly expressed ; 
_ “Whenever the Mahomedan feels his religion 
“ touched, he grasps his dagger.”. ‘This -is cer- 
tainly a true characteristic of that people, in gene- 
ral;.and yet we know that many a Mahomedan 
has been subdued by the persuasive power of the 
Gospel, and that the ferocious tiger has been 
_ changed into a lamb. - It is, doubtless, the prine 
ciple of the Mahomedan in every part of the world, 
ixy England as well 9s India, to draw the dagger 
when his religion is assailed ; for the religion that 
“was propagated by the sword can only be defend: 
ed by the sword: but where Mahomcdans are ser- 
~-vants and not masters, ‘they have not, or at least 
ought not to have, daggers to draw. 
i-In such circumstances (while they are our. sub- 
jects), what ought then to’be our conduct towards 
them? What do Christian duty and a wise policy 
require on our part? This was the question I 
‘ wvas endeavouring to answer. It is the fate of the 
English in India to exist among this dagger-draw- 
ing people. How may we be able to exist among 
+ them for an age to come with confidence and se- 
curity? I attempted to shew, that our only hope 
of attaining to this security must be derived from 
gradually humanizing their vindictive spirit by 
Cieistian instruction, ...I recommended that the 
Government should allow “ Christian Schools td 
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-%be established for the childién ;*yind that, 
jn respect to the adults, instead of “ pursing their. 
’ © faith with tenderness”. (as the manner of some 
was, and’ an which [had just animadverted) 3 and 
instead of “ reverencing the religion of Ma- 
“ honiedaus” by which reverence it wag well known - 
their contemptuous ‘spirit was CHERISHED and 
FOMENTED; we should endeavour to repress and 
restraip their contemptuous gpirit (or, as I less 
properly expressed jt in the first edition, .“ to co- 
_oxce their contemptuous spirit’) by every proper 
“means, aud particularly by maintaining a distant 
> demeanour, :and. treating them after. the manner 
‘adopted by Marquis Wellesley and Marquis 
Cornwallis, who, as I afterwards observe, “never . 
‘admitted a native to. their confidence.» or 
*‘ counsel.” : 
+, And uch are the means I would yet recom- 
mend. But some persons have said, that they 
- understand the passage as if I intended we ought 
_ to convert the Mahomedans “ by force*.” But 
if such was my meaning, why did not the Bengal 
Government quote the passage on this most fit 
occasion, and demolish, at one blow, the cause of « 
Christian Conversion in foes which I was ae 





* As for the Hindoos, they could not have been included, 
for they never shewed ‘a contemptuous spirit... 2... 
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feniling? The reason is vér> obvious it was bé- 
caase they knew I meant no-such thing. On the 
contrary, they knew that the passage contained a 
just sentiment and most wholesome advice. I 
had just. before complained of Christians doing 
obeisance to the fa'th of Mahomet. “ As matters 
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snow.stmd, the follower of Mahomet imagines 
that we c:xisider it a point of honour to reve-~ 
rence /is faith, and to despise our owns: For: 
he every day meets with Europeans, whe would 
»Miore readily spcak with disrespect of their own- 
religion than of his. No where is the:bigotry, 


.of this intolerant faith nurtured with. more. 
“ tendeméss than in’ British tidia.. While it is 


suffering concussion in every other part of the 
world, even to Mecca its. centre (as by a cons: 
curring Providence toward its final abotition); 
here it is fostered in the peaceful lap of Chris- 
tian liberality.” And then I signified, that, in-. 


stead of cherishing .this spiyit,:a wise policy ‘ree. 
quired that we should repress it. ..The means by: 
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hich we might so repress it I had just before 


“pointed out.. “' Is it then good policy to cherish | 


a vindictive religion in the bosom of the empire 
for ever ? Would it not accord with the dictates” 
of the soundest wisdom, to allow. Christian 
Schools ‘to be cstablished, where the children of 
. poor Mabomedans might learn another temper ;" 
the good effects of which would be felt before one 
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“generation pass away ? The adult Hindoo will 
“ hardly depart from his idol, or the Mahomedan 
“ from his prophet in bis old age; but his chil- 
“f-dren, when left destitute, may be brought up 
“ Christians, if the British Parliament please.” 

That is the kind of force I: would recommend; 
and which I explained ; namely, the persuasive 
force of Christian Instruction, exerted on iniant 
and juvenile minds. It is somewhat remarkable, 
that when three volumes which I have published 
concerning the East, recommend, in almost every 
page, the appointed and legitimate means of con- 
version, viz. “Preaching and the Word of God,” 
there should be any person who would contend, 
~ that a single line of dubious zmport must neces-" 
sarily contradict all the rest. When men of. ad 
verse sentiments fasten on a@ single word in a 
book, it is a sure sign that they are overwheimed 
by its arguments, awed by its truth, and encum- 
bered with an expiring cause*. 





.# F was not a little surprised to hear that an Hononrable. 
Member had stated seriously, in the Honse of Comnions, that 
Thad recommended that the natives of India should be con- 
verted by force. J only can account for this by supposing that 
Some person had told him it was so; and that he had never 
_Yead a word which I had written on the sulject. I could hardiy 
+ propese that 30,000 men should draw the sword on fifty 
million, and impose a faith ! And yet this is what the imsi- 
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9. We now come to the eonsideration of the ob- 
noxious pamphlets.—The Bengal Government 
have transmitted three to England, which they 
mark A. B, and C. and which.they designate to 
be “sae most material,” that is, the most excep- 
tionable, of them all. Of these the only reprehen- 
sible ‘Fract-ia my judgment, is C. the “ Rise of 
Wisdom.” It is a small poem-of six pages, and 
was composed by a Bengalee Post. The Bengal 
Goverunient observe upon it, that ‘* it was exclud- 
“ ed from general perusal, by the abstruseness of 
“ metrical composition.” It is merely a satire 
ow the Brahmins, and was a very unworthy in- 
strument to-be used in Christian Conversion ;—~and 
such the Missionaries themselves acknowledged it 
to be. The Tract marked A. is-entitled “ The 
Distinction,” or difference between the characters 
of Chrishna and Christ. It is entirely unexcep- 
tionable in sentiment and languagye.—The Tract 
marked DB. is that beautiful little piece, submitted 
with the rest to'the Imperial Parliament, entitled 
** The Forerunner of the Bible.” Though tor- 
tured in the translation, it contains some striking 





nuation means, if it mean any thing. But agein, supposing 
that I had made such a proposal, would this have been the 
way to recommend my objects, concerning India, to the 
British Natiop ? nt 
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and eloquent passages*, I- have read every word 
of this piece, and hesitate not to declare, that.ow 
. the same principle that a: tribunal could: condemn 
the “ Forerunner of the. Bible,” they might have ~ 
condemned the Scrmons of Archbishop TinLoTs 
oN, -On the same principle that they-condemned 
the “ Forerunner of the Bible,” they migit havé 
ppademned the Lord’s Prayer :-— Hallowed be 
“tHy name!” “No,” spys the Brahmin : “ let the 
‘name of Brahma .be hallowed :’—-Tuy kings 
‘dom come !”—~“' No,” says the Mahomedan, 
“ let Mahomet’s, not Christ's, kingdom.come.”— 
But that the public may have competent means of _ 
forming a judgment on the subject, a copy of the 
Tract is subjoined for their perusal,—See _Appen: 
aan No. VI-t 





* Of these the following is one :—Referring to the mys 
tery of * God having become man,” with allusion to the 
Hindoo incarnations: ‘There was an incarnation of Jesus, 
* the Protector of the unprotected, full of the splendour of 
"* God, having been separated trom his body in a column of 
splendour before him.” a 

+ When the “ Forerunner of the Bible” came before the 
Court of Directors, they seem to have been at some logs 
what to say on it, As it had come so far, charged with 
rime, they thought of course that it. must contain some- 
thing wrong: but yet they hud doubts. In justice to the 
Honourable Court, their sensations. of difficulty will be 
stated in their own words.“ Perbaps,” say they, in answer 
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10, Another subject’ of :inquity is, whetliér 
there. was any commotion in Bengal, in consé- 
: quence of the preaching: of the Missionaries, to’ 
worrant the procéedisigs against them: ~The Go: 
" yernment. do not allege that there was any commio- 
tions, “They hint, indeed, that there was “an in- 
%.cipient irritation in the minds of- the’ mative 
"& public;” but they evidently make no account’ 
: ef. this surmise; otherwise it would have appeared: 
- in-a, moré imposing form. . “It wad asserted, at the 
tic, that the people were. “ ina state of almost 
S$ torpid -tranquillity.”." When the Missionaries 





%® the Bengal Govermnent, “ some doubt micht be fairly 
* enteitained whether a considerable part of the paper 
marked B. Was of a nature to have excited similar feelings 
‘© (that is, to have alarmed the religious prejudices of the 
* natives) if the other pablications did not prepare the mind 
“to receive with some jealousy. any works which issued 
from the same press. In suggesting the possibility of _ 
‘@ this doubt, we by no means intend to convey any disap- 
" «probation of that pradext precaution which led you to 
“ prevent the further publication of this last (the paper B.) 
together with those which appear to ws to be more tn- 
# questionably exceptionable. It is a matter of- great dif 
* ficulty to draw the line which should at once describe and 
‘characterize the publications which might be permitted ta 
" be considered as inoffensive; and, at the same time, dis-, 
© Unguish-them from those which a proper precaution 
* would suppress.”—East India Papers, No, 142, p. 7%. -. 


ve 


| REMaRKa ag 
"preached in their chapel in Calcutta, there were, 
of course, always a few natives around the door; 
but, during the whole period of my ‘residence in 
:that: city, I never heard of more ‘than one instance 
-of the natives insulting the preacher, in the manner 
. dn which Englishmen sometimes insult a Dissent 
_ing Chapel in England. But I have heard of 
dissolute Englishmen disturbing. the. M ission 
Chapel in Caleutta., : : oo 
»» The parallel drawn by the Bengal Governuierit, 
© between the Protestant Missionaries preachiag 
to Hindoos, and Jews and Roman Catholics in 
England trying to convert Protestants,” -is curious, 
They seein to. think that Jews and Roman Ca.| 
tholics dare not try to convert Protestants, “ by 
““ preaching publicly and indiscriminately to his 
'.“ Majesty’s. Protestant subjects,” particularly if. 
_ they use “ opprobrious and offensive terms 3” and 
that if they were to do so, the magistrate might 
“intervene, and silence” them. But I beg leave’ 
most respectfully to offer it as iy Opinion, that’ 
Jews-and Roman Catholics may try to convert. 
his Majesty's liege Protestant subjects,. ‘‘ publicly + 
and indiscriminately,” and in. “ opprobrivus and - 
offensive terins too,” whenever they please* ; and 
further, that if the imagistrate were to seize their 
Wile eT  nmnenaantntetinttin stain een zoe 
. * As Peter Gandolphy the Catholic, and David Lesi the : 


Jew, well know, ans a 
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hosies {cr such offence, the newsof the event would 
‘soon reach the East Indies. - ; 
11. Ti, then, there was nd éommotion among 
the people in Bengal, what was the cause of the 
proceedings against the Missionaries ? The mas- 
sacre of Vellore—the fatal massacre of Vellore, 
That event, which had taken place upwards of & 
year before, had filled the minds of the rulers of 
India (as it’ well might) with apprehensions for 
the safety of the English dominion, It was some 
time before Christianity was thought of as being 
a cause of that event; but as soon as the suspi- 
vion was presented to the mind, it was eagerly ete 
Yertained, and speedily magnified (in some ima- 
ginations) to a certainty. ‘This jealousy of Chris- 
‘tianity was farther inflamed by communications 
from England—by heart-sickening, criminatory 
’ communications. “Those who were at the helm 
of affairs thought that something ought to ‘be 
done; but what to do they knew not.- The 
ship of the state was in danger, agitated by the 
waves; and, tike infatuated mariners in a storm, - 
they resolved to throw out the comp ASS and AOR 
* drant, to lighten the vessel. Oe : 
To prove-the sensationsof #larm concerning 
Christianity which the Bengal Government suf- 
‘fered about that period, it is only necessary to 
refer to their letter to-the Court of Directors of 


+ 
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Now, 2, -1807, containing their Proceedings rey 
specting the Missionaries. In that dispatch, they. 
declare without qualification, “ That the indus- 


"© frious propagation of a belief that the. British, 


‘ Goverument entertained the design of convert- 
“ ing its native subjects to Christianity, was ren- 


“dered the efficient éasirument of the massacre of 


‘. Vellore.” After the evidence which has been laid 
before the nation on this subject, J need make no 
counnent on the foregoing proposition. Butit may 
be proper, for the satisfaction of those persons who 
are not fully acquainted with the facts, to adduce 
the evidence of a competent authority, from whose 
Judgment there can hardly be.any appeal on this 
subject ; but whose testimony the Bengal Govern- 


‘ ment had not an opportunity of secing, when they 


wrote the above letter. I allude to the official dee 
claration of General Hay M‘Dowall, Commander 
in Chief of the Madras Army. In his letter to the 
Governor and Council of the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, dated Madras, Nov. 19, 1807, nearly 
a year and a half after the mutiny, he delivers it as 
the result of the whole evidence which had passed 
ander his review, “ that the rumour alluded to” 
{viz..that the British Government entertained the 
design of converting its native subjects to Chris- 
tianity) “ was by no means general, and except 
“ at Hydrabad_ it had made little or wo impres- 
sion.” But, what is most remarkable. - the 
12 


oa 
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Commander iti::Chief groynds on the circum- 
stances, of this mutiny a proposal to ‘the Govern- 
ment to build. CHRisTIAN CHURCHES. Alluding 
to the -“‘ indifference of Europeans which. is ma--~ 
* nifested a8 to the adoration of the Supreme Be-- 
“ ing,” and to the absurdity of supposing that the . 
natives should apprehend any religious interfe- 
_ rence from ‘“ persons who apparently conduct 
« themselvesywith so much apathy im réspect ‘to: 
« what concerns religious worship ;” he observes,: 
_ thet this indifference, particularly in the army, is. 
owing to the want of churches. He then adds: 
« Ttrust I shall be excused if 1 suggest the pro< 
“< priety of having convenient chapels, of moderate, 
# price, constructed iz all situations within the 
* Company's territories, where European troops 
are likely to be quartered. Whatever may be 
urged to the contrary, Y am convinced that 
such an improvemeit, independent of the ob+ 
* vious advantages, would render the British. 
character more respected by the natives, and 
« be atterided. by fio “evil consequences.”-The 
whole letter of General M-Dowall, and the Resoz 
~ jutions of Government thereon, will be given for 
the satisfaction of the reader. [See Appendix, 
No. I1I.] But the observations of his predecessor, 
General Sir John Cradock, mark, in a yet more 
absolute manner, the absence of Christianity from 
the English troops in India, In an official com+ 


° 
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munication to Government, after the massacre of 
Vellore, he thus writes +. “ In no situation has so’ 
“ much toleration, and such an unlimited free~ 
** dom of religious opinions and ceremonials, been _ 
“« displayed as under the British Government in 
“ Tadia; and in no situation have so few thea. 
“ sures been jitrstied by British subjects, for the 
““ conversion of the people to the religion wiach 
“ we profess: No Englishmen have hitherto beet 
“ employed on this duty in the provinces of the 
“ Peninsula ; and, from the almost total absefics 
“ of religious establishments im the interior of the 
‘“‘ country, and from the habits of life prevalent 
“‘ among military men, it is a melancholy truth, 
“ that so unfrequent are the religious observances” 
© of officers doing duty with battalions, that the. 
“ Sepoys have not, until very lately, discovered~ 
“ the nature* of the Teligion professed by the. 
 English."—East India Papers; No. 194, p. 5° 
_ 12. ‘The second assumption, on Which the 
Bengal Government rest. their ‘Justification, “is, . 
“ That they were by no means hostile to the in- - 
“, troduction of Christianity into India.” I am- 
satisfied that they are favourable to the ‘diffusion 


“ Query: How, when, and where they discovered it? - 
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of Christianity at this present time ; but, ‘ie re.’ 
gard to thelr sentitnents at a former- period, any 
forther observation is réndeved quite unuecessary, 
alter the disclosure that has been made by the 
publication of the Indian correspondence. a 
- Im their letter of the 2d Nov. 4807. before 
quoted, they suggest to the Honourable Court * ¢o 
* discourage any accession to the number of Mis- 
« sionaries actually employed, under the protestion’ 
of the British Government in India; in the work 
“ of conversion... This suggestion fully developes’ 
the. feeling. of that period. - ‘Those Missionaries 
who are now here we will restrain: you will bé 
pleased to: discourage any accession to the num- 
ber'y-00 Brahma will enjoy aneternal reign. The: 
Honourable Court seem to have been ® little dis-' 
tkessed at the perusal of this suggestion ismthey 
replied-to it in the. following terms: “776 “> : 
-¢. Having explained te you, a8 briefly as pos-. 
sible, the principles on which we wish you to 
“ act with regard to the Missionaries, it remains 
for us only teadvert to-your suggestion, ‘ that- 


"ft we should discourage any‘accession to the nuin- 


* 


bet’ of Missionaries actually eniployed; under 
the British Government in India, in the work: 
* of conversion.’ You are, of course, aware that 
many of the” HeRITORIOUS individuals who 
have devoted themselves to those labours, were - 
“ not British. subjects, or living under our.au- 


= 
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“ thority, and-that none of the Missionaries have 
“proceeded to Beugal with our licence.” <emsbien iy. 


13. It.zemains that we notice the reception 
which the Letter of the Bengal Government, ig 
answer to my Memorial, met with in England ; 
first, trom the Court of Directors ; and secondly, 
from the Board of Controul. eee 

_ The Court of Directors made no observation 
upon it at all; being content to insert a single 
Paragraph communicated to them by the Board of 
Controul*, But the reply which the Honourable 
— 





' * The Honourable Court might have Been relucta 
convey any special censure for my endeavours to promote 
religion in India, from the consideration that they had, on 
my first going to that country, recommended the interests of 
Christianity strongly to my attention, When I was ap. 
pointed a Chaplain for Bougal, in 1796, I received a public 

. charge from the Court of Directors on the eccasion. 1 was 
desired to attend the Court in my clerical robes; and the +... 
Chairman, Sir Stephen Lushington, addressed me on the 
importance of my office, and on the duties imposed on a 
minister of religion in India. His specch, which was evi- 
dently composed with much care, eceupied about a quarter 
of an hour or more in the delivery. The venerable Baronet 
observed, that French principles were sapping the founda- 
tions of Christianity and of social order; and he earnestly 
inculcated on me the duty of defending and promoting the 
principles of the ‘Christian Religion, by every proper. means, 


Wo, RARER 
‘Coumade to the contemporancous letter of the: 
Yingal Government, detailing their proceedings. 
- concerning the Missionaries, must not be passed 
éver. ‘The Honourable Court first praises thé 
~~gonduct of their Indian Governmert generally,” 
and then proposes a different mode of procceding 
for their’ governance. in future. “ If,” say they, 
* you had foreseen that the Missionariés would 
“ have shewn that entire and ready submissive- 





Twas much affected by the solemnity of the occasion, and 
by the encrgy and feeling with which the address was deli- 
vered; and the subject of the charge ifself made a great . 
impression on -my mind, particularly when meditating on it 
Sfterwards, during my voyage. -I trust that my whole life 
fo India has ‘been one continued act of obedience to that 
charge. Ifthe public have received ary useful information, 
or the cause of truth any support from my writings, it has 
been-owing, in a great degree, to that admonitory address, 
delivered to m@ soon after my leaving Colicge and entering 
on the ministerial office. tT doubt not that some of the mem- 
Were OF the. Honenrable Court have the circumstance in their 
recollection, I weil remember a gentleman who was then, 
and is now, @ Director, coming into the Waiting Room, after 
l-had withdrawn from the Court, and telling me that the 
Directors had been congratulating thetr Chairman. on his 
** excellent sermon.” i fi GS ae 


It will be satisfactory to the public to see that my endea- 
vours to promote Christianity in India (in any degree that 
these ‘may have been approved) originated in an caper 


“~~ manner with the East India Company itself, Pee 3 
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ness' to Government, which thelr votidifct has 
manifested, we think ‘you would have doubted 
of the expediency of holding, under the éir-: 
cumstances’ you: have described, # PuBLYc 
PROCEEDING upon their transactions. «And w@ 
would only suggest, that if, on any future oced~ 
sion, any fresh precautionary meastires ‘should 


become indispensable, it would be desirable, in 


the first instance at least, to see whether a prir 
vate communication from the:Governor Gene: 
ral might not effect all that is desired, withcut 
bringing into view the instrumentaiity of Go-. 
vernment.”— We rely on your discretion that. 
you will abstain from all unnecessary or osten? 
tatious interference with their proceedings." 


The whole letter is highly creditable to the judg." 
ment of the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company. - ‘It is a mode} for official writing and. 
temperate rebuke. But its highest praise is, with 
one exception, that it maintains just and dignified 
views concerning’ the extension of Christianity’ int 
India, both in relation to the well- being of the 
natives and to the as of the British Govern- 
ment*,. 9) = POH Utica : 


é 


The Board of Cénisout penned a bet ‘ale ; 


containing the following sentence,: written with, 
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ae See the Letter, No. I. Appendix. =! 3.) 
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great spirit and with good temper :—‘ We shall 
“ contcat curselyes af present with remarking, 
“that Dr. Buchanan, as well. as all other Eccle- 
_ siastics who promulgate the doctrines of Chris- 
“ uianity in India, and who bestow such just and 
“ snerited encomiams on the conduct of the Mis-— 
“ sionary Swartz, would de well to adopt it as 
“ the model of their own ; and should always re- 
* collect that discretion and moderation, in their - 
“ language and actions, are most consistent with 
“the mild spirit of our religion, and are indis- - 
" pensably requisite for those who are employed 
‘fin prosecuting the laborious work of con- 
“ version.” ea te . 
~ ‘Lhe Board of Controul probably did not intend 
it; but they may be assured that the Secretarics ip 
Bengal, on the first view of the above conspicu+ 
ous, eulogium on Swartz, would instinctively say; 
“ That is intended for us, because we suppressed, 
* in the Calcutta Gazette, the cencomium on 
“ Swartz transmitted by the Court of Direce 
‘S tors.” é pete ON 
As for myself, I regret that this salutary admo» 
nition, penned in 1808, shou!d not have been con- 
veyed to me sooner than last week, when it was 
printed by the Honourable the House of Com- 
mons.. But it is good advice at all times. [have 
now only to say, that I shall ever be happy to suf 
fer a little disparagement, if it tend to the exalta- 
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~ tion of so excellent and exemplary a character as. 
the Missionary alluded to.. I will further add, 
that I hardly know a circumstance which could... 
have given me greater pleasure, than to see the 
British Government and the East India Company 
combining together, in an official and solemn, 
‘manner, to propose to English Ecclesiastics an 
imitation of the conduct and example of the apos- 
tolic Swartz. : : “ee, 
Kirby Hall, Borobridge, 

25th June, 1813, 
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Copy of a LETTER from the Bengal Governinent to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated the F 
. th December, 1807. (Extracted from the East India 
. Papers, printed by erder of the House. of ‘Commons, - 
‘No._142, pp. 74—79.) ; 





To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors. . 


Honourable Sirs; 


ca Tre Governor General has judged it to be his 
duty to communicate to the Board a Letterand Me« 
inorial addressed to his Lordship by the Reverend Mr. 
‘Buchanan, one of the Chaplains of this Presidency, in 
‘consequence of the measures adopted by this Govern- 
‘ment, relatively to the procecdings of the Society of 
‘Missionaries for the propagation. of the Gospel, (the 
details of which we had the honour to Teport to yout 


HonourableCommittee in our dispatch of the gdullimo.) .; ° 


"That Memorial; containing animadversions on the meas 
sures to which we have adverted, introduced in a'man- 
her which we consider to be personally disrespectful te 
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the Governor General, as well as disrespectful to the 
Government, and ascribing to both, motives and prin» 
ciples of action, of a nature injurious to the cbaracter 
of the British Administration in India; we deem 4 
proper to transmit to yoar Honourable Commitice the 
enclosed copies of that Letter and Memorial, and at the 
game time to stale such observations ag the tenor of the 
- Jatter appears to us to render necessary. 

2. Of the acts which Mr. Buchanan has stated as the 
acts of the British Gavernment in India, and the cir- 
cumstances of which Mr. Buchanan has explained and 
eensured, under the present Governor General’s sup- 
posed ignorance of them, the principal are those which 
formed the subject of our dispatch to .your Honourable 
Committee of the 2d ultimo; and all are referred osten- 
sibly to the prejudices and counsel of the officers of 
Goverament;: aud Mz.-Buchanan -has ascribed to the 
late and present Government the adoption of measures 
directed to the object of opposing the progress of Chris- 
tianity in India, on the foundation ‘ef opinions’ incul- 
gated by its officers, The comments on the late mea- 
snres of the present administration, contained in Mr, 
Buchanan's Memorial, are founded om the disrespectful 
and. unauthorized presumption, that the Governor 
General, regardless of the ‘first principle of his public 
duty, has Liindiy submitted to the guidance of the sub> 
erdinate officers of Government, and adopted measures 
of the highest importance, without a previous consie 
. deration of their origin and tendency, and even without 

"a previous knowledge of the nature of them 5 and your 
Honourable Committee will observe, that Mr. Buchanan 
shas described ta tis Lordship, as points of informa- 
tion, acts end opinions.sanctioned by his own official 
ae geie as Governor General.in council, 

. Sy. Ut ganna, however, -cscape observation, shat the 
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real design of the Memorial is to impute to the Goveras 
ment those principles of action which are ostensibly 
wecribed te its officers; and under any circumstances, 
jt is incumbent on us to obviate a misconception of the 
“motives and objects of the recent measures of thus 
Government, whict’ a perusal of the Memorial might 

. “pecasion, if the errors of its- statements should remain 
jinexplained. a ted ~ ae 
: 4. With this view it ig not necessary to enter into a 
discussion of the accuracy of all the facts- alleged by 
“Mr. Buchanan. It will, be sufficient to notice those 
4eading points of the Memorial on which is founded tbe 
extraordinary imputation of. a systematic design, and 
an actual attempt; ‘on the part of the present Ac 
ministration, to support the interests of the reli 
gions of thia country, by preventing the diffusion 
‘of Christianity withix’ the limits of the British domi+ 
nions ia India, .. ; al atte P canae Sent. 
| Mr, Buchanan has contrasted the encouragement 
‘afforded to the propagation of Christianity ander former 
‘Governments, with a supposed opposition to it nader 
the last and present Administrations. It will be, found, 
however, that those proceedings of the Missionaries 
which .have attracted the attention of this Government, 
are of a character. entirely new, or such at least as had 
nét come under the observation of Government, We % 
isilude to the practice of public preaching in the native £ 
language’at the seat of Government, and to the circu. ; 


~~. Jation of prinied works in the same languages, on topics 


and in-terms grossly offensive to the religious. prejudices 
“4 of our native subjects. y - < : - 

7-6. ‘With respect to the practice of public preaching 
-to the unconverted natives of this-country,. ou topics of 
_this nature, we deem the. prohibition of it to be con- . 

sistent with the principles and practice of those coune 
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tries it which the most liberal. toleration: is established 
for ali religions, and consonant specifically with the. 
ptinciples and. practice of. the British Government 
and nationg In England, persons who profess the 
Roman Cathohe faith may assemble and assist at the 
performance of the rights of their teligion in their own” 
_ Chapels, without opposition. or molestation from the 
Government. ‘So may the Jews celebrate the rites of 
their religion in their own synagogues; but we do not 
conceive the Catholic or Jewish priests have ever. 
claimed a right to preach publicly, not to their own 
flocks, but indiscriminately to his Majesty’s Protestant 
. tubjects, discourses for the express purpose of con- 
verting that whole Protestant and Christian nation to 
the Catholic or Jewish religion ; much less, pablicly to 
tevile and insult, in the most opprobrious and offensive 
terms, “the .tenets and ministefs of the Church of 
England. 4f any indiscreet enthusiast of either of the 
“persuasions above mentioned should hold a coriduct so° 
iinprudent and so unjustifiable, and’ the magistrate 
shouid intervene and silence him, as he unquestionably - 
would, we are persuaded that so reasonable an inter+ 
position of the magistrate would neither fall within the © 
real and odious principle of persecution, nor experi- 
ence that unmerited reproach from the mouths of the 
ational and ingenuous members of the religion at+ 
tempted to be propagated in that manner, . The late 
prohibition of public preaching in the native languages. 
at Calcutta, was given occasion to, and rendered indis4 
-pensable, by practices similar to those which we have just 
described ; and was called for, also, by some peculiarities 
in the present times too obvious to need explanation 3 
as well as by some actual indications of solicitude and 
incipient irritation in the minds of the naiive public of 
this-city, in consequence of those proyotations., 2: 


a 





indiscreet’ “mode in which -those* duties were lately. ad=. 
ministered, coupled: with other-considerations of an 
o¢¢asional and’ we trast seen natore, requir ‘ins 
our judgrieltt;: forthe mément;, 


Aes: 







siotl “Of a°practice whith, in the form 
to ity threateried- consequences prejudicial to the publi 
repose, “and not Tess adverse. to the sucess: ; 
pisus “purpode~-proposed bythe? Missionaries them- | 
stlves” 


* a. TivTndia, considerations “of publié safety are su- 
peradded, in-a moré than -ordinaty-degreey: to | 
aio sonffacted- by. Government of protecting the 
rights and privileges” of the subject; and we ca 
doubt: that the wisdom of every former admin’ 





in India: wonld ‘have “suggested. the necessity of pro- 
hibiting this practice, af “kndwh to prevail i in the man- 
ner itt which? it recently Speco in theidéit of Go- 
vernmeént ees 


the toe of is Me wot 
a of the nature described in-the sth paragraph of 








this digpatch, have been circulated under former Go- Ae = 


verninents—without- Opposition or controul, and. that: Bee 


“the Suppression of them) is an innovation in na 
as well as*in “act, upon the practice of preceding: 
ministrations. - Thé*existing Testrietions = 
in India, however, have béen in force during ‘a long 
coursé of yearss-and icant be -sipposed that any- 
former administration would® have deemed it consistent: 
with the -public-safety, “or = obligation of public 





i 
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faith, a3 pledged tothe hative subjects of the Company, ” 
for the uamolested exercise of their religions, to permit 
the circulation of such inflammatory wurks as those which 
. wz have Jately had occasion to bring uider the notii® * 
of your Honourable Committee. In support of this 
apinion, we deem it proper to state the circumstances tf 
_of a transaction which occurred during the admini- 
stration of Marquis Wellesley, analagous to the pro- ; 
cerdings gf the present Government in suppressing the 
public diseussion, either by preaching ot by printed ot 
works, of topics offensive to the religions of our naive: 
subjects. a ee. fe se dl ; 
20. In the year 1804, the following subject of dis- 
putation, in the College of Fort William, baving beer, 
proposed, viz. “The advantage which the natives of 
* this country might derive from translations, in the!” 
és vernacular tongues, of the books containing the, — 
« principles: of their respective religions, and those of, 
s¢ the Christian faith ;” the prepared discussion of which, 
subject was reparted to involve topics offensive to. the; 
religious prejudices of the class of Mahomedans; a 
number of the most respectable. and learned of, the, 
Massulman inhabitants of Calcutta addressed a me~ 
mortial- to the Governor General, Marquis Wellesley, 
remonstrating against. this supposed infringement of 
the unequivocal toleration which they acknowledged, 
fo with gratitude the Govermaent had ull then afforded to, 
*  ahe unmolested exercise of the religions of its subjects. 
™ Ty ~eply to this memorial, a declaration was addressed. 
‘to the memorialists, im the name and by the authority. 
of the Governor General; in which, after adverting, ag, 
a fundamental principle of the ‘British Government, to 
the soliciiude with which Government not caly abe 
‘stained from all. interference in the religious concerns, 
of #3 Massulman and Hinds. subjects, and from any: 
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endeavour to disturb their faith or to impede that falf 
and free exercise of their respective religions which . 
they enjoyed undér the Mussulman Government, but 

. even afforded additional facilides to them tm the ob« 

“) servance of all the tites, ceremonies, and duties of 
their respective persuasions; and after explaining to 
the ‘memorialists the error of thei? apprehensions re 
‘garding the object. and design of the disputation which - 
had beech proposed, and the rea! purpose of the dis 
Putations annually holden in the College of Fért Wile 
liam, and aasuring the memorialists. that the examis | 
Ration of, any question whatever--eonnected with the 
interests of religion, and especially che degradation of 
the religions of thie country and the propagation of 
the Christian faith, were entirely foreign to the objects. 
of the institution, the Governor General: signifted: to 
the memorialists, that although, on perusing ihe pro- 
posed thesis, he perceived no principle of an objection~ 
able tendency, yet that, with’ a View. to prevent the’ 
possibility of any appreheasion on the Part of tne 
natives of this country that it, might be the intention- 
of. the British Goveramént to cepart from the system 
of unlimited toleration which it had hitherto aniformly 
observed, the moment that the Governor General was 
.appriaed of the subject of the Propesed thesis, he iz. 
saed orders: positively prohibiting the disputation upon 
that thesis; and copies of this declaration were circus pe 
lated to ali the Principal stations under this: Presidency, 
and to the forciza Residencies, with a view to enable ~~~ 
the ofcers. and representatives of Government to 
counteract at those. stations any eventual alarm of the 
nature OF that which had been excited at the Presi« 
dency ee ee a rae ie 
"11, From this transaction may be inferred not only. 
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the effect which public discussions. respecting ihe. tlie 
gions of the country are calculated to produce, but 
also the solicitude of that very. administration to 
which -Mr. Buchanan has specially appealed, as ex: 
eouraging the propagation of the Christhan faith in 
India, to suppress discussions suc az those which we 
“have deemed it our duty to prohibit. : 

42. The composition of w orks directed to the sie 
- of converting the natives to Christianity +80 naturally 
Jeads. todiscussions of that nature, that the evils re» 
sulting from’ the Jatter must necessarily be hazarded 
by an “unrestrained toleration of the former; and our 
“decision upon this new question bas been regulated not 
by any innovation on former established principles, bat 
“by those maxims of prudence and precaution which the 
condition of the British establishment in this country. 
recpuiresy. and tbe neglect of which would, in our 
decided judgment, not only expose to hazard the 
* stability of the British daguatenst in India, but would 
impede the accomplishment of the very object which 
animates the pious labours of the Society of Christian 
* Missions ries in the w ork of conversion. ; 

13. These consequences must be hazarded in a eee, 
culiar degree by a supposed connection between the, 
efforts thus employed for the conversion of the natives, , 
and the measures of the Government, which, on grounds ; 








already stated, have been rendered by the highest:.- 


prescriptive authority, and by the uniform practice: 
.ot the British Government in India, epminealy 
distinct; aud in our dispatch to, your Henourable 
Committee, of the 2d ultimo, we have explained the, 
circumstances which, in the present condition of the. 
British power in India, more than at any former period,, 
would tend lo @ establish in the minds. of the natives a 
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butler of that thtieRetion’ under the uilinaited toteratich 
of those proceedings on the part of the Miss:onaries 
whieh we have deemed it our duty to repress. © 5 = 3 ** 
wg 14. The expediency and necessity of protecting our 

* mative'subjects. in the undisturbed enjoyment of theit 

: religious: opinions ‘and usages, and of carefully witht 
holding-the influence of Government. for the support 
of the endeavours of Missionaries to convert the natives 
to Christianity; in other. words,-the. real prinetples of 
action and -maxinis of precaution which have regulated : ~ 

~ the proceedings of this Government with “respect: to 
thie'Missiowaries and to the production’ oftheir’ press, 
have been recognized. and inculcated in the most forci~ 
bleand explicit terms, in the following extracts from 

the letter of the Honourable the Court of Direétors to 
the Governmesit of Fart. St. George, dated the agth of 

_ May, on the sabjectof the matiny at Vellore, =~ 

- “In the whole course of our adininistration of the 
© Indian territories, it has been our known aiid de-- 
€ clared principle to maintain a perfect toleratiot® of 
« the various religious systems which prevailed in it, 
© to protect the followers of each: in the undisturbed: 
enjoyment of. their respective -opinions and usages, 
and neither to iaderfere with them ourselves, nor to. 
46 suffer them to be molested by others? ve 
‘x «© When: we aferded our countenance and sanction 
«to Missionaries who have from time to time pro- 
4 ceeded tO India, for the purpose of propagating the .” 
# Christian Religion, it was far from being in ous con? . 
© tempiation to. add the influence of our authority ta 
‘ any attempts-they might make ;-for on the contrary 
Swe were perfectly aware that the progress of real 

- conversion would be slow and gradual, arising 
“more from @ conviction of the principles of our 
religion itself, and from the pious. examples of ats 
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teachers, than from any“pfidue influence, or from the - 
“exertions of authority, which are never to be resorted 
‘€ to in such cases.’ bee a 
4. Your Honourable Céimmittee will be satisfied, uy 
the tenor of our present dispaich, and of our Giayetee : 
‘ot te ed ultimo, that these are precisely the principles, 
“which have regulated our late proceedings. y path regard 
> go the Missionaries; and that Mr. Buchanan, im ascribing 
to us eaqisposition hostile to Chyistianity, has assumed 
a latilude of censure equally d'srespectful in. its nature 
gud dagarangd by facts. tae trad 
16. With respect to the injurious position stated in 
My. Bucharian’s Memorial,. that under the proceedings 
sanctioned by this Government, the tendency. of pubs 
Tications directed to the object of converting the natives 
is submitted to the decision of a Mahomedan or a 
Hlindoos it is obvious to rematk, that Government 
_adtself js competent to judge of it through the medium 
of translation; that the intervention of a native is 
not necessary to enable us to obtain information res 
arding the contents of any publication in the Persiang 
Arahic, Hindostance, or Bengalee languages; and that 
our late proceedings with regard to the works, of which 
translations were enclosed in our dispatch to your 
Honovrable Committee of the 2d ultimo, was the result 
ef our own judgment of the nature aud tendency of 
- those works... we Us . woe 
17, The intimation contained in. Mr. Buchanan’ 8 
Memorial, that this Government has established a new 
and specific imprimatur with respect to works on theo 
logy, appears to us to require some observations relative 
to the nature and effect of the restrictions on the pressy 
which since their original establishment have continued 
to operate without relaxation, eo2 


_38, This Anant alban beating. sefecence ig 
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those publications: of the’. press of Serampore- which 
av have judged it-necessary 10 prohibit or restrain, ap- 
pears to be principally founded on the requisition, 
Roticed at the commencement of Mr. Buchanan’s Me- 
morial,on the subject of submiting certain Discourses 
on the Prophecies; which Mr. Buchanan proposed to 
publish, to the inspection of Government previously 
to their publication. Jt ts proper therefore to styles 
the civcumstances of that transaction. - mete 
16 The Superintendant’ ef the Company’s Petes 
leone received from MreBuchanan the draft of an 
advertisement, which announced the intended publica> 
tion of Mr. Buchanair’s Sermons preached in the Pre+ 
fidency Charchs en the- Prophecies, deemed it dis 
duty to ebtain the sanetion of Goversment to the pub- 
fication of those Sermons, and consequently ie the iny 
gertiony: #tthé Government Gazette; of the advertise- 
ment announcing their intended publication, and ac- 
cordingly -eommunicated the draft of the proprsed 
advertisement to Government through the channel of 
ts officers. Upon-this reference, the Chief Secretary 
was directed to request, that Mr. Buchanan would send 
the manuseript for the inspection of Government, pre- 
viously to its publications and under. this order, the 
‘publication of the advertisement -also was of course: 
suspended. -- This transaction is-eonsideréd by Mr. 
» Buchanan to amount to. 2 suppression “of the Sermons 
en the Prophecies, because a. condition was~attached 
to the publication of them, which Mr. Buchanan erro 
neously supposed te be the revision of them by the 
ethcers of Government, # condiion to which he could 
: sat conenientiaaaly aecedts-- re 
: 2, Mr. Buehahas however most be mapposed to ob- 
je ‘to the revision of ‘those discourses by the Govern 
menj-itecli, ag thé condition of their publication, be- 





of etablaiog $aDe ‘imprimatar ‘on 
wor cs of theology, if it. does..not refer-to the revision. 
of the Government, is foun yas fateas 1 relaies to the 
discourses jfi questions on an. erroneous. construction 
of the. Chief Secretary’s requisitio: 45. Which expressly 
fleclared that the Manuscript was to, be: submittedto 


thei gett maa a odes oe: 


having. had- an opportuni aiming fe 


Retaene, we Can. form. no jodgment of a 
Pir cet thei ication... the 
sition of the saci ce 
have met with: no opposition from us; nor would - 
wick. Most _disrespectfully and improperly stated 
Mi chanan as a particular object of alarm.to usy 


ie findWeonversiorroF all marae t6-the Christian 
fas, “have rendered the pebli in our Judgment 
ble, At the same time, if in, commenting 
f +. Buchanan should have been 
found to have jniroduced into _ his discourses strictures 
on-the religion of the _ Mabomedans and Hindoos, of 
the nature of those which, in the form of works pub=. 
tks for the perasal of the natives of this country, we 
ad La it our duty to suppress, -or to hava.ens, 
latged on the topic of the immediate and general con- 
version of our. subjects i m the. East to hristianityy we 


sliould probably have judged the. promulgation of_such.. 
petbRaEE Tet se pulp of the Presidency. and the press 

of Government, t to be “anseasonable.and- ‘inexpedient, i in 
the prevent conjuncture of of afi, 2 ees 

22, OF this nature only are the festrictions. which we 
desire to ‘impose on the publication. of theological: works, 
ip this country, “Those restrictions. obviously form a 
part of that general controul which, in the actual state: 
of our dominion in India, it is in ensably necessary. 


to “lear on _ the productions of a the 
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security ‘of the-public interestsand the fieservation: of 





the public tranquility. in. this important-branéh of the * 


British cmpire. Such zc-trictions have virtoally existed 


during the whole period us the British supremacy in- 


India: the occasion for the active exercise of them hae 
only recently occurred. | - af 


23. Religious discussions, as ‘bes calculated in a: 


. peculiar degree to affect the public tranquillity, are the 


direct and proper objects of a general controul.<whiclt 
has been established over the productions of ‘the presdy 
for purposes of national: imterest ‘and public security 5 
and in Indiay more than in all other countries, the con 
troul of religious publications is, ero for the 
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" natives on the coast, is of opinion that the i insurrection, °- 


- 24. This necessity cannot. be: exemplified in terms 


“more just or more forcible than in the following extract 


froma work published by Mr. Buchanan in England, 


cad 


and entitled, “ A’Memoir on the Expediency of an Ece . 


« clesiastical Establishment in India.” . °° has 

The Mahomedans profess a religion which has 
ever been characterized by political bigotry and in- 
‘ temperate zeal. In this country that religion still res 


tains the character of its bloody origin, particularly ° i 


*€ among the higher classes.- Whenever the Mabome- 


‘¢ dan. feels his religion touched, he grasps his dagger. ; 


® This spirit was-seen in fuli operation under Tippoo’s 
* government, and it is not now extinguisiied.” _ 2+ 


25. The practical effect of this sanguinary spirit of - 


bigotry, as exemplified in the mutiny of Vellore, and 
in the events which succeeded it, can hardly escape ob- 


servation; for although Mr. Buchanan, on the ground - 
of his personal. communication with some of the - 


at Vellore had no connection with the Christian re- 


ligion directly or indirectly, immediately or remotely, - 
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‘wt are compelled to form a different judgment, from 
- the mass of authentic evidence -and information om that 
tunhappy everit, recorded on the proceedings of Govern- 
ment; and we are satisfied that a persuasion -(a most” 
erroacous one indeed, but.a firm aad sincere persua- 
Sion) in the breasts of a great proportion of the Sepoys” 
‘who were thus betrayed iato the execution of the mas~ 
~ gacre of Vellore, and of those who subsequently mani+ : 
Festcd =. spirit of insurrection, that a design existed on 
‘the part ofthe British Government to operais @ general 
gonversion of the inhabitants of India to Christianity; 
was one of the most efficient causes of that horrible - 
‘disaster. “Responsible therefore to our Sovercign, 16 
cur immediate superiors, and to our country, for the 
 gecurity.and tranquillity of this empire, we should have 
neglected a primary obligation of oir public duty, if at 
any ‘periét of time,-but especiatty while such impres~ 
+ 6ions were recent, we-hud permitted the citculation 
within the British territories, of works seviling. the re+ 
ligions of our subjects, and distinctly declaring a desire. 
to convert them to the Christian faith. Under the ins 
fluence of the same sentiments and circumstances also, 
we cannot but question the prudence of publishing; 
with the sanction of the supreme British authority in 
.Judia, the approaching. and. instant conversion of the 
inhabitants.of this country to Christianity... - +> 
‘26, The imposition of a restraint, therefore, on. the 
promulgation of writings of the above description, is 
“bot the application. of a Jong. authorized and existing 
eoniroul over the conduct of the press, to the most im= 
portant of the objects for which that controul was 
priginally established ; and consequently, as far as the 
public. safety. is concesned, works on theology, lika 
works. on other subjects, must be considered jo by 
gubject.to aciyil revision, : : 


Nee 
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: af. tii ine that no direct eontroul over the press 
of the Missionaries at Serampore, had been specifically . 
declared 10 exist, or bad ever been exercised by -the 
British Government, because no abuse of that press. 
* bad attracted notice. *But under the peculiar.circume 
glances of the’ settlement of Serampore, and of the , 
_ press established in it, our right to controul the pro+ 
ductions of the Missionary Press’cannot be disputed. ° 
9g. The” population of Serampore cannot: afford: 
Gantowors to a press in-any degree sufficient to sup4 
port the charges attending it. The only purposes con+. 
_ nected with thé concerns of the Danish Governtnent, 
or of the inhabitants of Scrampore, to which the press. 
of the Missionaries was applicdy were (as stated by tha 
Governor of that settlement, in his letter of the 30th of 
_ September,) the publishing of regulations and advertise=_ 
ments of publicand private sales, <All works printed ab 
that press were necessarily intended for-circulation in: 
the British territoricg, and were so circulated, and the 
pamphlets which attracted our notice were sent to thig: 
° Presidency and its vicinity, for distribution among our 
mative subjects... % 
29. The Missionaries themaclves are all British. cube 
jects: Mr. Carey, the chief member of the Society, 
holds ihe situation of Professor of the Shanscrit-and Ben+ 
galee languages in the College of Fort William, and the 
deading members occasionally reside at this Presideney- 
The ‘Danish Government permitted, and motives of 
” convenience induced, them to establish their press at 
Serampore. _But the press is principally supported by: 
the aid and encouragement afforded by the Asiatic So- 
ciety and. the College of Fort William. ‘hr is conse} 
quently, to all intents and purposes, a British Press; and. - 
its productions must necessarily be considered by the" 
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community at latge, “to fssué under the patronage and 
sanction of the British Government. The same con- 
siderations, therefore, which require the exercise of an: 
efficient controul over the presses established at this 
Presidency, are equally applicable té the press ai Se- 
samporé. _ When its productions were found to be of @ 
nature hazardous to the public tranquillity, it becaine . 
the absolute duty of this Government to give effect to 
that centroul; and adverting to the inconvenience, and 
ia some dégree the inefficiency, under which the con- 
troul of a press established in a foreign jurisdiction 
must “be exercised, we deemed it adviscable to simplify: 
and facilitate the execution of that system, by requiring 
that apres, the productions of which were to circulate 
exclusively in the British territories, should be trans~ 
ferred to those territories, and be brought fairly and” 
ostensibly within the scope of ‘that observation whicly 
reas entitled to. controul it. We therefore desired the 
Missionaries to remove their press to Calcutta ; ap 
prising the Danish Governor, at the sante time, that wa 
had deemed it necessary to signify that desire to thé 
Missionaries, and stating to him isi grounds of the 
fmeasute, © * ‘ me ; 
30. The right of the British Goverament to exercisd | 
a controul over the press of Serampore, and for that 
purpose to require the traasfer of itto the Presidency, 
was not contested by the Governor of Serampore ; who, 
far from resisting the demaid for its removal on thé 
splea of the sovercignty of his nation, as erroneously as- 
serted by Mr. Buchanan, merely solicited ‘the revocation 
- of that demand, on the ground of the distress to’ which 
sthe Missionaries would be exposed by our exacting & 
‘compliance with it; stating an additional inducement, 
ia, the convenience which the. Government and in-- 


ae 
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Labitants of Scrampore experienced from the use of. 
the press, in publishing regulations and advertisements 
of public and private sales.” Z : 
>» 31, We at the same time received from the Miiw. 
sionaries the Memorial, of which a copy formed an en= 
closure in our dispatch to your Honourable Committee 
of the 9d ultimo; wherein the Missionaries represented- 
the peculiar circumstances of their property at Seram-:;° 
pore, and explained the very serious and distressing. 
consequences to the individuals compasing tee Missionys 
as well as to the body itself, and.to a ‘consideradie _ 
namber of families connected with them as servants 


and dependants, which would result from the removal,” 


f 


of the press from Serampore, Being satisfied of the” 
troth of these representations, ‘and nothing beingr 
further from our views and disposition than to affect in / 
the smallest degree either the intcrests of the missionary. 
body or the personal comfort and convenience of those. 
worthy: individuals, we withdrew without hesitation : 
that part of the measure, and remained satisfied with 
the assurance of the. Missionaries, that the works 
to be hereafter printed at Serampore should be pre-., 
viously subinitted to the revision and sanction of out 
“Government. : 
32. The attention with which we listened to the re~’ 
presentations of the Missionaries, concerning the distress 
which the removal of their press would occasion, was’. 
acknowledged by them in terms: of fervent gratitude 3. 
and in reply to our letter communicating to the Go-. 
vernor of Serampore our compliance with the solicitation > 
of the Missionaries, his Excellency expressed ‘his most 
grateful acknowiedgments for the moderation we had so 
generously manifesied” on this occasion.» 00 
_- 33. It will be evident, from’ the, facts and observae - 
fions which we haye stated tg, your Honourable Come, 
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mittee, that no ifnovetion has-taken place in the prin- 
ciples and practice of this Goverament, relatively to 
the controul of the productions of the press; that no 
new and specific imprimatur has been established for 
works on theology, but that the restrictions which 
virtualty existed with regard to pubtications in general, 
were. practically applied to theological work, only 
when works of that class, containing strictures on the 
religions of the country in terms the most irritating™ 
and offensize, by being circulated among our native 
subjacts, exposed the public tranquilfity to hazard, 

34, Mr. Buchaman’s indecent comments on out 
reply to the reference of the Governor of Scrampore, 
revative to the translation of the Bible (which reply 
Mr. Buchanan has communicated to the Governor 
General, as-a point of information, and/as a subject of 
concerm.to. bis Lordshig) merely suggest the expedi+ 
ency of remarking, that we should deem it our duty 
to oppose the publication of any-strictures on the re- 
ligioas. of the country, such. as we have already sup~ 
pressed, whether promulgated in the form of separate 
tracts, or Of prefatory notes to a translation of the 
Holy Scciptures. 

38. Our solicitude for the suppression of publica- 
tions of that nature, combines with a vigilant atten- 
tion tothe public safety and tranquillity, a regard for 
the successful propagation of the truths of Christianity 
arhong the misguided natives of these distant countries, 
by the only means which can promote is succces,—- 
the operation of example in the conduct of its preach- 
ers and professors, in the principies which it incufcates, 
and in-the effects which it produces on the dignity of 
individual character, and on the general happiness and 
welfareof mankind ; united also with the means of in- 
struction, when instruction is desired; but uncon- 
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nected with the language of irritation, with revilingd-~~- 
acainst the religions of the country, and with pros. 
phctic denunciations of their immediate subversion. -2- | 
- 86. We shall conclude this discussion by observing, 
that it has never been in the contemplation, either of 
the present or the receding administration of this 
Government, to controul or impede the pious labours 

‘of the- Missionaries, while conducted in the manner 
which prudence: dictates, and: which the orders af the 
Honourable ‘Court have Sistinetly prescribed? But. 
when the mistaken zeal of the Missionaries exceeded 
those limits which considerations, of public safety, and 

- even a golicitude for the propagatian: of Christian 
knowledge among the misguided. natives of these 
countries, have wisely iunposed ; when publications 
and public preachings, calculated not ta cenciliate and: © ~ 
Convince but to irritate the minds of the pecple, were.’ 

_ brought to the notice of Government, the interposition 

of the ruling power became Necessary te preclude the. - 
apprehended effects. of. these. dangerous. and unpto=_ 





fitale. proceedings, see 
ee * . . We haye- the honour to'be, Ke, be, a 
$ tee (Signed) : MINTO, : 
ase ee G.HEWETT,- | 
Sf ete ot +t. GL BARLOW, = *. 
ee rs oe oJ, LUMSDEN, -4 


Fort William, 7th December, 180% : Ms 


144 _ &PPRENDIX:, 


“No. Me 


Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors, to the 
Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal ;- 
dated Wh September, 1808, $ ote 

Para. 1, WE have received, by the General Stuart, 
your letter of the Bd November Jast, addressed to the 


. Geeret Cunimittee, on the subject of certain publica~ 


tions which had issued from the Missionary Press at 
Serampore, and detailing the proceedings which you 
had-thorcht it advisable to adopt with regard to them. - 

2. Whatever..is connected with an atiempt-to intro~ 
duce Christianity among the natives of British India, 


_cannet: but.be felt asa subject of thesgreatest im- 


portance, and of the greatest delicacy ; and we lament 
that circumstances should have occurred in any part 


- of out territories, to call for the interference of our 


Government in maticrs of that description. We are 
anxious that it should be distinctly understood, that we 
are very far from being averse to the introduction of 
Christianity into Indiay or indifferent to the benefits 
which would result from the general diffusion of its 
doctrines ; but, we bave a fixed and sctiled opinion, 
that nothing could be more unwise and impolitic, 
nothing even moré likely to frustrate the hopes.and en- 


_ deavours of those who aim at the very object, the in- . 


troduction of Christianity among the native inhabtiants, 
than any, imprudent or injudictous attempt to introduce 
it by means which should: irritate and aiarm their re- 
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ligious ‘prejudices,’ That the publication which: Brst_ 
'. excited your attention, as well as the paper which’ you 
transmitted to us, marked C. entitled «The Rise ot 
- Wisdom,” is calculated to produce those effects, we 
senceive can admit of no doubt; and we entirely ap~ 
prove of your endeavours to interrupt the circulation * 
of.them, Indced the Missionaries themselves seem to 
“-vegretand-to condemn their publication, Perhaps some“ 
. doubt might be fairly entertained whether a copsiderable 
part of the paper marked B, was of a nature to have 
_ excited similar feelings, if the other publications did 
not. prepare the mind to receive with some_jealousy 
"+ any works which- issued: fom.the same press. In sug- *_ 
gesting the possibility of this doubt, we by no means | 
intend to convey any disapprobation of that pradent 
precaution which led you to prevent the further pabli- 
cation of thie fast, together with those which ‘appear * 
to.usto be more unquestionably exceptionable. - It | 
is &-matier of great difficulty to draw the line 
- which should at once describe:and characterize the 
‘publications which might be permitted to be con- 
“sidered as inoffensive, and at the same time dis+ 
tinguish. them from those which a proper precaution 
would suppress; and. at this. distance from -the scene ~, 
of Government, we can only state to you.those general 
principles which we are desirous should direct your 
_ conduct upon this point. For this purpose, we would 
refer you to a passage in our political letter to Fort 
St. George of the 29th May 1807, in-which we briefly 
- intimated, in the following terms, our sentiments of 
what. the character‘ and conduct of Christian Mig~ 
sionaries in India, -and the carriage of the Company’s 
Government towards: them ought to be. “ When we ~ 
_ afforded our tountenance and sanction to the Mis- 
é as ~~ . si wre . 


ow 
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 stoniridewho have front: time"to time proceeded tt 
India for the purpose of propagating the Christian, 
© Religion, it was fer from being in oat contemplation 
' € to add the influence of our authority to any attempts” 
they mizht make; for, on the contrary, we were per+ 
-  fectly aware: that the progress 6f real conversion 
would be gradual and slow, arising more from a 
“* conviction of the purity of the principles of our res” 
. ®ligion itself, and fromy the pious example of its 
® teachers, than from any unsue influence, or from 
“the exertions ‘of authority, which are. never to be 
© yesorted “to in such cases.” In the ‘same spirit we 
would still wish to affirm as a principle, the desirabley 
ness of imparting the knowledge of Christianity to the 
fatives’of British India; but we must also conténd, that 
the means to be used for that end shall be only such as 
shail be free from any political dafiger or alarm. 
» 3. With these two positions, which appear to us te 
fe fundamental on the subject in question, the 39th 
Para. of your dispatch now before us, in substance 
corresponds; for you there, after acknowledging “ your 
* entire conviction of the correctness of the statement 
« which the Memorial of the Missionaries containsy 
 yelative to the motives and objects of their zeal for 
the propagation of the sacred doctrines of Christie 
 anity,” observe, “ Our. duty as guardians of the 
% public welfare, and even a consentancous solicitude 
© for the diffusion of the blessings of Christianitys . 
¢ merely require as to restrain the efforts of that coms 
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& mendable geal within those limits, the transgression. 


«of which would, in our decided judgment, expose 
«10 hazard -the public safety and tranquillity, withoug 
« promoting its intended -ebject.” Agreeing then with 
you in general views on this question, amd impresacdh 
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wit? the necessity of leaving the application of these 
principles to the discretion of the Government upom 
the spot, we feel that we have but little further to sug« 
" gest to you upon that part of the subject. 
~ 4. We observe with great: satisfaction the temperate 
‘and respectful conduct of the Society of Missionaries, 
_ in the discussions which took place on the subject bee 
” the publications to which your attention was directed, 
and of the measures which you felt yourselves called: 
upon to adopt; and we entirely approve of the permis« 
sion which you granted to: them of continuing their 

* press at Serampore. Their residence at that place would. 
probably be attended with “Httle additional ‘ineonveni+ 
€nce to your Government; and we conclude, moreover, 
that the British authority has long ago been established 
at the different Dariish settlements in India, We are 

~ well aware thatthe progfess of the Missionaries, botiy’ 
Catholic and Protestapf, for a long, period of years, has 
not been attended With injurious consequences: their. 
numbers haye“not been sufficient to excite alarm, andi 
their genera! conduct has been prudent and conciliatory ry 
and we have no’reason to suppose that the mere. circu~ 7 
lation, in a peaceable and unobtrusive manner, of trans~. 
lations of the Scriptures, is likely: to be attended with’ 
consequences dangerous to the public safety.- : 

5. The paramount power which we now possess in 
India, undoubtedly demands from us additional cau 
tion upon this subject. It imposes upon us the neces 
sity, as well as strengthens our obligation, to protecté 
the native inhabitants in the free and undisturbed pro-: 
fession of- their religious’ opinions, and to take--eare’ 
that they are neither harassed nor irritated by any: 
premature or over seniogs aha ie to p:conyers them to 
Christianity. ©» sie de SEE AEE oe, 
= “Lg : 3 
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» €. In conveying to you our approbation of the con- 
troul which you had determined to exercise with regard 
to such publications as might issue from the press of 
the Missionaries, we trust that it will be found not only 


_ salutary to the interests.of Government but even satis~ 


factory to the considerate part of the Missionaries them» 
telves. They must be aware that it is quite consistent 
with doing all justice to the excellency of the motives © 
on which they act, to apprehend that their zeal may 
sometimes require a check, and that it may be nsefal, 
and necessary to introduce the controul or superintends 
ance of Government 3 whose responsibility for the 
public tranquillity will force it to direct its views to, 
those political considerations which the ace of the 
Missionaries might overlook. « 

7. If, indeed, you had foreseen that the Missionaries. 
would have shewn that entire and ready submissiveness 
to Governnient which their conduct has manifested, 
we think you would have doubted of the expediency of 
holding, under the circumstances you have described, | 
a public proceeding upon their transactions; and we 
Would only suggest, that if on any future occasion any 
fresh precautionary measures should become indispen- 
sable, and the interference of Government be again re- 
quired, it would be desirabie, in the first instance at 


‘least, to see whether a private communication from the 


Governor General might not effect all that is desired, 
without bringing into view the instrumentality of Go- 
vernment. Its-authority cannot be seen actively to 
controul any of their proceedings, without exposing it 
to the mference of specially sanctioning and counte-~ 
nancing such publications and such conduct as it does 
‘not prevent, and thereby making the Government in 
some degree a party to the acts of the Missionaries, and 
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making the Missionaries appear in the character of the . 
agents of Government. - 
8. In adverting to your prohibition of the public 
‘preaching in Calcutta to the Hintloos and Mahome- 
dans; at the time «when we approve of this measure of 
precaution, we do not understand fou to object to the 
Missionaries decently performing, at their usual places _ 
of residence, the duties of their religion, in chapels or 
rooms, at which admittance may be given,to their con- 
verts or to other, Christians. We presume that the 
number of chaplains which we have appropriated for 
the performance of religious duties at Calcutta, js suffi 
cient for all the British or other inhabitants of shat 
place who comprehend the English language 5 but we 
do not recollect it to have been your intention to pre- 
clude other Christians there from hearing Divine service — 
performed in a language which they understand. ~ 
9. Having thus explained to you, as briefly as pos- 
sible, the principles on which we wish you to act with 
regard to the Missionaries, it remains for us only to ad- 
vert to your suggestion, that we should “ discoufage 
*¢ any accession to the number of Missionaries actually 
* employed under the protection of the British Govern- 
“ ment in india in the work of conversion.” You are 
of course aware,that many of the meritorious individuals 
who have devoted themselves to those labours, were 
not British subjects, or living under our authority; and 
that none of the Missionaries haye Pevcecded to Bengal 
-with our licence, . 
+ 10. Entertaining the sentiments which we have ex- 
‘pressed in the preceding parts of this dispatch, we are 
“very far from disapproving of your having refrained from 
resorting to the authority vested in you by law, and 
enforcing’ its provisions in all their strictness against the 
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Missionaries; and we rély on your discretion, that you. 
‘will abstain from all unnecessary or ostentatious inter- 
© ference with their proceedings. .On the other hand, it 
_ will be your bounden duty vigilanily to guard the pub- 
Tic tranquillity trom interruption, and to, impress upon 
the minds of all the inhabitants of India, that the Bri- 
_Aish faith, on which they rely for the free exercise of . 
their religion, wili be inviolably maintained. 





‘Bane of Letter from the Gout of Directors to ‘the 
.Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal, 
~ dated 7th September, 1808. _ ie ne 

"Baral i 19, Since the preceding ‘paragraphs were writ 
ten, your letter of the 7th December, 1807, to, the 
Secret Committee, has been received, with copies of 
the Letter and Memorial addressed to the Governor 
General by.the Reverend Dr. Claudius Buchanan. 

13. We desire to.express our entire satisfaction at the 
explanation which you have thought it necessary to give 
_ to your proceedings; and as most of the observations 
which would naturally have occurred to us on the pe-. 
susal of those documents have already been stated in 
this letter, we decm i it unnecessary to enlarge turther on 
this subject. og. j 

14, With every disposition to make due dildwancet in 
favour of ardent geal in the cause of Religion,it would 
shave been impossible for us to avoid noticing the im- ° 
proper style of Dr. Buchanan’s Address to the supreme 
Authority in India, if his subsequent departure from 
thence had not in some degree relieved us from that ne- 
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sessity. We shall content ourselves at present with 

remarking, that Dr. Buchanan, as well as all other Ec- 

clesiastics who promulgate the doctrines of Christianity. 

. in India, and who bestow such just and merited enco- 
miums on the ‘conduct of the Missionary Schwartz, 

" would do well to adopt it as the model of their own : 

and should always recollect that discretion and modera~ 
tion in their. language and actions are most consistent 
with the mild spirit of our religion, and are indispen- - 
sably requisite for those who are employed in progecut- 
ing the laborious work of conversion. ~-. 


(Taken from the East-India Papers, printed “by 
‘order of the House of Commens, No. No. M42, 
Pp Ta i4s and ps 85.} 


Sake. 
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‘LETTER from -General Hav M'Dowatt, Commander 
in Chief of the Forces under the Presidency of Fort St. 
George to the Governor and Couucil of that Presidency-; 
dated 24th ‘Nov, 1807, respecting the Mutiny at Vellore; 
with the proceedings of Government thereupon: :: (Ex- 
tracted from the East-India Papers, printed by order of 
the House of Commons, No. 194, pp. 40—12.) + 
Extract Fort St. George Military Consultesions, 
: 24th November 1807, 


Read the following Letter from the Commander in 
Chief, : 

The Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir, |. : 

IN obedience to the wish expressed by the Honour= 
table the Governor in Council, contained in the Military 
Secrecary’s letter of the 17th instant, I have the honour 
to convey my sentiments on the important subject. 

The plea of interference in religious scruples has 
been, during many ages, a dreadful weapon in the 
hands of the factions, discontented and bigoted; but - 
the emissaries who were said to be so assiduously em- 
ployed in ‘seducing the loyalty and affection of the 
‘Sepoys, have happily, under this pretext, made little 
progress in their insidious and malignant designs. , 

It may occasion some degree of surprize that the 
people of this country should be brought. to believe, 
that those who apparently conduct themselves with sa 
snuch apathy in respect to what concerns religious wore 
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‘ship, should have formed any serious scheme for con= 
‘verting whole nations of different casts and persuasions 
to the Christian faith. None but the weakest and most 
. superstitious could have been deluded by so improbable 
a tale; and accordipgly we find the rumour alluded to 
was by no means general, and, except at Hydrabad, it 
. had made little or no impression.:+ * a 
, © Tn making the above remark on the indifference ” 
which is manifested in the adoration of the Supreme 
Being, I must add, in justice to the military’ ¢haracters 
that it chiefly proceeds from a want of places (and, at 
several stations, of clergymen) exclusively appropriated 
for Divine service ; ‘and I trust I shall be excused if I 
suggest the propriety of having convenient chapels, of © 
moderate price, constructed in all situations within the 
Company’s territories where European troops are likely, 
to be quartered. Whatever may be urged to the con- 
trary, I am convinced, that such an improvement, in= 
dependent of the obvious advantages, would render the 
British character more respected by the natives, and be 
attended by no evil consequences, ~~ 
', Viewing the object of the Honourable Cont of Di- 
sectors to have been fully anticipated by the several or-' 
ders which have already been promulged, and being-of* 
opinion that this almost obsolete question ought not tor 
be revived, the discussion should here terminate pub- ° 
licly. I take the liberty, however, to propose to the 
Honourable the Governor in Council, that a copy of 
the extract from the dispatches of the Honourable Court. 
" “should be transmitted confidentially to General Officers” 
or others, in command of divisions or separate bodies 
of troops, that the judgment of the Court on this point 
May be disseminated with delicacy and caution, “ 


Madras, _I have the honour to be, &¢. &c."* 
phoreane k ~** (Signed). -HAY M‘DOWALL, 
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Resolved, That the recéitinendation of the Com- 
Faander in Chief, for the construction of Chapels at, 
* the several stations usually occupied by European troops, * 
be brought to the notice of the Honovrable the Court 
of Directors; and that im the mean time the Com-~ 
mander in Chief be desired to issue such directions-as 
he may deem most proper for ensuring the regular per- 
* formance of Divine worship at these stations, without” 
ineutsing expense in the construction or. hire of build- 
ings for that particular purposes ' 

Reso!ved, Trait the Commander jn Chief's opinion, 
Fespecting the inexpedieucy of publishing to the native 
army any further declaration en the subject of their re~ 
Jigion and customs, be contirmed; but that he be au- 
thorised, according to his suggestion, to communicate 
the sentiments expressed by the Honourable Court, re+ 
garding the native troops, in 3 confidential manner, to 
commanding Officers of corps “and stations, | 





wee Extract Military, Letter ‘from Fort Se. George, dated the 
: 24h December, 4807... 

- 46. Your Honourable :-Gourt peviiy particularly ad 
verted, in your, political dispatch of the 2gth May 
-3807, to the apprehension which was apposed to pre~ 
vail among the native troops, that it was intended by 
the British Government to.compcl them to become con- 

Yerts to Christianity, and having furnished.us with con- 
sditioha} instructions for counteracting that unfounded 
fear, by the forihal publicatios of certain Resolutions of 
2 different tendency, in the name and by-the order of 
your Honourable Court, we deemed it proper to furnish 
the Commander in Chief with copies of -the paragraphs 
containing. your sentiments and instructions on that - 
hag ee : 

froaie The _ general knowledge which we possessed of 







* 
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the present ‘state of the native army of Fort St. Georgy . 
induced as to believe that the publication eventually 
authorized by your Honourable Court, would, under 


- existing circumstances, be equally inexpedient and un= 


“necessary; -but considering the particular responsibility” 


which attaches to the Commander in Chief on every 

question relating to the fidelity and subordination of 
the army, it was thought proper that his opinion should ” 
be formally required on this point, and that he should 
be requested to state his sentiments fully for our cone 
sideration, hen ge tone ate Me tee 

. 48. We consider the Letter which we received from 
the Commander in Chief, in reply, to be highly cre- 


- ditable to that officer, and to deserve the particular. ate 


tention of ‘your Honourable Court. cots 
. 4g. The Commander in Chief has observed, that it 


“May occasion some degree of surprize that the people of 


’ this country should be brought to believe that persons, 


who apparently conduct themselves with so mach. 
apathy in respeet to religious worship, should have’ 
formed any serious scheme for converting whole nations 
.of diferent casts and persuasions to the Christian faith ; 
and Lieutenant General M‘Dowall is accordingly of 
‘opinion that the rumour was by no means general, and 
that, except at Hydrabad, i kad-made but little im- 
pression, 7 = te 
50. The Commander ia Chief has, at the same time, - 
fin justice to the military character, expressed his belief 
that the indifference manifested by the European inha- 
itants of India in the adoration of the Supreme Being 
chiefly proceeds from. the very limited number of 
clergymen and froma want of places exclusively 
appropriated for Divine service. He has therefore 
Buggested the propriety of constructing convenient 
chapels at a moderate. expense, af all stations where 
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Ewtopcan troops may: probably be quartered ; and, 
“whatever may be urged to the contrary, he has stated 
: this conviction that such an improvement, independent 
of its advantages in a religious view, would render the 
‘British character more respected -by the natives, and 
would not be attended by any evil consequences. -- 

- $1, With respect to the object of your Honourable 
Court, the Commander in Chief considers it to have 
been fully anticipated by the several orders already pub- 
fished under the authority of this Government; and being 
of opinion that this obsolete question ought not to be 
revived, he has recommended that the public discussion 


~ of it should be immediately terminated. It has howe" 


ever been suggested by Lieutenant General M‘Dowal!, 
ihat extracts from the dispatch of your Honourable 
Court should be transmitted confidentially to com- 
manding officers; that the judgment of your Honour= 
able Guurt, on this. point, may be dissemipated with 
delicacy and caution. : x Ae? 
' > ga, Entirely concurring in the sentiments expressed 
by the Commander in Chief, we have desired him to 
circulate your orders in the manner which he may 
deem most adviseable; and with respect to his suggestion 
for the general construction of chapels at the principal 
stations cf the army, we beg that you will furnish us 
with early directions on that subject. In the mean 
time, Lieutenant General M‘Dowall has been requested 
‘to issue such orders as. may appear to be best calculated 
to ensure the regular performance of Divine worship, 
-without incurring expense in the construction or hire 


of buildings for that particular purpose. © eS 
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, MINUTE of Grorcx Upny, Esq. Member of the Su 

preme Council in Bengal, protesting against « super. 

“intending” the Idol Juggernaut, ag tending to perpe- 

“tuate a system of gross idolatry :” Extracted from the 

Bengal Judicial Consultations of 3d April, 1806. (Taken 

from the East-India Papers, printed by Order of the 
” House of Commons, No. 194, p.41.) 


TI APPROVE of the following Regulations, with the 
exception of those’ parts of it which provide for ‘the 
superintendance and management of the temple at 
Juggernauth, and the payment of its officers, 

The making provision by law for such purposes, it 
appears to me, would operate to sanction, and tend to 
Perpetuate, a system of gross idolatry, which Govern- 
ment is neither bound nor does it seem becoming in it 
to do, ’ 

T would leave the temple and its whole economy ex. 
clusively to the direction and ianagement of its own 
officers, allowing them to collect the regular established 
fees they have hitherto been accustomed to do, securing 
the pilgrims at the same time against.every thing of a 
vexatious nature from the extortion and oppression of 
those officers, ; 

Tf the revenue with which the temple is endowed be 
insufficient for its support, I would reduce the rate of 
tax proposed to be leyied from the pilgrims, relinquish- 
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ing the temiinder to be applied to that purpose, in 
order that Government should have no direct concern. 
of any kind in what relates to the maintenance of the 
or the payment of its officers, but appro- 


Temple, 
he whole of the tax levied 


priate solely to its own use tl 
_ from the pilgrims by its officers. 


(Signed) G.U... 
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LETTER from Cuartes BuuLer, Esq. M.P. to thé 
’ Honourable the Court of Directors, respecting the Idol 
« Juggernaut, dated the 19th May, 1813, (laid on the table 

of the House of Commons, and ordered to be printed, 
» 24th May, 1813.) . 


To the Court of Directors of the Honourable East-lndia 
‘ : Company. : : : 
Honourable Sirs, - _* 
. CONSIDERING the very exagyerated and unfound- 
¢d opinions which appear to be entertained in England, 
in regard to the conduct of the Bengal Government at 
Jaghanath, and in respect to the atrocitics said to be: 
" practised there ;:it has been suggested to me, as I was 
so long on the spot, and as 1 had so much to do in, 
framing the existing regulations relative to the tax le- 
vied from the pilgrims, that { shuuld take an opporta= 
nity of giving such information as night place the mat- 
ter in its proper point of view. The best mode, theres 
fore, which presents itself to mie of communicating the 
‘information E possess, ig to address myself ta your 
Honourabie Court. : ea 6b « os 
The object I have in view is, to correct the erroneous 
opinions which seem to prevail in regard to the conduct 
of our Government, with reference to the temple, and 
to remove the exaggerated ideas entertained in respect to 
the atrocities said io be practised there. ‘ 
With respect to.the first point, as far as I ean recol- 
lect, it seems to be supposed. that our Governmentiat: 
Bengal is busied in the controui and regulation of Hin- 
doo worship ; and that. it is actively employed in the 
encouragement of idolatry, for the purpose of reverrue. 
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Your Honourable Court must be fully aware show str- 
iously the regulations have guarded against commit- 
_ting the Government in any way whatever, respecting 
questions which might arise relative to the interior con~ 
.gerns of the temple. The clauses which refer to the 
power reserved by Government of removing the Patron 
of the Temple, and to the permission given to the head - . 
' “ministerial officers to remonstrate against any orders 
issued by the Patron, afford the only possible oppor- 
“tunity for Government to interfere in regard to the in- 
terior. . But considering the vast power’ vested in the 
.Patron, and the means which he has of extensive ope 
“pression and extortion, I considered. those powers to be 
essentially necessary; and although I am perfectly sen 
~ sible that they never will be exercised, except in an ex- 
_ treme case, yet the result of my subsequent experience at 
the Board of Revenue has tended to shew, ,that it was 
“prudent to adopt the clauses in question, ©... s - 
With regard to the encouragement of idolstry, most. - 
assuredly nothing of the kind occurs on the part of 
, Government ; unless, indeed, it be supposed that the Ji- 
beral wish to protect and secure its native subjects in the: 
" due exercise of their religious as well as civit liberties. 
"be pronounced to be an encouragement of idolatry... If: 
_an anxious desire, on the part of Government, to re- 
move all unlawful impediments and obstacles from out 
‘of the way of the Hindoos worshipping with ease and: 
convenience to themselves, be construed into an en-: 
couragement of idolatry, in that case, I apprehend the: 
Bengal Government must plead guilty to the charge. 
With regard to the revenue, that seems to me to be 
@ question which bas been considerably misunderstood 
. for, from the mode in which I have heard gentlemen‘ 
express themselves with reference to that point, they? 
appear to consider this reyenue to be taken as.a price: 
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“for the permission of idolatry, and consequently they 
#eem to think, that if the Government would consent to 
give up the revenue, the idolatry would of course cease. 
Surely nothing can be.more-erroneous than the above 
-opinion 3 -for I suppose no one would venture to say, 
-that the tuling power in Himdostan, whatever its teli- 
gion “may be, should interfere to prevent the Hindoos ; 
from having access to their own temples, If, then, 
-you allow access to the temple at Jaghanath, such aé- 
cess must be subjected to restraint and reguiation.;:and 
I know not a more powerful means of restraint and 
-tegulation than is afforded by the tax. IL can speak 
from my own knowledge of thé fact, that the imposi- 
“tion of the tax, so far from operating as an encourages 
ment to persons to resort there, has had a direct cone 
-trary tendency ; ‘for during the time that access was 
‘allowed without the ‘tax, the throng of peaple at the 
place was so great, and such a considerable number of 
‘the poorer ciasses took that opportunity of visiting the 
temple, that I was informed thst several persons: pe~ 
ished from actual want of subsistence.: The scenes on 
the road were, I am told, truly shocking ; but since the 
‘tax has been continued, the numbers of: the pilgrims, 
particularly of the lower classes, have considerably di+ 
minished. I have passed several times’ backwards and 
forwards between Cattach and Jaghanath (and that too, 
just previous to the Ruth Jattrah, or festival of the 
Charist) without seeing many objects of wretchedness. 
I certainly have seen two or three poor wretched ob- 
jects, - exhausted by ,their. Jong journey, and almost 
starving. . But this is.n@- very great matter of surprise, 
when it is recollected that the pilgrims come from afl. 
parts of Hindostan, from upwards of 1,600- miles dis- 
“tance; and that.a large proportion. .of these consist 
of the old and intirai, whe come. for the .exptess purr 
M n 
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‘pose of laying their bones within the precincts of the - 
city. It seems to me that the question of revenue lies 
_avithin a very small compass. If it be thought that it is 
duconsiscent-with. our religion to permit the Hindoos 
_to resort to-tbeir temples, the tax ip that case is obvie 
ously improper; but if it. be the duty of our Govern- 
iqnent to allow its native subjects to worship according _ 
fo theif own ideas, 1 should. regret to see the tax 
“abolished, as the abolition of it would render it difficult 
ito restrain and regulate the numerous bodies of pilgrims 
‘who resort to the place ; and it would, in all probabi- ~ 
Aity, be the cause cf the revival of thase horrid scenes 
of distress which were before experienced, when the tax 
_was discontinued, and of which the traces are still to be 
__ -met with’ in the numerous human bones on the road. 
al have heard it observed, that the tax in question is 
ssomething similar to a tax upon gambiing houses, or 
sother houses of il] fame‘ but surely there is a.most 
cessential difference between the two.cases. The objec- 
‘tion tq the former 1 understand to be this—that the 
staxatign amounts virtually to a licence of that which is, 
jn ts nature, immoral ; but in this case, T do not un- 
derstand there is any question whether the Government 
“js to allow: its subjects access to. their own temples : 
Government must admit the access, whether it takes 
atax or not: » Under: that circumstance, therefore, 1 
cannot see what possible objection there is-to-the con~ 
tinuance of an established tax of this nature, parti- 
culatly when if is taken inte consideration what large 
peasion$ in land and money are allowed by our Govern- 
ment im all parts of the country, for keeping up the.re- 
ligious institutions both of the Hindoos and the Mus- 
gpbnans. 28g So ee Nah ge Se shay ee 
-. Jm-respect to-the atrocities said to be practised at the 
place,.they-refer to_ the immolations under the wheels 


APRERDIX. Ase 
sof the car on which the idol is. carried." That sueh 


_ . things ovcur, there can be no doubt ; but certainly not 


-to the extent, nor exactly from the same motive, as 
“seems to be supposed by many in England. It would 
appear to be a prevailing opinion, that theae im- 


-gnolations are. of frequent occurrence 5 that they.are 


va duty prescribed to the Hindoos by their religion ; 
cand, consequently, “that such duty is often carried 
nto performance. Whether it be a duty or not, -F 
fanvot positively say; but I believe it to he no part of 
their religion, and that, in point of fact, it. is no more 
a duty prescribed to the Hindoos,. than. it was a duty 
prescribed to the Christian Ascetica to live in the 
ustere and curious modes in which many of them fore 
merly did, in the early ages of Christianity, Indeed, , 
he infrequency of the act is the, fullest proof, I con- 
“ceive, that it is not an act of duty prescribed to any 
“sect of Hindgos whatever. -{ was at Jaghanath during 
the whole of the Ruth Jattrah (in 1899 4 think it was), 
-and T heard but of one iastance of an immolatien under . 
, the wheels of the car. I should not suppose it possible 
-$hat another instance could have happened during that 
festival, without my hearing of it. But supposing, 
instead of one, there were ten times the number, what 
would it amount to?—that out ef @ population “af 
nearly two hundred miliions, (for { suppose the whole 
- ef the Hindoo population, as far as Cabul, to be not 
mach short of two hundred millions), there-are to he 
found ten fanatics, fools and madmer; enough to come 
- mit such an act at Jaghanath.. BA, Bes ecaele eh ae 
| There is another maiter to he ‘mentioned, but of 
-which I was totally ignorant til very lately, when it was 
particularly pointed out to me, in order that J might say : 
whether it were correct or otherwise. 1 allude to the 
Sitcumstances of the indecengy said to be exbibjied - 
Can ~ "ME 5 
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On the car of the idol.” On that point’ my attention wad. 
directed toa publication by thé Rev. Dr. Claudiug 
Buchanan, who speaks of a prigst having pronounced 
Certain obscene stanzas in the eats ofthe people, and 
of certain indecent gestures exhibiteéby a boy and priest 
Sn the car, With respect'to the songs, how the authot 
tame to know what the priest was repeating, he does 
fot. state. J do not mean ta doubt the fact ; but ¥ 
do think, if the procession was any thing at all like 
that which } saw, there is no room to suppose that the 
‘author's ears, even if he did understand the language, 
could have been shocked by his actually hearing the 
songs. To give some idéa of the thing to gentle- 
men in England, I would beg them to represent to 
‘themselves the ‘car in progress between Charing Crosg 
and Parliament Street, the whole of the way as crowded 
_ aa“posaible with people, clapping their hands, talking, 
‘shouting, and merry-making ; and can it be conceived, 
ahat- in such a noise a person’ could have his ears 
shocked by: hearing what the ptiest was repeating, 
when, owing to the distanee of the “platform on - 
awhich he stands, one could not by’any endeavours get 
ewvithin ten yards of him. Iam sure I could not hear 
‘any thing which was said; and during the whole of the 
‘time I-was present, the noise was incessant, without i= * 
“termission; and according to the nature oF things ¥ 
‘conceive it must be go, in a crowd of about one hundred. : 
thousand. Upon this point, however, if I can rely 
upon the. information I have received, the songs in 
“question are denominated by the fatives Cubbee, & 
. *spseies of song not very unlike that which is admitted 
‘into our own sacred writings. Ours, J imagine, are not 
at present read in any part of our service ; but who» 
evet knows any thing of the- Hindoos, must be awate 
“that their. veneration for antiquity will not allow them, 
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to depart from any thing which has once formed a pare ~ 
of their ceremonies, With respect to the indecent ges-. 
tures. said to have been exhibited on the car, all I can 
Say is, that if such things are done, I never saw them, - 
and what is more, I never heard of them till I came to 
England. To give you an irrefragable proof of what-I 
have asserted relative to my ignorance, and to the - 
ignorance of the other gentlemen on the spot, of any 
thing of the aattie alleged ever happening, I need 
only mention that I believe there was not a single lady 
at the station who did not accompany her husband to 
see the. procession., Had we had the slightest surmise. 
‘of that which is asserted to be a fact, most unquestion- 

» ably those ladies would not have been there. But I do 
most solemnly declare, that I never did hear the most 
distant hint of any thing indecent’ having been seen, on, 

--6f any thing’ in the slightest degree rescrabling inde« 
cency, With regard to the temple, there certainly 
are indecent figures. on ity but certainly. not -more than 
what we see every day in representations 6f ancient 
sculpture. Indeed they are so badly done, that I do dea : 
clare, that if they had not been pointed out to me, I 

- Should never have known that they were there. 

Tt has been suggested, that I should say something 
more about the charge which has“ béen made against 
our Government, for not interfering to ptt a stop to 
the immolations. If f had been asked before Mr. Gra- 
ham gave his evidence before the House of Commons, 
I should have said, that I did not knoW that the Gos 
vernment had interfered at all. I never heard of its and 
48 it appears to meso utterly impossible for the Govern« 

» ment to interfere with effect, I should have supposed 

they never had attempted it. I have said before, that I 

understand that it is no part of a duty prescribed to any 

sect of Hindoos, to deyote themselves under the wheels 
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of the eat. I believe, from every” ‘thing I have heard 
that the Brahmins havé no concérn et all in enconrag+ 
ing the fanatie to destroy himselfs and that, in point of 
fact, they are as ignorant of any one’s having the inten= 
tion of devoting himself as we are here. i never heard 
~that there are any previous: ablations or purifications, 
which are usual when the priests interfere on such mo- 
” mentous occasions: How then can the Government ~ 
inteffere?. The man, -I believe, does not communicate: 
his intention ; and I think. it fiot at all unlikely that he- 
himself does not intend it, till a little before he throws 
himself under the wheels, As for preventing it at the 
“spot, it is utterly: impossible.” “fn such & crowd no one 
knows.what his next neighbour is abouts -In short, it: 
appears to me, that people may With as much justice : 
censure our Government at home; for not preventing’ 
_ suicide in the vaticty of ways in which we ate informed 
itis practised, as. they may the Government abroad, for 
‘ot ‘preventing the immolations in question. ; 


J Thave iis honour to be, ? 
Maat : ’ Honourable Sirs, 
¥ our mort obedient uae. é 


in “, (Signed) 











BULLER. 


: chen don, _ May, 4823, 


, 
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No. VI. 


©The Forerunner of the Holy Bible :” being a—translation, 
* of a—Tract im the Bengalee Language, printed’ by the’ 

Missionaries ; which the Bengal Government transmitted’ 
‘* to the Court of Directors (marked B), as being, in their 
*: Jndgment, ‘calculated fo inflame the prejudices of the 
 Hindoos, (Extracted from the East- India Papers, printed 

ey order of the House of Constons, Nee 142, » PP» 65, 66 ? 

_ HEAR, o worldly’ neal hear ‘wis an attentive inind, 
how you may obtain salvation from terrible hell,” None- 
of you seek for that:.-your thoughts are constantly em 
ployed about money, about all these-trifles, and this 
world.: every one of you is- incessantly contemplating _ 
“this world. All these things will be necessary but fora 
short time : after death you will by no means have pro- 
pertys: “Know all of you, that an being born you must 
die, and that after death you must either go to heaven 
or to hell; and without remission of.sias you cannot 
go ta heaven ; with downcast countenance you will be 
cast into awful hel. What is hell like, or what sort 


the torments in it? Be informed: no‘one of you thinks . 


of making: himself acquainted with that. Insuflerable - 
hell is filled with everlasting: fire, which will never be 

extinguished, On falling therein, brethren, there is no” ~ 
further. preservation: the end of eternity is a beginning 
to it Ye. are : afraid, but afterwards fall into this awfo! 
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hell,” Beware, beware of this inextinguishable fires 
make Christ your asylum: take an asylum; for without 
that, no one of you will obtain salvation. Both Hin 
doos and Mussulmans have many sasters, the object 
whereof we have strictly examined. and there is no 
work of true redemption among them: they are sastera 
for the amusement of children: they are like tales. 
In the Hindoo sasters there is an account of ten in-’ 
¢arnations. Let me plainly state them, and listen. In 
the first place, thete was Narravn in the form of a fish, 
for the protection of Sateebroto. fi Wehat ae dae 
The second was 2 tortoise, for the support of the | 
earth; the third a boar, to lift it up: the fourth was ~ 
“the‘man lion, to destroy the demons: in the fifth, the 
dwarf took Bali to hell; in the sixth, Parrusram des- 
troyed the Khitrees; in the seventh, Ramchunder 
Killed Kabon; in the eighth, Christna killed Cangra 3, 
and-in the ninth, Buddha manifested the Buddhites,’ 
And if the story of the nine incarnations: be true, still 
there is no redeemer. What will you do? how will you 
be redeemed from sin?—But we will point out a 
“ yemedy. | : iow Pb bee Seal: 
.- We formerly had a similar sastra ; but when we ob«. - 
tained the Great Sastra, we renounced that. Allow us 
to give you some information concerning. it. -1f you , . 
be desirous of a remedy, attend and hear. oe ae 
“At that time, when the Almighty had finished the - 
“creation, he gave a’mighty order to all men. He gave 
an account of heaven. and hell. He pointed out thé 
distinction between right and wrong.. “ Hear all of 
«you my infallible order. What I say, ‘I will do: that 
“is certain. Uf any be pure and practise holiness, I 
* will give them matchless glory in heaven ; but if any 
* de sin, I will certainly cast him into eternal fire” 


sa 
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This is the primary order of God; after which man: : 
Kind became wicked, and God knew it, bat there wag ~ 


:, 20 redemption, end He ordered that some remédy © 


‘should be provided. Through his ‘mercy there was 2 
provision for the redemption of sinners... Tf any person 


“should assume birth on earth, and take upon himself the 


torment of sinners, those sinncfs who sincerely believe int 
him-should be redeemed : and therewas an incarnation 


" of Jesu, the protector of the unprotected, full of the 


splendour of God, having been separated from his 
body in a column of splendour before him.’ He said, 
«7 will take birth on earth, and siffer all the torment 
“ of sins. on my body.. Whatever sinners take refuge 
“ under my protection; you will grant them salvation.” - 


. , God said, © Yes, this is my promise,’ I will redeem: 


“ them. { Mortals are under thy Protection.” After. 
which, the Lord was conceived in the countty of Judea, 
according te prophecy; in the womb’ of a Womatte 
During -his ife on earthy be took the tame of Jesus 
Christ, and he performed many miracles: in various 
Places. The blind received sight; tie Sead life. “He 
did many such miracles, he was ‘so great. -And he - 
fulfilled the sayings of the Prophets, and was killed by. 
the hands of the people of his owt nation, and gave up: 
his life under varibus -kinds Of torment; and afier 
three days he arose again: and because he suffered tor- 
ment in his body for sins, therefore he was denominated. 
Saviour of Sinners, es0 et eet 
- Christ did-not die like people in gene 


ralt he suffered |. - 
much torment, and died miraculously, 20 1 407° © 
*- When he took upon himself-to suffer for ws, his 
torment was intolerable. Amidst these sufferings, he .. 
called out and said, « O God! why hast thou forsaken 
me, and left. me in the hands of sinners?”.. And 


é , 


<<" 
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” t 
they spit upon him, vexed him and mocked bim, and 
put acrown of thorns upon bis head, and fixed his 
feet and hands upon a cross with nails; and, when they 
had inflicted severe punishment upon bim, they killed 
‘him. They pierced his breast with sails, and exhausted 
. him; and when he shed his blood, they. caused him to 
-drink vinegar mixed with galls; and having tormented 
- him in this manner, they killed him, They fastened 
two thieves, ‘one on his right hand and one on his left 3 
and when they,had disgraced ‘tim in this manner, they 
_ killed him, In this manner died the Saviour of the 
World. On his own body he suffered. the torment of 
sinners 3 and it was requisite for him to do so: without 
‘that, God. would not have. redeemed mankind. “He 
paid the ransom of all sinners; -and according to the: 
security which he gavey so it came to pass. His death 
was the preservation of our life: his sufferings were the 
_ source of joy to the whole of us. The sufferings of 
Jesus Christ atoned to God for the torment of eternal 
hell fire. God accepted of all that, and’ the faith of 
Jesus Christ, for the sake of sinners. He accepted of 
the death of Jesus Christ, in exchange for the eternal 
death of sinners. As righteousness was the garment 


? 


of Jesus Christ, so let us make faith in him our vesture. 


* We go before God after death. Can you go in the 
presence of God? - You cannot go before God by 
taking the name of Ram Chrishn Sheeb, or any other 
deity, seeing all those- sinners was an abomination to 
the Lord. « They will suffer eternal torment in awful 
hell; but it is a great consolation to his mind to. hear 
of the works and name of Christ, «2 et wo fea! 

~ "Christ is now with God, for the redemption of sina 

pers who worship him. Those who die worshippers of 

him, on earth, be cheerfully takes to the mansion of 


% 
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Heaven. ° Hear, hear, O people! hear my wordy A 
copious work on this subject, named the Gospel, was 
first in: the Hebrew and Greek: from these, the 
English made x translation of it; but not they alone; — 
various other nations made a translation of this great 
and principal Sastra. The French, Dutch, Germans, 
Danes, Armenians, and various others, copied it. Ig 
Went to America and Altica, and all other countries, 
and to all the Principal islands, This holy book went 
to all these countries, amd even in Malabar it was trangs 
lated into Hindee. Whoever obtained’ this holy book 
fenounced all previous. sastras, and espoused it, It 
has now been translated into the. Bengally language, 
and printed. Any one who wishes to hear this work, 
may come to Serampore, and we will read it to him. 


Printed at Serampote, 1806—1213, 
ss Mos ‘(A true Copy.) - aye 


(Signed) aM. B. Edmonstone, el Ot 
“Secretary to Governments; 
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MEMORIAL, addressed by the Baptist Missiowanres td 
+ the Right Honourable GILBERT Lord Minto, Governor 
* General of India, praying thet the Bengal Government 


~zwould spare their Mission. Dated Mission-House, Se- 


“qampore, 80th: September, 1807. (Extracted fron the 


<:East-India Papers, ‘printed by order of the House of 


, Commons, No. 142, pp. 6-61.) 


to the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor General 
. ‘ of India, &c. fe. Fe. 
My bord, ; ° 
+ 


+4, THE Society of Missionaries residing at Seram~ 
pore entreat permission to lay before your Lordship, 
with the greatest submission, a full and undisguised 
atatement of their situation, circumstances, and views ; 


humbly casting themselves on yourLordship’s clemency; « 


and imploring such relief as your Lordship’s candour, 
and wisdom, and attachment to the Protestant Religion 
mnay suggest. 

2. Your Lordship’s Memorialists beg permission 
humbly to represent, thatin the year 1792 4 number 
of ministers and others of the Baptist Denomination, 
reflecting on the blessings they enjoyed through the 
Christian Revelation, and feeling it their indispensable 


duty to attempt imparting the same to the heathen, | 


_ formed themselves into a voluntary society, by the name 


"* of the Baptist Missionary Society 3 and that your Lord- 


ship’s Memorialists, influenced by the same views, by 
the advice of this society, engaged in a mission to 
India. ; 8 : 


APPLRDIE, TS 


Beg They entreat Permission further to stitte: that Ge’ 


* “OF your Lordship's Memorialists and his friend, since 
dead, landed at Calcutta in the year 1793; who being 
-80on after entrusted, by a gentleman high in the service, 


with the ‘care of two indigo works it the district of - 


7 Dinagepare, Began to learn the Bengalce language, 
‘translate the ‘Scriptures, and dispense Christian in- 
struction to the natives of that and the neighbouring, 
districts: and although this was continued for six years, 
nothing appeared on the part of the Ratives but the 
highest satisfaction. © OES ged haere y os 

"4 That the Right Honourablé Lord Teigamotik, 

“being then Governor General of India, was pleased'to 
“grant these two Missionaries the covenants of that 
‘ time granted to British Subjects in India > >. ; 
* ~ 5, They entreat Pstthission “further-tanibly"te je. 
‘present, ‘that ‘in the year 1799, four other Missiqnaries 
‘arriving at Serampore were invited ‘by his Excellency 
* Colonel Bie, late Governor of Serainpore, to settle in 
“that colony, Open an Européan school, set up their 
“printing press, and instruct the natives of that set- 
tlement in Christianity, under. the patronage of his 
“Danish Majesty; and that your Lordship’s. Memo. 

“rialists felt it theif duty to accept his Excellency’s in- 
“yitation: is hime, ha aa g 

So 6 That in’ conséqtience ofa Tepresentation made by 
‘his Excellency Colonel Bie, his’ Danish Majesty was 
“pleased to direct the Royal College of Commerce at 
Copenhagen, to signify his pleasure to the Governor of 
*Serampore, that the’ Sotiety of Missionaries be con- 
‘sidered ‘ae under his Majesty’s protection and patronage, 
“which ‘they accordingly signified by a letter bearing 
late September Sth, 1801, By ae 
*-%. That, thus encouraged by the Danish Govern-, 
ment, your Lordship’s Memorialists proceeded to print 

- the Scriptures’ in the Bengalee language ; _and, by 
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preaching and diffusing religious tracts, “to instruct the 
native inhabitants of that settlement in the Christian | 
religions and that his.Excellency the: Jate. Colonel Bie 
was pleased, at the baptism of the first Hindoo convert, 
to honour the Missionaries with hig presences 
g. That, after the Scriptures were published, many, 
came to Serampore from different parts of the country 
to request copies, and to seek Christian instruction 5 
- and that a considerable number, at different times, have 
received Christian baptism. + ‘ : ote 
+g. That of those who thus came fromi a distance, 
some enireated your Lordship’s Memonialists. to accom - 
pany them to their respective homes, for the sake of 
instructing their neighbours and friends, who, though 
equally desirous of Christian instruction, were unable 
to take. #9 long a jouruey: : that in several instances . 
they complied with these invitations, and invariably 
found these excursions attended with perfect quietness 
.as well as. safety to their own persons, although they 
appeared simply as Christian ieachers; and the people 
whom they thug visited were in several instances Ma- 
homedans. et, ee ee 
_¢ 10, Your Lordship’s Memorialists entreat permission 
farther to: represent, that on occasion of the printing 
presses at Calcutta being placed under the controul of 
Government, the Most Noble the Marquis Wellesley 
divas pleased to inquire respecting the press at Seram- 
ere; but on being informed that (official papers for 
the Danish Government excepted) the Missionaries 
confined its operations to printing the Scriptures and 
“Teligious tracts, and. made it an invariable rule to print 
“nothing of a political nature, his Lordship was pleased 
\ “to express his satisfaction “at the press of Serampore 
being thus-employed.. ; - oe 


“1L.-That his Lordship was pleased soon after 10 


pocept a LORY of the New ’ Testament, translated by the - - 


’ mney 
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Missionaries into the Bengalce language, and to express 
his approbation of the undertaking, . oe Say 
. 12 That, in 1801, his Lordship was Pleased 1 
appoint one of your Lordship’s Memorialisis teacher © 
of the Bengalee and Sangskrit languages in the College 
of Fort William. : ; : 
* 43. That his Lordship was pleased soon after to direct 
‘the Missionaries to Prepare and print the Psalms of 
David, and the Book of Isaiah, as a élass-book in the 
Bengalec language, for the use of the College,» 0 °* 
~-14. That on a subsequent occasion, his Lordship 
was pleased -to-assure one of your Lordship’s Me- 
morialists, that he was perfectly acquainted with all 
the concerns and Sperations of the Missionaries at 
. Serampore, and felt great satisfaction at their affairs 
- being attended with such a degree of. success, + 4 
> 15s They entreat- pérmission also to represent, that 
in the year. 1803 a copy of the New Testament, and 
the Pentateuch, ia the Bengalee language, were pre- 
sented to his Majesty by R. Bowyer, Esq. of Pall Mail; 
and that his Majesty.was pleased graciously to accept 
them, and to direct that his Majesty’s thanks be given 
to the Baptist Missionary Society, belt neg! lies 
'.16.:They humbly beg leave further to represent, that . 
early in the year 1804, reflecting on the situation of 
the different countries around, as destitute of the Holy 
Scriptures, your ‘Lordship’s Memorialists felt it-theie 
duty to request the assistance of the public in Europe, - 
in the work of translating and publishing the Scriptures 
in the languages of India: :. +. esisat alt he 
"\ 1%, That in the year 1805, a letter was received from 
‘the British and Foreign Bible Society, of which the. 
Right Honourable Lord Teignmouth. is President, and. 
. ‘he Bishops of London, Durham, Exeter, and St 
David's, the Right Honourable Lord Radstock, Admiral 
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‘Gambier, Sir W. Pepperell, William Wiiberforce, ‘and 
Charles Grant, Fsq. Vice Presidents 5 the following ex= — 
tract from which, they humbly entreat permission to 
‘submit to your Lordship. EE aS Aa Es 


: ck «6 London, July 23, 1804... 

« Resolved,—That George Uday, Esq. the Reverend 
“© David Brown, the Reverend Claudius Buchanan, and 
6¢ Messrs. Carey, Ward, and Marshman, be requested 
to form a‘Committee, and to correspond with the 
«© Saciety reapecting the best means of promoting the 
€ objects of this Institution, with regard to the Kastcra 
se Languages.” j : mT eg 

et Signed) ©.» John Owen, 
; : ns .-, Secretary. 
- ya, That in the year 1806, your Lordship’s Memo- 
wialists published a Memoir, in India, relative to the 
translations of the Scriptures, of which copies were 
transmitted to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
the Right Honourable the President of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the Right Reverend the Bishops, 
the Universities in Britain, and a number of publi¢ 
bodies and private gentlemen. Th 2 aes a 
: 1g. That in consequence of this Memoir, a consi+ 
derable sum was subscribed by gentlemen at this Presis 
dency to carry forward the work ; and that subscriptions 
have been received on the same account from England” 
and Scotland, and also from the United States of 
America. Betis : , : : 

20. Thus have your Lordship’s Meimorialists; humbly 
telying on your Lordship’s clemency, laid open, in the 
most unreserved manner, the whole of their circum> 
stances. Conscious of no evil design, they have never 
altempted concealment, but have year by year laid thre 
whole of their conduct before the public, both in’ ” 
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: Butain and India. And they entreat permission further 
hambly to state, that in the course of their missionary 
fabours, they have baptized upwards of a hundred 
Natives, including Hindoos and Massulmans: of these, 
the first ten were inhabitants of Serampore, and the 
Fest: such as came -from different parts of the country 
secking Christian instruction. Among these, twelve 
were Brahmins, sixteen of the Writer cast, and dive 
Mussulmans. Your Lordship’s Memorialists . entreat 
permission to add, that neither the baptism of. the 
Brahmins nor Mussulmans created any kind of alarm, 
although the circumstances attending them were per- 
fectly well known to @ grest distance around...» 

#1, Your Lordship’s, Memarialists humbly entieat 
permission further to represent, that in thas affording 
Christian instruction to natives, they were’ perfeatiy 
unconscigus ef acting contrary to the declared will of 
the British Nation and Legislature, or to the existing 
Tegulations of the Honourable Company. Conscious 
of the salutary effects of renovating the mind and re- 
guiating the passions, ibey wished to impart the bless- 
ing to their Hindoo fellow-subjects ; happy in the idea 

' that in every real convert they were securing to their 
country a friend, a subject obeying from new principles, 
and cordially attached to the British Nation by new and 
inviolable ties. . ty ots De Ae, J 

22. They entreat permission further to represent, that, 
though perfectly acquainted with, and highly revering, 
the principles which induced the Britich Legislature ta 
guarantee to their Indian Subjects the full and undis- 
furbed possession’ of their different religious opinions, 
your Lordship’s Memorialists were perfectly uncon. 
acious of violating those Principles, inasmuch as the 

Most solemn engagements of this nature in Britain are 
Rever supposed to preclude religious discussion ;" and 

W 


A gy, 
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from the jiberal-and- generous nature-of the Protestant 
religion; they: were.Jcd to imagine that ’a Protestant 
nation, while utterly averse to cocrcion, ‘could-net bat 
wish their Hindvo subjects might, in ‘some pradeat and 
* eafo method, reccive Christian. imstruction. md 
“93, They humoly entreat permission further: to ‘states 
* that this stpposition was strengthened by perusing in 
Russell’s Gollection*of Statutes concerning the In- 
corporation, Trade, and Commerce of the East-India 
Company, printed at London, in 1786, and. dedicated: 
to the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, an abridg- 
ment of the Charters of Incorporation granted to the 
several East-India “Companies;. which abridgment, 
ainong others, contains am abstract of the Charter 
granted to the ‘Honourable Company hy his Majesty 
King William the Third, ‘and bearing date- Septembet . 
6th, 1698+..im which it is stipulated, page xx. of the 
. abridgment, that.“ the ministers of the Honourablé 
« Company are to. learn: the’ Portuguese and Hindod 
& languages, to enable them to instruct the Gentoosp 
Sc. in.the Christian religion, 8:c.”” Bop 
i; 24. Your Lordships. Memorialists’ humbly acknows 
Jedge to your.Lordship, that the conduct of other Prod 
. testant nations. towards theit Indian subjects, has alsd 
tended to confirm them in this supposition, particularly - 
hat of the United States of Holland, who, while they 
allowed their Cingalese, Maiabar, and Malay subjects, 
“the free exercise of their different religions, at the pubs 
ie expense tra%slated the sacred Scriptures ‘into: the 
former ‘and latter. of these languages, and’ employed 
Missionaries and Catechisig to instruct the natives in 
‘the Christian religion; from-which conduct your Lords 
sghip’s Memorialists- have never beard: that in one single 
instance any, alarm or -disturbanee” arose, but "that, dit 
the Contrary, these converted natives were often of the 
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26. ‘ail de ous” caine OF his hates 
George’ the’ First by ino “means” —— 
ideas : for, in additic to the eheourage i ry 
these” Missionaries “by his 
pleased to cevtw tht two aha mi tie et 
bearing date August 93d, 1717, Ins Majesty was pleased 
to express his satisfaction at the’ sudeess of their tab, 

nd em of the contiiuance “Of his. royal 
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“of ther mission would be acceptable, and to { pray 
& that they might be assisted in this good work, that 
At its ner rpetuity. might - not fail in generations to 
come? : 
27. Your ‘Lordship’s Memori sts " punitty: entteag 
ermission further to represent, that the conduct of the 
Fronourable Company towards the Missionary Swartz, 
lately deceased, has. tended to convince them, that} ip 
‘Bttempting to afford Christian instruction to’ the Hing 
dos, they were not acting contrary to the will of the 








* “Honourable Company. In confirmation of this ides, 


they entreat permission to refer to the cenotaph which 
the Honourable Company has been pleased to erect at 
Madras to the memory of this Missionary, directing 


"That the inecrijtion be translated into the different 


Oo cee 


Janguages of the country, that the natives may under- 
stand the sense’ they entertair of his transcendant 
‘nerit in abstracting himself from temporal views, 
* and for a period of fifly years going about doing 
-¥ good,’*-in the chatacter of a Christian Missionary. , 

a8. Your Lordship’ 's Memorialists most humbly ens 
treat permission to appeal to your Lordship, whether 
their circumstances ‘and employment, in translating 
the Scriptures and quietly dispensing Christian ins 
struction, be not similar to those of eee and 
Swartz. 

They, acknowledge ‘that’ their efforts bear no pro; 
portion to the labours of these excellent men, but ens 
treat permission- humbly to represent, that their moz 
tives and | the, nature, of th iy labours 8 are exac! ty he 
game. ~ 

29. They also entreat permission further to represent, 
that from the peculiarly delicate circumstances ig 
which the efforts of the Missionary Swartz were made, 
ernong, natives ‘whose bigotry greatly: exceeds’ thet of 
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the natives of this Presidency, and TAME AQUBoute | 


hood of the: most: inveterate and formidable Maho~ 
thetan power which has ever dpposed the British nation, 


they were led to suppose that if in these cirentstances,”_ 





attempts to instruet natives in the Christan religion! 
were not injurious to the public tranquillity; but rahe?’ 
Meritorious, they could’ not “he of a different weture in 
this Presidency, freed from every powertal Mahometan. 
neighbour, “and where the-natives; divided into nome. 





Tous-sects, indulge in literary and ‘réligiotis dis¢ussion | 


» to. an lmost unbounded degrees 
30. That all they have had an opportunity of ‘ob= 
serving relative to the natives, has convinced them of 
this being: their trué’ state and disposition. They have 
found that in numerous instances discussion has been 
desired by their native teacheré,“and approved-by- the 
multitude, evén when it has endéd to the disadvantage 
of theif spiritual guides; that Christian instruction has 


been songht both-‘by Hindods and Mussulmans; that * 


the prudent dissemination of Christian instruction for 
thirteen years; the baptism’ of more than a hundred of 


the natives, arid the circulation: of several thousand — 


copies. of the Scriptutes, has created no‘alarm, nor 
excited ‘among them the least ‘dissatisfaction, during the 
whole of this period. - They entreat permission also to 
add, that one of your Lordship’s Memorialists - has 
been in the habit, for more than five years, of dis~ 
pensing Christiatt instruction, in’ Calcutta, t6 his sera 
vants, and such other natives who ciioose to attend, 


< 


-without observing the most distant appearance of dize _ 


content 7 = - 


“Bt. Your Lordship’s Memorialists’ hambly entrest _ 
permission further te intrude upon your Lordship’s 


clemenéy, and té represent, that about 4 year ago a 
number \ of Armeniéns | and’ Protéswat Pertuguese, 
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* natives of Calentta, stated, aban ‘gt they wished 
for Christian instruction, but were too.-little ace ; 
quainted with the English Janguage to recgive it at the 
English church: they therefore entyeated your Lords 
ship’s Memorialists to afford it them ia Bengalee,, the 
only Janguage ia which they could. receive it, one of | 
then offering to, fit up. a part ef his house. for that 
"purposes *Not imagining. that by thas. affording in-. 
struction, fo Protestant natives, they were acting cons 
~~ trary to the v ill of Government, your Lordship’ 8 “Me- 
mirialists felt ix their duty to comply with this request. 
And it is,with the deepest concern they learn that this 
. has been mentioned to Government, as an attempt to 
infame the minds of the mallets and disturb the public 
tranquillity. © 7. Side au + AES 
- 82, They, humbly beg leaye to. represent, that hearing .. 
instruction in. their own language, natives. have occa~ 
sionally.Jistened without, but that not the least appear- 
ance of dissatisfaction has been obsery: mong | thase: . 
"who have thus occasionally listened. ; 
33. Your Lordghip’s Memaorialists. hanbly-: jmuplone 
permission to represent, thay i it is with the deepest cone. 
cern they understand apprehensions for the, public, 
tranquillity | have been entertained: from. the, prodacsione; 
of their press. 424 | ‘ 4 
«34, They therofore hasty es entreat permission to iay, 
before your Lordship a. correct. list of the pamphlets; 
- which bave issued therefrom, with. a brief view, of their. 
contents. 




















as Th Gospel Messenger,” a. short Bengalee, 

caovm, poem,, Written to announce the translation-of 
ig. the: Scriptures. . By,.a Hindoo Pundit, -fa- 

, _vourable to Christianity as an object of dis-, 
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ie & The Dawn of Wisdom.” *’ By the same Pundits 
ja: ty” Weitten to invite his countrymen to the ne 
‘wi i> vestigation of Christianity. Foray het aes 
oss (News relative to the Salvation of Man.” & 
> 4: “A Summaryof Christian Doctrine”. wet =” 
‘5: © The Wordsof Affection,” -a summary-of Chris~ 
tianity, with an-invitation 19. the Hindoos to 








RS. examine it, mE st 
&. An Address'ie the Worshipper of Jugetroaut? 
set mee PAGES yd ett a) 





ihe 





*¢ The Difference,” a coinpariton elas reen Khrishe 
na and Christ. A translation of this, and the 
Ist, Sth, and 6th Ariel, have been pub- 
> lished in Englands i) +f 6 Gh re tas: a 
& The Sure Refuge,” « Sutuaey Counsel,” and the 
: ia i Enhghtening Guide;” three short Pieces ad~ 
abe lo  dredsed to lis Countrymen the Hindoos. “By 
i az: Petumber Sing, an aged native Christian, 
weg, An Address-to Mussulmans 3” with an Appen- 
aon containing some Acéount of Mahomet 
SEER GILT or acted of ne a ee 
men Your Lordship’s “Memorialists- shueobly entreat 
permission to represent, that these pamphlets, with @ 
few .Catechisms {two of ‘them ‘Dr. Waits's) include 
every thing they have printed in the native languages, 
‘except the Scriptures; a book of hymns, and the cle- 
mentary books printed for the College of Fort William. 
The dppendix-in the 9th article is the pamphlet, a 
Persian translation of which was laid‘before your Lord- 
. ship. This is the only one which your Lordship’s 
” Memiorialists have at any time addressed-to the Mussul- 
- mans, as they have generally found them léss fond of 
discussion than the Hindoos.. -They entreat’ permission 
to add, that the Address was written and printed in 
England several years- aga, and-was selected by your ~ 
- Lordship’s Memorialists, on account of its conciliatory 

















‘ 
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he 


dendencys that the-Appeadix was drawn up by your. 
Lordship‘ Memorialists atiout three years ago, at the 
request of a number of Mussulmans highly.fond of rex 
ligious discussion 3 that mone: of -those epithets were 
used respecting. Mahomet which appeared im the Per- 
sian “translation, and “that your. Lordship’s Memo- 
rialiats never heard of any Mussulman being displeased 
by the perusal in the Bengalee of the original copy, al- 
though it hag seen read for. fearly three years. + They: 
entreat permission, however, to represent; that on re- 
cejming: the. first information of your Lordship’s-plea= 
Sure, they withdzew it from circulation jn every form. -: 
. 36. They gnireat permission to assure your ‘Lordship, 


that nothing can be farther from them, than an indif~ > 


ference to the public tranquillity. . Convinced as. they 
are, by all the observations they have been able to 
make, that the British Government ig the greatest nas 
tional blessing .vouchsafed by. Divine Providence to 
India for. many ages; and. that the safety of themeclveg 
and their families, and of their native conyerts, de- 
pends in a peculiar manner on the permanent prosperity 
of the British Government; they entreat your Lord-. . 
ghip to judge whether the dictates of Religion -do nog 
concur with those of the soundest reason, in arging 
them to promote, by: every possible -means, the peaces 
tranquillity, .and_ prosperity of ..the British a is in, 
India., a he ty 

» 3%, Your Lordship’s s Memorialists fiasably entreat 
permission furthe>.ty. represent, that they now have in; 
the. press translations of the Scriptures in the Sangskrit,. . 
the Bengalee, the Hindee, the Orissa, the Mahrattay 
and. the Gogzeratter languages, which they have 
pledged themselves to the public in Britain, America, 
and in India, to print at a stipulated price, a price pre: 
cluding any profit arising to themselves from this ous’ 
of public and gratuitous benevolence, 25 ot. s-; 


oe 
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_ © $86 That for the sake of executing these works, andj 


oa 


Gthers. which’ they are printing at a stipulated. price for), 
the College of Fort William aud the Asiatic Sociesyy, - 
and thé. accommodation of those concerned ‘in them = 
they have been cbliged to purchase and fit up-premises ~ 
at an expense of inore than sixty thousand rupees; am ~ 
éxpense involving them in debts which the most perse-i 
vering industry. and the most: rigid economy has not. 
enabled. them in sevén years wholly to liquidate. Theyi 
bumblv entreat’ pertitission -farther-to state, that these! 
premises, if abandoned, could be-let only for a small” 
monthly rent, ‘and would indeed be ineligible to any 
single family, or to persons in’: different line of -busi-: 
hess; ‘while premises equally spacious and convenient: 
could not be obtained at Calcutta for the monthly rent 
of a thousand rupees. ts ak , 

39. That in” conscquenve of the difference in the: 
price of house rent and other necessaries of life, natu- 
rally existing between ‘the amctropolis’ of India and a&- 
small country town, the wages’ of native workmen in’ 
the printing Tine at Calcutfa are-nearly double those - 
givert at Serampore, Such works, however, as your’ 
Lordship’s Memorialists have engaged in, with a view ™ 
to public sale, relating chiefly to Oriental Literature; #°> 
are exceedingly limited and precarious it the sale, and- 
will permit no addition being made to theirvprice. 

40. That your Lordship's Meworialists, with their 
wives and children, forining ‘a family of mote than 
thirty Europeans, are by their misstonary circum~ - 
stances laid under the necessity of atopting a degree of * 
economy and frugality practicable only in a retixed 
country situation as well as of training up their chil. 


{dren (twenty in number) in the same course: they 


x 


therefore entreat permission to represent to yout Lord- \_ : 
ship’s consideration, that these circumstances constrain, 
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them to contemplate g removal to Calcutia with the 
numost dread, as involving the speedy and inevitable 
stain of themselves and their families. 0 gs 8” 

41, They beg leave therefore to cast cheieelyed on 
your Lordship’s clemency, and with the utmost de~ 
ference to submit theircirenmstances to your Lordship’: s 
humanity and wisdom, humbly imploring. the great 
- Author of the Christian Religion to pour down,un your 
Lordship his choicest blessings, that your Lordship’s 
Government, . tranquil and happy: to. your Lordship, ‘ 
iady be prodactive of the most. beneficial and lasting 
‘effects:to the millions confided to your Lordship’s care; 
and that ata very distant period your Lordship’ May re~. . 
ceive from His gracious band a crown of clorv that 
Puler 8 not away 


‘We have the honour to be, &c. &c. : 


(Signed) _ W. Carey, ~ ” Wm. Moore, 
Jo. Marshman, Josh. Rowe, 
“Wm, Ward. Felix Carey, 





ian House, Serampore, . 
. 30th Sept, 1807." 
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NATURAL HISTORY CULTIVATED BY THE PRO.” 
7 TESTANT MISSIONARIBS, IN INDLA.: 


A VERY erroneous idea prevails in England-respect»" 
ing the general character and pursuits of. he Missions: 
aries in. India. . The. common impression is, that they 
chave.no occupation but that of preaching. - The follows: 
ing extracts froma late publication of the aged Missione- 

arys the Rev. Dr. John®, will, it is hoped, tend to putthe 
~ public mind right in this instance. Dr John has been 
forty years in India, being a member of the Mission at 
Tranquebar, in the Souths and is now actively enh’ 
ployed in the benevolent work of organizing native. 
schools, fur the instruction of the Hindoos and others. 
in general useful knowledge. - At these schoolsy it is op- 
tional for the children to learn Christian principles or not, 

“ The Missionaries have not been negligent of Indian: 
literature or natural history, but have commonicated on 
these topics with the learned of past and present times. 
What Ziegenbalg, Walter, Widebrog, bave done in the 
first half-century of the Mission, respecting Indian 
geography, history, and religion, ancient writings, &c, . 
may be seen in Niccamp’s Extract of the Mission Ace: 
counts, which has been published in Ge-man and Latin. 

‘© When I arrived in India, I found in our Mission 
Library a whole press of ancient manuscripts on palm 
leaves, concerning the Hindoo or Brahmin religion, or 
Vedahs and Shasters, and on medical science, of which 

iin i a 


* Printed for Rivingtons. . 
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there was collected @ inanuscript book under the wile 
of Medicus Malabaricus, and Mythoiogia Malabsrica, 
and many more relics of botanical observations, with 
other testimonies of the many labours and attentions of 
the older Missionaries in different sciences, But by the 
intlemeéncy of the. climate, and the want of means to 
preserve. sand pay’ due attention to these literary trea- 
sures, 4 great deai has been unhappily lost. However, 
whar was still legible has been eepiety ara made nse of 


in later timesi~-' - H = 


‘#6¢ OF the literary thitisaetfony i in the presént half cen-’ 


tary Of the Mission, 1 will only mention with a grateful 
sense the merits of the Jate Dr. Koeine, who was.a 
scholar of the great Lintieas. .My colleague, the Rev. 


Br. Rotter, ahd myself, have profited much by his in-- 


defatigable zeal in commanicaiing his extensive kniow- 
ledge of natuhal al history woah be also shewed to many 
Evulish gentlemen when he entered into’ the Hagen 
service, Pa . ad 5 

#€ After him Dr. Martini, and, in dienes years, Dr, 
Ricia, united us in this favourite science. In-acknow- 
ledgmént of our services, we were favoured by our phi- 
losophical friends with ‘their latest’ works on- all the 
hranches of natural history published by Chemnitz, 
Schreber, Esper,- Herbot,’ Wildenow, Batsek and 


Russel, &ev. -To assist us in these pursuits, we found — 


among the. natives many an able youth, insomuch 
that I have succeeded in sending, during -my stay in 
India, above an hundred. boxes of curiosities collected 
in. many countrics and islands in the Indian seas, be- 
sides the many botanical spgeimens sent by the Rey, 
“Ds. Rotter and Dr. Klein” 
»*€ Yn aurmission garden is képt a “aiireery of the best 
and most useful Frais irees, native and foreign: This is 
epen to Europeans -and ees in our district when 
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they wish for plants. .If free schools shall be estas 
blished and Superintended by intelligent School Rectora 
from Engiand and Germany, amongst these ‘some, wiil 
be acquainted with agricultare, grafting, and other pars, 
ticulars of gardening. Much of this can be applied ta 
our Indian climate, ‘Many barren of less cultivated, 
lands can be improved, and, many billy or flat districts 
filled with tiniber and fruit trees, or made to nourish: 
small grains and bulbs, catton, dying and medical. 
plants, &e. I am sure that many European gentlemen 
who have or will lay out gardens will be very glad if 
they can procure European school inspectors, whe may 
ccasionally superintend such gardens, and instruct the 
" frequently stupid and ignorant native gardeners in ihe. 
art of gardening. How much hayg I lamented on my 
_ travels through the Country, especially after destructive 
inundaiions when T have passed rivers, lakeg, and tanks, 
thar the banks on many places are go ill attended .to, 
though their frequent failures might so easily be-pree 
vented by planting on them the most cominon shrubs, 
When, for instance, I travelled with the late Mr. Ge~ 
ricke through the hills and villages from Chingelput.te, 
St. Thome, we conversed iogether, and hoth feli, much 
concern that these long tracts .were go little and $0 ine 
sufficiently cultivated ; and I could.not heip expressing: 
my wish that I might. have them under my disposal. and, 
Cirection, if they were not go distant. from Tranquebar. 
How many millions of the most yseful Palmeira trees, 
and other timber and fruit ‘trees, coald be raised in the 
Most barren - hilly districts, if the European jnspectors 
of free schools were placed throughout the country ¢ 
who, in their visitations of the schools, might attend 
to these objects, and engage the native schoolmasters 
with their pupils to assist in them at their leisure hoursy. 
and according to their- capacities. 1 would, indeed, 
E particolarly advise that the poor children should by no; 
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means “sit the whole day, bent over their book’ and 
palmeira leaves. If Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster’s - 
.plans ate gradualiy introduced, the youth will learn in’ 
~-one forenoon more than in an whole day, if the old cus- 
tom should be continued. In ‘the afternoon, they 
‘can be employed in some exércises of the body, in order 
to make them, from their earliest age, iudustrions, la+ 
boridug; and sctive—fit for every useful business. Thus 
thay algo those Enropean rectors of native schools, who . 
~ have a knowledge of mechanics; of who havé been 
dyers, weavers, carpenters, instrument makers, and those 
who have worked “in: minerals, be ‘of great use in this 
country;and may make at Icast some ‘of their papils’ 
acquainted with their respective professions. | PUR a 
“ & Thé European gentlemen; judges, collectors, resi-"” 
dents, and ‘those in other stations ‘in the Hononrable” 
Company’s. service, cannot attend to of enter into the 
above-mentioned details, if they are not assisted by in! 
telligent men of a’ Tower situation, who ‘are contented 
_. with smail salaries, but can render themselves of great 
use under their patronage 5 siot-only in attending to thé 
schools, but to secondary employments, such as those’ 
[before famed. ‘My tate and living friends, Dr. Anders’ | 
: son, Dr. Russel, Dr. Roxburgh, and Dr. Benjemiw 
* Heyne, would undoubtedly have had much greater suc* 
cess in their beneficial researches, if they had found such’ 
assistants-ds these in their putsuits.”—Rev. C: 8. Joha: 
un'Indian Civilization. pp. 39--43-° - * eae 
. DriCarey aad his fellow-labourets” fi thd North’of* 
Fadia, have not been inattentive to natural history. ‘Dee 
Carey himself has studied it more particularly, and cul 
‘tivates a small botanieal-garden at Serampore.‘ He hag 
___ also cattended to ‘statistical and-agricultural subjects. 
: pee bis Paper On the State of “Agriculture in the 
District of Dinajpury” inserted in Asiatic Researches, 
ef GEL Tathd wakie FE eet 


Vol..X. Article t-° caus i on 


—> 
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No. IX, 


REPORT of the IMMOLATION of FEMALES, between 
_ Cossimbazar, in Bengal, and the Mouth of the Hooghly, 
int the Months of May and June, 1812. (Extracted from 
an Account of the Writings, Religion, und Manners of 
the Hindoos, &c. by W. Ward one of the Missionaries 


cat Sersimpore.) | 




























































Mace.” Female’s Name. Age, ae Husband's Cast, 
. Kalees:- popra+s+++++ Hitneseeecoe 48. -4-- Braheun 
Dittr eeesessecees Ratihucreres 2° 2. Oilman. 
Wresede Subhceeesoos 83° 2. - Blaclsmitt, 
den sebs Surttee:-reee 95 .-@ +. Brahmum: * 
«Ditto. eeseeesenese Kaomaree--0+ 40 | “& -- Carpenters F 
Baloochura. ss4eeee Karsineewers 82 3 Brahmun 
Prmuniya +++ Rajee vesess 25 3 Kaisthia, 
Ditto +105 see- eas Roupce sree 95 > ++) Brahmuns” 
Shree-pugura +++0t+ Bimulareseas -B1--8--+ Crrpenters 
© Suyuspere.sdeeeere Konshulya + 452. 5°. Gardeuer. 
Ditto eveveees-eds Five womens = 4° - > Meschane. 
Kashim-bazat’..++e+ Sounduree s+ 35 f° Goldsmith. 
Dita +s see +-Dasee .s+ $4 °- 3 Brasier, © 7-Rt>* 
Calcutta ++ Shyamee - 82.0 2 Bralmen, 
Dittg_ + Tara-+ sess. 19 00. feu Goldsmite.. Re 
Ditto Sconduree- +. St 0-3 — Blaeksmith,, 
2 Dito + Jeera +s. "SW Rivera 
Biliea : ‘Riromunee's 27 8 * Brahmun 
wedsumule pore esse. Ratuna «ve. 46 - 8. - Hushandiiiati, 
Dita wesseavee ses Munee. 3 3 Oilman, . ot 
5, MNO + +» Dasee + AS Bax Goldsmith, 
__ Dino + Bhuguvutee-- 38 = 4 Rajposta. a 
“Dirt + + Lukshinee ++ 60 5 | Washerman, ‘~~ 
Ditto: vse saeeteaev Shiyamee++. 50 3'> Gardener’? ad 
‘2 Ditto -¢ . Matec +e8ese SB 4 o+ Oihwan. < 
Banwsingha pooms-:Daminee--++ 40 3 
~ Dito eee. o Pudmaessese 85. Gate 
Dine + Tauleeta see 45 
30 





Ditie wee 





-Somee oss 





Carpenter.” ~ 
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“we Piuree Females Name. Age. Ce Husband's Cat’ 
Bo Whig ss+.0. + Woomaree ++ 93. 3 Rajpoota. 






secese Dropudcesess St 93. Carpenter. 
ipoora sees 3800 & Blacksmith, 
+ Duya sereee 35, 4. Dittow, 


Ditto -+- 
Ditto -eeees 
. Kochu-nugitias+ 









> 










































Brabinuv-poore + Nuyanees++- 2t 3 _Weaver. 
Nuya-serni + Sidhoo - 25° > S$ * «Potter. 
+ Rumance+ 19%. 4) > Brabiuain 
Bahisee-- > 32 3 | Ditts, 
Shomee + 5 3. Barber. 
Shree-nugura eee Vimula - srs Carpenter. 
Ram: poora ++ + Shyamce - 38° 3° Brabmown. 
Anur-poara ++. Kinee -+» 16 1 Boxdee. 
Gopal nuguca + Sona -teee? OF 3 Kwurtta, 
Manik-peora + wanes «+ 99 3) x. Ditto. 
Ditio ss eseeeeeeee Bhabinces+-+ 88-2... Gardener, 
Ditia veeececceees Suruswutee «2 19 1... Oilman, 
Dita. -esevgeceeys Viskkna case 405 &.... Waaver, 
Tareshwura ++ Shyamee ++++ 37° 4. - Brahmun. 
_ Tehanugerya ’+ Prya cores 4% 2. Ditto, 
Ditto swneieers i 52.4... Ditto, 
Ditto -- oge Kalaides 25° 2. . Oilman. ; 
Katelya + ess Mohince +--+ SS 4. Barbe. 
Teghuriya + Soonduree ++ 38 3 — Kivurtta, 
Ditto Shushee, +++- 33° 3 Barber. 
Ditto «+ Nuyanee + 25 3 Brabmim 
Chunakulé + 12 women —. 3 Kaoleena brahawm 


This last-mentioned Brahmun had warried twenty-five 
women, thirteen of whom died during his life-time; the 
Temaining twelve perished with him on the funeral pile, 
leaving thirty children to deplore the fatal effects of this 
horrid system. : ‘ * 

Some. years agd, 2 Kooleena Brahman, of considerable 
property, died at Sockachura, three miles east of Serampore. 
He had married more than forty women, all of whom died 
before him excepting eighteen. On this occasion, a fire, 
extending ten or iwelve yards in length, was prepared, inte 
which the remaining cighteen threw themselves, leaving mora 
than forty children, many of whom are still living.” 


APPENDIX. 198 


No. x. 


TESTIMONY of the Honourable the Fast-Txpta Com. 

"PANY to the CHARACTER of Mr. SWARTZ *. (Ex» 
tracted from the Preface to a Funeral Sermon, preached 
in St. Mary’s Church, Fort St. George, by Order of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, on the Opening of Mr, 
Swartz’s Monument set up in‘that Charch. By R. H, 
Kerr, DD. Senior Chaplain of Fort St, George t.) 


A PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. ; 
“To the Rev. Dr. Kerr, Senior Chaplain at Fore St. George.’ 


Reverend Sir, eres gs Ae 
“ . Tam directed, by the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council to enclose, for your information and 
guidance, the Extract of alate Letter froma the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, and to inform you of the 
wish of his Lordship in Council, that early measures _ 
may be taken for erecting in St. Mary’s Church the Mo- 
nument which has been transmitted to this place by the 
Honourable Court, as a tribute of Tespect to the me- 
mory of the late Rev. Mr. Swartz.” dey achaiaai 
*, 2. His Lordship in Council directs me also to ex- 
press his confidence that your endeavour will be exerted. 
to give every practicable effect to the farther suggestions 
of the Hononrable Court, with regard to the hest means 
of conveying an adequate impression of the exalted 
worth of that revered character, and his Lordship will 
: ef 





=" © Suppressed by the Bengal Government. - 
t Printed for Black and Parry, 
a) 
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be prepared to give every facility to the measures whizh 
you may propose on this subject. — 
| 8. Directions will ‘be given to the Board of Trade for 
holding the Monument in readiness to be delivered on 
your application, ; 
T have the bonour to be, - 
“Reverend ir, ; ; 
ost obedient humble Serv: 
. «.G. Bucwan,: 
Chief Sec, to. Qqvernment, 





You 





Fort St. George. 16th June, 1807, 


ae 
Esra Of & General Letter from England, in the Public Dea 
: partment, dated 29th October, 1806. 


3 By out extra ship the Unicn you will receive in 
four packing. cases, numbered } to 4,a marble Monn- 
ment, which has been executed by Mr, Bacon under our 
direc tions, to the memory of the Rev. Christian Fredes 
fick Swartz, as the most appropriate testimony of the 
rep sense we entertain of bis transcendant merit, of big 
udwearied and disinterested labours in the cause of reli- 
gion and piety, and the exercise of the purest and most 
exalted benevolence ; ‘also of his public services at Tan= 
jore, where the influence of his name and character, 
{hrough the unbounded confidence and veneration which 
they inspired, was for a long course of years productive 
of important beeefits to the Company. 
' 4, On ng subject bas the Court of Directors been more 
Ananimous, than in theianxious desire to perpetuate 

ne niemory of this eiiinent person, and to excite in 
others an emulation of his great example: we accord 
ingly direct, that the Monument be erected in some 
conspicuous situation near the altar, in the Church of 
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St. Mary, in Fort St, Georges and that you adopt, in 
conjunction and with the assistance of the Rev. Dr. Kerr,. 
the Senior Chaplain at your Presidency, any other meas" 
sures that your judgment shall suggest, as likely to give 
effect to these our‘intentions, and to sender‘ them im- 
" pressive un the minds of the public at your ‘settlement. 
As one of the most efficacious, we would recominend 
that, on the first Sunday after the erection of the Mo-~ 
nument,a discourse adapted to the occasion be delivered 
by the Seniof Chaplain. - We desire als that the na= 
tive inhabitants, by whom Mr. Swatiz’ was so justly 
_. Fevered, may be permitted and encouraged to view the 
: Monument, after it shall have been erécted; and” that 
‘translations be made of the inscription into the cours 

try languages, and published at Madras, and copies sent - 
46 Tanjore and the other districts in which Mr. Swartz 
Occasionally resided and established seminaries for relie 
gious instruction, - a eS , 
| 5. We were ittuch gratified by learniiig that hig "ES 
cellency the Rajah of Tanjore had also been desirous of 
erecting a Monument to the memory of Mr. Swartz, in 
the Church which was built by Mr. Swartz himself in 
the inner fort of that capital, and had sent dircctiong 
accordingly fo this country, in corisequenée of which a 
Monument has been executed by Mr. Flaxmian. We: 
shall give directions for its being received on board on’ 

_ Of our ships free of freight; and we desire that you will : 

afford every facility towards its conveyance to Tanjore. = 

truc Extract) ,., » 
sae j “CS. Go Kine, 

See, to Government. 


56. " apprivpre. 
t co PY. 
~. OY THE 
INSCRIPTION ON MR. SWARTZ’s MONUMENT. 
“.  {Dictated by the Honourable the Court of Directors.) ; 





. 


SACKED TO THE MEMORY 
of the Revenzwp Frepsrick Cunistrax Swartz, 
‘Whose life was one continued effort to imitate the example of his 
“BLESSED MASTER. 
Employed as& | Protestant Missionary from the Goversitent of - 
Sty DERMARR, °O ~ 
And: in the same'character by the Society in Enetanp for the 
- Promotion of Christian Knowledge, 
He, during a period of riety vrans, “ Went about doing Goods” 
Manifesting, in respect to himself, the most entire abstraction 
from temporal views, : 
Pat embracing every opportunity of promoting both the temporal 
=; .2: ~and eternal Welfare of others. 
_ Tn him RELIGION appeared not with a gloomy aspect 
or forbidding mien, 
Rat with a graceful form and placid dignity. 
Atnong the many fruits of his indefatigable Labpurs was 
the erection of the curcn at Tansore. ae 
The savings from a small salary were, for many years, devoted: 
to the pious work, 
* And the remainder of the expence supplied by Indiv: iduals, 
*- at his solicitation. =~ 
The Christian Seminaries at Ramnapronaw and i in 
The Tinwavrizy province were established by him. 
Beloved 2nd honoured by Europeans, 
He was, if potsible, held in still déeper reverence by the Natives 
of this country, of every degree and every sect; 
And their unbounded confidence in his Integrity and Truth 
“Was, on many occasions rendered highly beneficial 
to the public service. 


tte 
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fy The poor and the txsvare : 
Looked up to him’as an unfailing friend and advocate; 
_ The creat and rowexrun . eee 
Coneurred in yielding him the highest homage ever paid in this © 
Quarter of the Globe ta Evropraw virtue, 
Thetate Hyper Arty Cawy, “sii Soe 
In the midst of a bloody and vindictive war with the Carwatre, 
Sent orders to his Officers “ to permit the venerable ratHeR SwaRT® 
to pass uninolested and shew him respect and kindness, 
For he is a Holy Man and means no harm to’ my Government,” 





2's The late Tursasa, Rasap of Tansore, 
When on his déath-bed, desized to entrust to hi. protecting care 
‘* His adopted Son, Szrrorse, the present Rayan, * 


With the administration of all affairs of his Country. 
s. Ona spot of ground granted to him by the same Prince, 
: two Miles east of Tanjore, : ° 
He built a House for his Residence and made it an , 
ORPHAN ASYLUM, ; 
Here the last 20 years of his life were spent itt the Educatior. and 
i tad feligious instruction of Children, ; 
Particularly those of indigent parents—whom he gratuitously 
maintained and instructed; : 
” And here, on the 13th of February, 1798, 
Surrounded by his infant Aock and in the presence of several of 
. his disconsolate brethren, ‘ 
Entreating them to continue to make ReLretom 3 ~*~ = 
the first object of their care, 
. And imploring with his jast breath the Divine Blessing 
ay seat Ye on their I. abours, : : 
He closed his truly Christian Career, in the 72nd year of his Age. 
es tae East-Irpra Company, : 
Anxious to perpetuate the memory of such transcendant worth, 
And gratefully sensible of the Public Benefits which resulted 
fromitsinfluence, @ * - 
Caused this Monument to be erected, Ann. Dom. 1807. ~ 
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No. XE 


The APOLOGY of Mr. Sw Antz, in Arswer toa Speech dev 
Hivered ib the’ British Parliament, in 1793.—(Extraeted 

“from the Proceedings of tke Honourable. Society for pion 
moting Caristian Kaowledge.} . - P . 

A LETTER* has beén received from Mr. Swartz, 
dated at Tanjore, February 13, 1794, written in conser 
quence. of his having, perused at Vailam, in_g newspaper 

called the Courier, of Friday, May 24th, 1793, some 
animadversions on. ‘their Mission, the Missionaries in 
generat, and hiinself in particular, and containing @ 
vindication of himself, the other Missionaries, and the 
Missions, against the misrepresentations produced to the 
public in those animadversions. This letter, being of a 
particularly interesting nature, the Society judge fit to 
produce at fengtb. aaa, bs - 

cris aa oT pantore, Febraaty 15, 1794, 
Reverend and dear Sir, © ra 
As his Majesty’s 74th Begimegt js partly stax” 

Honed at Tanjore and: parily. at Vallam, six English 

miles distant from Tanjore, we commonly go once ina 

week to Wailam, to perform Divine service to four com-- 

panies of that regiment. : . 


dee ee TR eer eS RE ES LIT . Se 

“® As the Society, alter firrty years’experience, have had constant 
reason to approve of Mr. Swartz's integrity and veracity asa cory © 
“respondent, his zeal as a promoter of Christian knowledge, and 
his labours as a Missiondry; they take this opportanity of acknow- 
ledging his faithful services, and recommending his letter to tng 
consideration of the public, as containing a just statement of facts 
relating to the Mission, believing Mr. 8. is incapableof. departing, 
from tne truthia the minutest particular. 
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.When I ately went to that place, the 250th number. 
of a. newspaper, called. the Courier, Friday, evenings. 
“May 24th, 1793, was communicated to me... 


sf came 


In that paper E found a: paragraph, delivered by. Mr. : 


Montgomerie Caipbell: (who came out to-dndia with 
‘Sir Archibald Campbell, in the station ‘ofa Private Se~ 
retary) , wherein my name.was mentigned in the salto: 
ing manner :~—~. 
-* Mr. M. Campbell gave his decided vote against the: 
clause, and reprobated the idea of qgmverting the 
Gentoos. It: is true, Missionaries have made prdse- 
lytes of the Parriars ; but they were the lowest order 
& of people, and had even degraded the religion tay 
_ professed to embrace. 

«© Mr...Swartz, whose character was held’ so idee: 
* seryedly high, could not have any reason to boast-of 


“ 


6 
: ee 


_ the purity of his followers: they were: proverbial w.,.. 


for their profligacy. An instance occurred to his re« 


* collection perfectly in.point: he had been preaching. 


« for many hours to this cast of proselytes on the heise 
© nousness of theft, and, in the heat of bis discourse, 
*€ taken off his stock, when that and his gold-buckle 
*¢ were stolen by.one of his virtuous and enlightened 
“© congregation. In such a description of natives did- 
© the doctrine of the Missionaries operate. Men of 
#* high cast would spurn at the idea of changing the ree’ 
« ligion of their ancestors.” 

As this paragraph is found in a public paper, r 
thought it would not displease the Honourable Society 
to make a few observations on it: not to boast (which 
T-detest), but to declare the plain truth, ad to defend 
my brethren and myself. eo . 

‘About seventeen years ago, when I fesided at Trichi- 
nopoly, I visited the Congregation at Tanjore, In my. 
‘road J arrived yery early at @ village which is inhabited 


, 


- 
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‘by Collaries, {a set of people who are infamous ior 
"stealing : even the name ofa Collary,. or better. ia 
signifies a thief.) . ei geePTG SBS rie 
‘These Collaries asics nightly excursions in eae to 
rob, : They-drive- away bullocks and-sheep, and -what«” 
~ ever they can find ; for which outrage they annually Ey, 
1500 Chokr, or 759 Pagodas,.to the Rajah. iw os 
Of this east of people, many live in the Tanjore comms 
try, still more in Tondiman’s ‘gantry, and mews} ia 
the Nabob’s eountry. - a . = 
When L arrived at one of those ‘villages, called Poda< 
_ loor, I took off my stock, putting it upon a sand-bank. ° 
’ Advancing a little, to look out for ‘the man who bad 
carried my linen-clothes, I was regardless of the stock ¢ 
at which time some thievish boys toyk it aways! “Not 
one grown person was present... When the inhabitants - 
heard of the theft, they desired me to confine all those 
boysy'and to punish them ag severely a8 I pleased. buv- 
“I refused to do that, not thinking that the trifle which E 
had lost was worth so much trouble. te 
That sacl boys, whose fathers are professed ihieven, 
should cornmit.a theft, can be no matter of wonder... o 
All tire village were heathens 5 not one Christian fa-- 
mily way found therein, ©. > © sree 3 
~ Many of our gentlemen, travelling jheoagh that cas 
_ Jage, have been robbed. . 
The trifle of a buckle I did not therefore lose bya. - 
Christian, as” Mr.-M.. Campbell mm have as but by © 
sheathen boys. _. 
Neither did I ‘preach. at ‘that time: Mr. M. Campbell 
_ says that J preached two hours. .] did not so much as 


converse with any man. 


. This poor story, totally misrepresented, is 5 alleged iy 
Mr M. Campbell to prove the profligacy of Christians, 
whort he called witha a sneer, 6 virtuous and enlightened 
‘6 people.” : 
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: af Mr, M. Campbell has no better proof, his concla=- 
sion is built upon a bad foundation;‘and L.shall not : 
admire his logie: trath is against him. *% : : 
~ Neither is it true, that the best part of those people 
who have been instructed. are Parriars>, Had Mr. M, 
Campbell visited, even once, our Chorch,-he would 
have observed that more than two thirds were of the 
higher cast ; and so is it at Tranquebar and Vepery. - - 
. Our intention is not to boast ¢ but this [ Tay safely 
say, that mary of those people who have been instruct. 
ed have left.this world with comfort, And with a well- 
grounded hope of everlasting life, - : cao 
That some of those who have been instructed and 
baptized, have abused the benefit of instruction, is cer’ 
tain: but all sincere servants of ‘God, nay, even the: 
Apostles, have experienced this grief, wee 
vrdtis asserted, that ‘a Missionary isa disgrace to ahy 
country. . Lord Macartney and the tate General Coote 
would have entertained.a very different opinion=Tey;: 
and many other gentlemen, know-and acknowledge,-that- 
the Missionaries have been beneficial to Government, : 
and a comfort to the country, a ee 
“This Tam able fo Prove in the strongest manner, 
Many gentlemen who live now in England, andin thie’ 
Sountrys would corroborate my aseertion, . 
That the Reverend Mr. Gericke has been of eminent? 
* service at Cuddalore, every gentleman, who was at Cude 
dalore at the time when the war broke out, knows. He’ 
was the instrument in the hands of ProVidence, by which 
Cuddalore was saved from plunder and bloodshed: 
-_ He saved. many gentlemen from becoming prisoners te” 
Hyder, which Lord Macartney kindly acknowledzed, 
When Negapatam, that rich and Populous city, ‘fell 
into the deepest poverty, by the anavoidable conse’ 
quences of war, Mr. Gericke behaved like a father ta 
the distressed people of that city. He forgot that lie’ 


a 
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bad a family to provide for... Many ‘impoverished 
familie: were sapporied by him; so that wher 3, 2 


. ‘few months ago, preached and administered the Sacra- 
ment in that place, 1 saw many who owed their and ~. 


* their children’s lives to his disinterested care. Surely .~ 


this, my friend, could not be called.a disgrace to that” 


place. When the Honourable Society ordered him to- 


attend the Congregation at Madras, all lamented his des 


- parture: and at Madras, he. is esteemed hy-the Gover- "| 


nor and many. other gentlemen, to this day. ae 
_ Tris a most d@agreeable task to speak of afe’s self, 
However, I hope that the Honourable Society will not 
look upon some observations which I'am to make, as a 
vain and sinful boasting, but rather as a necessary self. 
defence. Neither ihe Missionaries, not ‘any of the 
Christians, have hurt the welfare of the country."“""<, 
_ + Inthe time of war, the Fort of Fanjoré was in a dis- 


.. tressed condition, A powerful encmy was near, the 
people in the Fort numerous, and not provision even - 


for the garrison. There was ‘grain enough in the 
country, but we had no bullocks to bring’ it into thd 
Fort. Whetr the country people formerly broughs, 
"paddy into'the Fort, the rapacious Dubashes deptived 
them of their due pay: henge all confidence was lost, 


_ so that the inhabitants drove away their cattle, refusing 


to assist the Fort. The late Rajah entreated the peoples 
by his managers, to come and help us;.butall was us 
vatn. . iu Bn Beata te 
: AtTast the Rajsh said to one of our principal gentle~ 
men: “ We all, you and I, have lost on credit :, let'us 
_* try whether the inhabitants will trust Mr. Swarts.” 


Accordingly he sent me a blank paper, empowering me 


to make a proper agreement with the people. Here 
was no time for hesitation. The Sepoys felt down a8 
dead people, being emaciated with hunger: our street? 
_ were lined with dead corpses every. inorning our con¥ 
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dition was deplorable, I sent,” thétefore, Tetters every: 
where round about, promising to pay any ons, with my 
own hands, and to pay them for any bullock which 
might be taken by the encmy.~-In one or two davs, Z 
got above a thousand bullocks, and vegi one of. our 
Caiechists and other Christians into the vountry.. They 
went at the risk of their lives, made all possible haste, 
and brought into the Fort, ina very short time, $0,000. 
Kallams. By this means the Fort was saved. Whea 
all was-over, 1 paid the people (even with. some:money 
‘which belonged to others), “made them a small present, 
and sent them home. er a ennai 
- The next year, when Colonel Braithwaite with his. 
‘whole detachment. was taken prisoner, Major Alcock: 
commanded this Fort, and behaved very kindly to. the: 
poor starving people. , We were then, the second time, 
in the same maerable’ tondition,, .The enemy always: 
invaded the country when the harvest was nigh at hand.. 
1 was again desired to. try my former expedient, and. 
succeeded. The people knew that they were not ta be 
deprived of their pay : they therefore. came with their. 
cattle. But now the danger was greater, as the eaemy:; 
was very near. The Christians conducted the. inha-s. ; 
Bitants to proper places, surely with no small danger of. , 
losing there lives, Accordingly they wept, and wenty. 
and supplied the Fort with grain, When: the inhabi+. 
fants were paid, I strictly inquired whecher any of the: 
Christians had taken from them a present- They alk. 
. said, No, noj,as we were so reguiarlypaid, we offered, 
© to your Catechist a cloth of small value, but he abe 
§§ solutely refused i”. Gas cit Mae 
But Mr. Campbell says, that the Christians are pre-, 
Fligate ta a proverb, cee a eS oof 
Tf Mr.M. Campbell wat sear me, I would explain 
ta him who. are the profligate people Yho drain: she. 
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sountrys; When a Dubash, ‘id the space ‘of teti“or 
fifteen: yearsy scrapes together, two, three, or four > 
lacks of pagodas, is not this extortion a high degree of « 
profligacy? se. 7. be age tn, sulk stese eh fess gay 
+ Nay, Gevernreent was obliged to send an order, that : 


three of those Gentoo Dubashes should quit the Tan-> - 


jore country. The enormous crimes committed by them 
filled the conatry with complaints; but I have no mind. 
to enumerate them. - we : 


Jt ig asserted, that. the inhabitants of .the country 


would suffer by Missionaries. . ie Siemans ay 
If the Missionaries are sincere Christians, it is impos-. 
sible that the inhabitants should suffer any damage by 


them: if they are not. what.they profess. to “be, they~’ 


ought to be dismissed. .. 


When Sir A.Campbell was Governor, and Mr.M.:— 


Campbell: his Private Secretary, the inhabitants of the.. 
Tanjore-country were 80 miserably oppressed by the 


Aanager and the Madras Dubashes, ahat they quiited - 


the country... Of. course, all cultivation ceased. “Tu the 
month of June, the cultivation should commence § but. 
nothing was done, even at the beginning of September. 
Every one deeaded the calamity.of a famine. I entreated 
the Rajah to remove that shameful oppression,- and to 
seca the inhabitants. -He sent them word, that justice 
should be done to them ; but they disbelieved his pro~ 
mises... He then desised me to write to them, and to 
assure them, that he, at my intercession, would shew. 


kindness to ther I did so. -All immediately returned - 
and first of-all the Kaller (or as they.are commodly - 


called Collaries) believed my word, 60 that 7,000 wen 
came back in one day. The other inhabitants followed 


their examples When T exhorted them to exert theme. > 


. selves to the utmost because the time for cultiyzuan was 


‘almost lost, . they replied in the following manner: | 


' 
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"As you have shewed kindness to us, you shall ner 
“* have reason to repent of it: we intend to work nigh! 
and day, to shew our regatd for you.” > a 
» Sir A, Cambell was happy when he heard of it $a 
we had the’ satisfaction of having a-bettes crop than 
the preceding year. ye TRS me 
As there was hardly any administration of justice, “E 
begged and entreated the Rajah. to establish justice 
in his “country, “ Well,”. said he, “let.me know 
‘wherein my penple are oppressed.”. Ee did so. He 
immediatly conseated to “my proposal, and told his 
Manager, that’ he. should feel his indignation, if the 
“oppression did not céase immediately, -But he soon 
died: he did not see the execution,’ 7... 1 7 
‘When the present Rajah began his” reign, I put Sir 
+A. Campbell in “mind of that necessary point. He des 
‘sited me to make a plan for a court of justice, which F 
‘did 5 but it was soon neglected: by the servants of the 
‘Rajah, who commonly sold justice to the best bidder." 
- “When the Honovable Company took possession of 
the country, during the war, the plan for introducing © 
justice was reassumed, by which many people were 
smadé-bappy. But when the country was restored to the 
Rajah the former irregularities took place. ts 
During the assumption, Government desired me to 
kssist the gentlemen collectors. The district towards the 
west of Tanjore had been very much neglected, so that 
the water-courses had not been cleansed for the last 
fifteen years, 4 proposed that the col!sctor should ads * 
vaiice 500 pagodas fo cleanse those water-courses,’ The, 
gentlemen conscntef, if I would inspect she business, 
The work. was begun and finished, being inspected hy. 
_ Christians, ~ All that part of the country rejoiced in. 
getting 100,000 kallams-more ‘tHan before. The inha-, 
bitants confessed, that instead of one kallam they now. 
reaped four. _ 7 nie 


206 “,° &FPENDIX, 


* .No inhabitant has suffered by Christians: none aa 
_ptomplained of it. On the contrary, one of the richest” 
inhabitants said to me 3 *Sir, if you sead.a person to 18, 
* send one who has fearned all your Ten Command- 
ments.” Forhe and wiany hundred inhabitants had 
been present, when I explained the Christian doctring 
to Heathens and Christians. 

The inhabitants dread the conduct of 8 Madras Du . 
bash. These people lend moiiey to the Rajah at an exe | 
orbitant interest, and then are. permitted ¢o collect their 
Money and iniétest, in an appointed. district. oF is 
needless to. mention the consequences". z 
. When the Collaries committed great outrages in their. 
plindering expeditions, -Sepoys were sent out to adjust 
matters; but it had no effect. . Goverpmcnt desired me _ 
to inquire into the thievish business; 1 tbereforé sent 

“Jetters to the head Collarics. “fhey sppeareds We . 
found out, in some degree, how much the Tanjore and | 
Tondaman’s and the Nabob’s Collaries had. stolen; and 
‘we insisted upon restoration, which was done accord~ 
ingly. -. : # 

. Atlast cll gave in writing, that they would steal no 
more, This promise they kept for eight months, and 
then they began their old work; however, not as hefore, 
Had the inspection. over their conduct been continued, 
they might have been made useful people. I insisted 
upon their cultivating their fields, which they really did, 
But if the demands became exorbitant, they have no ree 
source, a8 they Viink, but that of plund=ring. -- ; 

: At last some of those thievish Codlaries desired to’ be 
‘instructed. J said- 1 am obliged to instruct you; but 
“Tam afraid that you will become very bad Chrise 
“tians.” Their promises were fair. I mstructed themg 

* and when they had a tolerable. knowledge, E baptized 

- them. Having baptized them, I exhorted them to steal 

no more, but to,work industriously, After that I yigits 
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“ed them 5 and having examined their knowledge, I de- 
sired to see their work. I observed with ple ues that’. 
fhicir fields were excellently cultivated. ow,? said © 
4 one thing remains to be done ? you must.pay your 
*¢ tribute readily, and not w ait till it is gracted by amili- 
© tary force,” which otherwise is their's foustgm. Soon 
after that, I-found that they had-paig of théir sBbate 
exactly, = 
~The only complaint ageinst those Ctristian Collari tes 
+ -was, that they refused to ga upon i plundering expeditions 
as they bad dene before. . = 

Now I am well awareS “hat some wii iPaccuse me of 
boasting. I coifess the charge willingiy, but lay all the 
blame upon those ¥ho haye sconbeipel ime to cominit 
that folly: - es « : 

T might have dlaccels my account ; 3 out fearing that 
» some characters vould have suffered by 3 t, I stop here. - 
* One thing, however, I’affirm, before God and many’ 
that if Christianity, in its plain and undisguised form, 
was properly promoted, the country would not suffer, 
hut be benefited by it. 

1f Christians were employed in some important offices, 
they should, if they misbehaved, be doubly punished; 
but to reject them entirely is not Fight, and discou- 
rageth. 

The glorious God, and our blessed Raieenies: has 
conimanded his Apostles to preach ane Gospel to all 
nations, 

"The knowledge of God, of his divine perfections, and 
of his mercy to mankind, may be abusal; but there 13: 
no other metho” of reclaiming mankin.!, than by in- 
structing them well. To hope that the heathens will 
live a good life, without the knowiedze of ce is @ 
chimera. 

The praise bestowed on ihe heathens of this country. 
by many of our historians, is refuted byaclose (might . 














4 ay re 3 
stacleé rea es ic praise ‘Shoal stat ye 3 


formation ‘take place Amongst the Euro; 


= peeceas irene hiesve £6 the country: 








= © "These observations 1 begleavet oda E 
> qourable Sopiety,;with my: hanible ee I their 


benefits bestowed on, this work; and snare cd 
their pious “and. geuerous:end 
knowledge of God, and 





Your attebtionate brother an 
eS teh Signe 
3 ris not apply the above censur: 
‘certain accounts which he had 
rie Sates Hi Hitidoos, which we have ; 
5 Mr. Marsh, “and others; ‘but’ ¥ would —_* 

wiggest to them, a more measured phrase in *desctibing 
SS Fao eine & is the eats Ya British public’. 














